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Thank you for choosing to participate in the Transgender Legal Defense & Education 

Fund’s Name Change Project.  This project provides transgender community members with free 

legal representation during the name change process.  Since the Name Change Project’s 

inception in Spring 2007 in New York City, over 1,500 attorneys have participated in the 

program in multiple cities around the country.1  Over 2,700 people have sought assistance from 

the project, and at any given time there are hundreds of clients working with attorneys.  This 

project would not be possible without the generous support of firms and attorneys like you.  

Thank you! 

I. INTRODUCTION TO TLDEF AND THE NAME CHANGE PROJECT 

A. About TLDEF 

Transgender Legal Defense & Education Fund (TLDEF) is committed to ending 

discrimination based upon gender identity and expression and to achieving equality for 

transgender people through public education, test-case litigation, direct legal services, 

community organizing, and public policy efforts.  You can learn more about TLDEF’s work at 

http://www.transgenderlegal.org. 

B. Why The Name Change Project? 

The Name Change Project came about because a great deal of the discrimination that 

transgender individuals face is due to a perceived mismatch between their birth names and their 

current appearance.  A lack of appropriate identity documents can deter people from applying for 

jobs, school, benefits, or even a library card.  Having to present an ID that does not match one’s 

appearance can, at best, be embarrassing, or worse—subject the person to harassment or 

violence.  In one of TLDEF’s cases, a 17-year-old transgender woman applied for a job at a fast 

                                                 
1  Visit http://www.transgenderlegal.org/work_show.php?id=7 for a list of Name Change Project locations 
and participating law firms and corporate legal departments. 
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food restaurant.  Despite having previous experience, the manager refused to hire her when he 

saw that she had written a male name on the application and left her a voicemail using anti-

LGBT slurs stating, “You will not get hired.”  Helping people obtain legal documents that match 

their gender goes a long way toward removing discriminatory barriers to obtaining basic things 

like employment, housing, and public benefits. 

Securing a legal name change can be an intimidating experience because it involves 

interaction with judges and the court system.  It can also involve a serious commitment of time 

and effort in an arena (the legal system) that is unfamiliar to many people.  By ensuring that 

transgender people have adequate legal representation when seeking name changes, the Name 

Change Project ensures that they can successfully negotiate the legal process and move forward 

with their lives. 

Unlike typical adversarial proceedings, name changes are voluntarily undertaken, and are 

usually happy occasions.  As one client put it, shedding his birth name “felt like giving away, 

say, an ugly Christmas sweater.”  William Glaberson, For Transgender People, Name Is a 

Message, N.Y. Times, January 25, 2010, http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/25/nyregion/ 

25namechange.html (featuring four Name Change Project clients).  This and other articles 

related to the Name Change Project can be found at Appendix G. 

C. How The Name Change Project Helps 

The process of transitioning can be enormously stressful, and simply living as a 

transgender person can mean constantly experiencing or being exposed to harassment and 

discrimination.  Transgender people are all too frequently placed in the position of having to 

advocate for themselves—at work, at school, with doctors, family members, religious 

communities, government agencies, and so on. 
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In contrast, the Name Change Project was founded on the principle that everyone who 

wants a lawyer deserves to have one in order to make the name change process as simple as 

possible.  For many people, the Name Change Project is a vital way to obtain a name change that 

they would be unable to complete on their own.  For a group of people that is widely 

marginalized, simply being represented by a respectful attorney at a prominent law firm or 

corporation can be an empowering experience. 

D. TLDEF’s Appellate Work 

On occasion, issues arise that necessitate appellate work.  For example, in a 2009 

proceeding in New York, a judge refused to grant a name change to a participant in the Name 

Change Project unless he produced a note from a doctor substantiating the need for a name 

change.  TLDEF partnered with the name change attorneys in a successful appeal.  The court 

noted, “[t]here is no sound basis in law or policy to engraft upon the statutory provisions an 

additional requirement that a transgendered-petitioner present medical substantiation for the 

desired name change.”  In re Winn-Ritzenberg, 26 Misc.3d 1 (N.Y. App Term, 1st Dept 2009). 

We ask that you keep us apprised of any unusual development in your client’s 

proceedings so that we may determine whether appellate or other action is necessary.  Appellate 

work is a separate engagement, and there is no requirement that anyone participating in the 

Name Change Project agree to engage in appellate work. 

E. About This Handbook 

This handbook is only current as of the date on the front page.  We incorporate updated 

information as new questions arise and court procedures are learned or changed.  We encourage 

you to let us know if you experience something that differs from the procedures outlined here so 

that we can update the handbook. 
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II. WHO ARE NAME CHANGE PROJECT PARTICIPANTS? 

A. A Diverse Group Of Individuals 

Our participants are a diverse group in terms of race, ethnicity, education, and 

socioeconomic status.  Since each participant is an individual, it is not possible to generalize 

about any particular individual based on experiences with another.  Some may be in college, 

many are unemployed, and a disproportionate number live in shelters or supervised residences.  

Some will make all of their appointments on time, and others will not show up and become 

unreachable. 

Name Change Project participants are in all stages of transition.  Some are just starting 

their transitions, and others have transitioned over a decade ago but were never able to pursue a 

legal name change on their own. 

For a wonderful series by the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette that follows several members of 

the Pittsburgh transgender community, see Appendix G, and visit the interactive story at 

http://newsinteractive.post-gazette.com/longform/stories/identity/. 

B. Socioeconomic Status 

Because transgender individuals face widespread discrimination in housing, employment, 

and education, they are disproportionately poor, unemployed, and homeless.  Some Name 

Change Project participants have criminal records.  Most are poor and working class.  Most 

receive public assistance.  For these reasons, your client may qualify for in forma pauperis 

(“IFP”) status, which will allow the waiver of all court costs, but not the newspaper publication 

fees.  Because publication costs $228 in Allegheny County, some participating law firms and 

companies cover the cost of publication for clients who are proceeding as IFP, making the entire 

name change process free-of-charge for them. 
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III. INTERACTING WITH CLIENTS 

A. Respecting Gender Identities 

Providing a safe space for transgender people requires using proper names, pronouns, and 

gendered terms at all times.  One of the most frustrating aspects of being transgender is being 

gendered incorrectly by others.  As their attorney, it is essential that you refer to your client by 

their preferred name and using their preferred pronouns – if you don’t know what they prefer, it 

is very respectful to ask.  When emailing your client or referring to them in the presence of 

others, including the judge, use gender-affirming language such as Mr., Ms., or Mx.  If the client 

asks to use the restroom, direct them to the restroom that accords with their gender identity. 

In the Name Change Petition or other legal documents, if pronouns are used, it is 

important to refer to clients by their preferred gender pronouns.  Additionally, it is appropriate to 

refer to a client in legal name change documents as “Petitioner.”  At the name change hearing, 

use the name and the pronouns your client prefers. 

Please be aware that some clients’ appearances may not match their gender identity.  This 

is particularly true for clients who lack access to clothing, cosmetics, medication and procedures, 

and other items that would enable them to conform their bodies and appearances more to their 

gender identity.  Additionally, some clients may have safety and privacy concerns that make it 

easier for them to dress in ways typically associated with another gender, rather than the one 

with which they identify. 

If you make a mistake with a client’s name or pronoun, apologize, correct yourself and 

move on.  Do not linger on the mistake or apologize repeatedly; prolonging attention on the 

mistake is unnecessary and may make the client more uncomfortable. 
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B. Logistics of Firm/Corporate Culture 

Our participants typically do not have experience visiting large law firms or corporate 

offices, and may be nervous doing so.  Because many clients have identification that reflects 

their birth names and gender, showing identification increases the chances that the security 

and/or reception staff will refer to the client with inappropriate gendered terms.  When arranging 

a meeting with the client, give them notice about the security and/or reception requirements, and, 

if you can, meet them in the lobby to accompany them through security and/or reception.  

Educating your security and/or reception staff is also important. 

C. Missed Appointments and Drop-Outs 

We emphasize to Name Change Project participants the importance of keeping 

appointments with attorneys and calling ahead of time to reschedule if they cannot make it.  You 

may find it helpful to send a reminder email or make a reminder call the day before a scheduled 

appointment.  Unfortunately, some clients will miss appointments, for a variety of reasons.  If 

you experience repeated issues with a client, please contact TLDEF for assistance. 

Many participants are young and may simply be unaccustomed to having to be in a 

certain place at a certain time.  They may lack transportation money or have health issues, 

including depression.  For certain people, particularly visibly transgender people, simply leaving 

their apartment can, at times, be overwhelming.  Oftentimes transgender people do not have the 

privilege of simply walking out of the house without preparation; they must take steps to ensure 

that their appearances will allow them to be comfortable and safe in public.  

Despite TLDEF’s efforts to screen participants, some who make it past the intake process 

and are assigned to attorneys do not complete the name change process.  Some clients may 

discover that they are not in a place in their lives where they can complete the name change 

process.  Some clients encounter opposition from family members and do not proceed.  Others 
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face interactions with law enforcement or other unforeseen problems that require their full 

attention.  We always do all we can to help clients through, and try to find out why they are 

unable to proceed.  Many return to the project at a later date. 

D. Timeliness Of Name Changes 

Most of our clients are eager to change their names.  Some have been waiting for years.  

While it might be tempting to think that if someone has waited their whole life, they can wait 

another month, it is often not that simple.  In addition to the general factors outlined above, 

people are often urgently waiting for name changes for specific reasons, such as to assist them in 

switching to a different shelter or because they are moving to another city where projects like 

this are not available to assist them.  For certain clients, it is essential to complete the name 

change as quickly as possible. 

We ask that if you are unable to give enough attention to a client to promptly complete 

the process, please hold off until your schedule allows more time.  In the meantime, that client 

can be assigned to another attorney who has time, and there will always be another client waiting 

when you are ready.  If something comes up and you are having difficulty finding time for the 

case, please just let us know and we are happy to reassign the client. 

 Please note that some clients are not always prompt in producing requested 

documents or in replying to calls and emails.  If your client has not contacted you in a significant 

or unusually long period of time and you cannot reach them, please let TLDEF know, we will try 

to get a response from the client. 

IV. OVERVIEW OF THE NAME CHANGE PROCESS – ALLEGHENY COUNTY 

The Name Change Project provides legal name change services to transgender 

individuals, including residents of Allegheny County.  When a participant joins the project, 

TLDEF performs an initial intake.  Participants sign a letter (see Appendix A, TLDEF 
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Participant Explanation Letter) agreeing to provide their attorney(s) with complete and accurate 

information and to keep all scheduled appointments.  When an attorney or pro bono coordinator 

requests a client, TLDEF forwards the client’s intake form to the attorney (see Appendix A, 

TLDEF Intake Form).  The form contains the client’s contact information, as well as the basic 

elements which will comprise the Name Change Petition.  The attorney will then establish 

contact with the client, draft the Name Change Petition and set up an initial interview with the 

client.  If, as a result of the interview process, the attorney becomes aware of the need for 

additional documentation, e.g., the client’s fingerprint card, the attorney will assist in obtaining 

such documents. 

Once the petition is completed, it will be filed with the Court of Common Pleas of 

Allegheny County.  After the State Police in Harrisburg process the fingerprint card and provide 

clearance on a background check, you will schedule a hearing either with the Special Name 

Change Judge’s chambers or in General Motions court.  In the weeks before the hearing, you will 

publish notice of the hearing in two Pittsburgh newspapers (unless the publication requirement is 

waived) and initiate a judgment search in each county where the petitioner has resided during the 

previous five (5) years.  The hearing must be held between one and three months after the filing 

date.  See 54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701(a.1)(3)(i).  At the final hearing, the judge will either grant the 

petition or deny the petition pending resubmission to cure any defects.  Once the petition is 

granted, we ask that the attorney help the client obtain three to five certified copies of the name 

change order to be used later to change legal documents such as a birth certificate, Social 

Security card, and driver’s license or PA state identification card. 

If you are not comfortable taking on a case by yourself, you may partner with another 

volunteer attorney.  Whether working alone or on a team, you are invited to use the attorneys 
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listed in the next paragraph as resources.  You must be admitted to practice in Pennsylvania (or 

have a colleague who is admitted to practice and can attend court with the client) to represent a 

client through the Name Change Project.  Expect between 15 to 20 hours of total work for each 

client (although more time may be required if issues arise), over approximately 2 to 4 months. 

AC Dumlao, who coordinates the Name Change Project at TLDEF, is available to answer 

general questions throughout the name change process.  You may contact AC at 646-862-9396 x 

106, or via email at adumlao@transgenderlegal.org.  Please note that AC is unable to answer any 

questions about Pennsylvania law or procedure.  Additionally, Pittsburgh-based Reed Smith 

attorneys Stefan Dann (412-288-4325; sdann@reedsmith.com) and Greg Vose (412-288-3154; 

gvose@reedsmith.com) are available to handle questions.  If your firm has other attorneys who 

have worked with the Name Change Project, they are also great resources. 

V. PENNSYLVANIA AND ALLEGHENY COUNTY NAME CHANGE LAW 

 See Appendix B for the full text of the rules, statutes, and cases cited below. 

A. State Case Law 

 Pennsylvania has a “strong, liberal policy regarding change of name requests.”  In re 

Miller, 824 A.2d 1207, 1214 (Pa. Super. Ct. 2003).  Specifically in the transgender name change 

context, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court has held that “[t]he fact that [a petitioner] is a 

transsexual seeking a feminine name should not affect the disposition of his request. … The 

details surrounding [his] quest for sex-reassignment surgery are not a matter of governmental 

concern.”  In re McIntyre, 715 A.2d 400, 402-03 (Pa. 1998).2  So long as a petitioner is 

“judgment free and was not seeking a name change to avoid any financial obligations or commit 

fraud,” the Pennsylvania Supreme Court instructs that the name change petition should be 

                                                 
2  For an idea of how lower courts struggled with transgender name changes prior to the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court’s pronouncement in McIntyre, see In re Harris, 707 A.2d 225 (Pa. Super. Ct. 1997). 



 

10 

granted.  Id. at 402 (“Petitions for change of name may be denied upon lawful objection or if the 

petitioner seeks a name change in order to defraud the public.”). 

B. Pennsylvania Statute 

 Successful name change petitions in Allegheny County must satisfy both the 

Pennsylvania statute and the Allegheny County Local Civil Rules regarding name changes.  The 

Pennsylvania Judicial Change of Name statute, 54 Pa. C.S.A. §§ 701-705,3 establishes the 

general elements of a name change petition: 

 Petition must be filed in the court of common pleas of the county in which the 
individual resides (§ 701(a.1)(1)); 
 

 Petition must set forth (i) the intention to change the petitioner’s name, (ii) the reason 
for the name change,4 (iii) the petitioner’s current residence, (iv) the petitioner’s 
residences for the past five years, and (v) whether the petitioner wishes to move for 
waiver of the publication requirement (§ 701(a.1)(2)); 
 

 The Court will forward to the Pennsylvania State Police a duplicate copy of the 
petition and a set of the petitioner’s fingerprints, which the State Police will use to 
determine the petitioner’s criminal history and, if needed, note the name change on 
the petitioner’s criminal record (§ 702(b));5 
 

 Unless waived, notice of the filing of the petition and of the date set for the hearing 
on the petition must be published in two newspapers of general circulation in the 
county where the petitioner resides (§ 701(a.1)(3)(ii)); 
 

 At the name change hearing, any person having lawful objection to the name change 
may appear and be heard, and the petitioner must present (A) proof of publication, 
unless waived, and (B) an official judgment search of the county where the petitioner 
resides and of any other county where the petitioner has resided within the past five 
years, showing that there are no judgments, decrees of record or other similar matters 
against the petitioner (§ 701(a.1)(4)); and 
 

                                                 
3 Available at http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=54&div= 
0&chpt=7. 
4 For transgender name changes, we recommend using the following language: “I request this change of 
name because I am a [man/woman], and I would like my name to be consistent with my identity and appearance.” 
5  A convicted felon’s name change eligibility depends on several factors listed at 54 Pa. C.S.A. § 702(c).  If 
eligible, a petitioner with a felony record must also comply with Allegheny County Local Civil Rule 505(3)(e). 
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 The court may enter a decree changing the name as petitioned if the court is satisfied 
after the hearing that there is no lawful objection to the granting of the petition 
(§ 701(a.1)(5)). 
 

C. Local Civil Rule6 

 Allegheny County Local Civil Rule 5057 sets forth additional procedures for a name 

change in Allegheny County.  The items below are required if the petitioner is an adult; if the 

petition is brought on behalf of a minor, slightly different rules must be followed.8 

 All name change proceedings must be brought in the Civil Division (L.Cv.R. 505(1)) 
and be filed on the General Docket (L.Cv.R. 505(2)); 
 

 The petition must contain two proposed orders: (i) an Order Scheduling Hearing on 
Name Change, and (ii) a Decree for Change of Name, both of which must comport 
with the forms provided in the Rule (L.Cv.R. 505(3)(a)); 
 

 The Prothonotary must receive: (i) the petition and one extra copy; (ii) a completed 
fingerprint card with “Name Change” written in red across the top of the card; (iii) a 
stamped 8-1/2” x 11” envelope9 addressed to the PA State Police; (iv) a stamped 
letter size envelope addressed to the Prothonotary of Allegheny County; (v) a 
stamped letter size envelope to the petitioner’s attorney; and (vi) the filing fee 
(L.Cv.R. 505(3)(b)); and 
 

 After the fingerprint search is complete, the petitioner is responsible for taking the 
petition to the Chief Motions Clerk for scheduling the time and date for the name 
change hearing (L.Cv.R. 505(3)(c) & (d)).10 

 
D. No Other Requirements 

 In Pennsylvania, a name change petition should proceed and be granted without incident 

as long as (i) the petitioner meets the statutory requirements, (ii) there are no lawful objections, 

                                                 
6  We anticipate an updated Local Civil Rule will be adopted in 2018 to address the new Special Name 
Change Judge procedure that should be used when the publication requirement is waived and the record is sealed 
and the publication requirement is waived.  See “New Procedure to Waive Publication or Seal the Record and Waive 
Publication before the Special Name Change Judge”, below. 
7  Available at https://www.alleghenycourts.us/local_rules/default.aspx?show=joJcwUoGE0Y=. 
8  See “Minor Petitioners,” below. 
9  Any envelope larger than 8 ½ by 11 is sufficient. 
10  See “New Procedure to Waive Publication or Seal the Record and Waive Publication before the Special 
Name Change Judge”, below, for a discussion of scheduling time and date for the name change hearing before the 
Special Name Change Judge when publication is waived. 
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and (iii) the petitioner is not seeking to commit fraud.  There are no other legal requirements – 

either under statute or case law – for receiving a name change in Allegheny County. 

 Importantly, note that a name change petitioner need not testify before the judge 

regarding his or her motivations for a name change, and no medical or other type of expert is 

required to support a transgender person’s name change petition.  A remote chance exists that 

argument may occur in a name change hearing if an objector appears or the judge expresses 

skepticism, but in our experience name change petitions for our transgender clients have been 

routinely granted in Allegheny County. 

VI. STARTING A NEW NAME CHANGE MATTER 

When you are ready to take a Name Change Project client, contact either your 

organization’s Name Change Project coordinator, or if you do not have an internal coordinator, 

AC Dumlao at TLDEF directly at 646-862-9396 x106 or adumlao@transgenderlegal.org.  The 

first document you will receive after volunteering for a Name Change Project client is the client 

intake form.  As seen in Appendix A, TLDEF Intake Form, the form contains most, if not all, of 

the information you will need to (i) contact your client, (ii) run a conflicts check, and (iii) draft 

the Name Change Petition and other documentation. 

Please reach out to your client as soon as possible.  When assigned, we inform the 

clients they will hear from their attorney in seven to ten business days.  They often have been 

waiting for some time to begin the name change process.  Even if you are not prepared to set up 

a meeting – such as if the client has not yet cleared a conflicts check – promptly introducing 

yourself and letting the client know that someone has received their case is extremely reassuring.  

Clients greatly appreciate knowing their case is moving forward, and there is a reduced 

likelihood of losing touch with the client if regular contact is maintained. 

Before the initial meeting with your client, you should have the following: 
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 Client has cleared conflicts; 

 Engagement letter; 

 Draft of Name Change Petition containing information from client intake form; 

 If considering IFP status, copy of Allegheny County IFP petition, to use as a 
reference for information to collect in determining whether your client qualifies for 
IFP status; and 

 If waiving publication or requesting that the record be sealed, a motion to waive the 
publication requirement or motion to seal the record and waive the publication 
requirement and a Verified Statement in Support of the Motion to Waive Publication 
or Motion to Seal the Record and Waive Publication. 

VII. INITIAL MEETING WITH THE CLIENT 

A. What Client Should Bring 

When scheduling the initial client meeting, ask your client to bring the following 

information and documentation if they have it: 

 ID as required by your office’s security and/or reception; 

 Birth certificate, if available;11 

 Fingerprint card, if available;12 

 If relevant based on the client intake form that you receive: 

o Financial records if you are considering pursuing IFP status.  This includes 
income and debt information such as current amounts in bank accounts, rent, car 
information, credit card debt and monthly payments, and other information; 

o Immigration documents; 

o Criminal records (e.g., rap sheet, certificates of disposition if available); 

o Bankruptcy-related documents; 

o Documentation regarding judgments, liens, or current lawsuits; 

o Documents regarding prior attempted name changes; 
                                                 
11  Note that a birth certificate is not required for a name change petition in Allegheny County.  If a client does 
not have their birth certificate or forgets to bring it to the initial client meeting, please do not let this hold up 
completing the name change petition and other documents and/or the filing of the name change petition. 
12  Instructions on obtaining a fingerprint card are below at Part VIII. 
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o Family-related documents, such as a divorce order; 

 Calendar for the next four months; 

 Addresses for the last 5 years; and 

 How long they have lived in Allegheny County. 

B. What To Discuss 

When the client comes in, be sure to discuss the attorney-client privilege to put your 

client at ease regarding confidentiality, and have the client sign your firm’s engagement letter 

(give your client a copy for their records). 

Then, verify the information in the client intake form.  Clients may not have known all of 

the details or may not have been comfortable disclosing everything to TLDEF during their initial 

intake.  But when they arrive at a formal law office and are assured that their confidences will be 

kept, they may disclose additional information, particularly in the areas of criminal or 

immigration matters.  Because you used the client intake form to populate the blank spaces in the 

Name Change Petition, be sure to review the draft petition and make any necessary updates. 

Discussing the costs involved in the name change should be on the agenda.  Depending 

on your client’s circumstances and your organization’s policies, the entire process could cost $0 

to $573.25 or more.  The potential costs include: 

 Certified Pa. Birth Certificate:  $20 per copy (Optional in Allegheny County) 13 

 Fingerprint card:  $40 (Free if done at State Police barracks in Moon Twp.) 

 Filing fee for name change petition:  $160.25  14 

 Publication in Pittsburgh Legal Journal:  $104 15 

                                                 
13  See http://www.health.pa.gov/MyRecords/Certificates/BirthCertificates/Pages/default.aspx.  As discussed 
elsewhere, a birth certificate is not required for a name change in Allegheny County.  If a client does not have their 
birth certificate, please do not let this delay promptly filing the name change petition and other documents.   
14  See http://www.alleghenycounty.us/court-records/civil/new-case-filings.aspx (Petitions, Miscellaneous). 
15  See https://www.pittsburghlegaljournal.org/pdf/Daily_Rate_Card.pdf. 
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 Publication in Pittsburgh Post-Gazette:  $124 16 

 Judgment Search fee: $25 17 

 Certified copy of name change order:  $20 per copy, recommend 3-5 copies 18 

 If you believe that your client may qualify for IFP status, discuss their financial situation 

to inform your assessment of whether you should file an attorney’s praecipe (detailed later in this 

handbook).  Even if a client is IFP, $228 in publication costs will need to be paid (unless the 

publication requirement is waived), though some law firms and companies cover those costs for 

IFP clients. 

 You should also discuss whether either pursuing a waiver of the publication requirement 

or filing a motion to seal the record and waive publication would be appropriate for your client.  

The process for each is detailed in a later section of this handbook.  Obtaining a publication 

waiver would negate the publication costs. 

Once a Name Change Petition is filed with the Department of Court Records, Civil 

Division, the statute requires that the hearing be held “not less than one month nor more than 

three months after the petition is filed.”  54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701(a.1)(3)(i).  Find out if there are 

dates in the next few months that your client is unavailable for a hearing.  Final name change 

hearings proceeding in General Motions usually occur in the morning, at 9:45 a.m.,19 and clients 

are usually out of the courthouse by 11 a.m.  Final name change hearing proceedings before the 

Special Name Change Judge usually occur on the last Friday of each month in the afternoon, at 

                                                 
16  With the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review no longer available in print, the Post-Gazette is the only “newspaper 
of general circulation” remaining in Allegheny County for publication of legal advertisements. 
17  See http://www.alleghenycounty.us/court-records/civil/miscellaneous-filings.aspx (Search). 
18  See http://www.alleghenycounty.us/court-records/civil/miscellaneous-filings.aspx (Certified Copy). 
19  But check the Court’s General Motions calendar, https://www.alleghenycourts.us/docupost/civil_motions_ 
calendar.aspx, to confirm that a special schedule is not in effect for a certain date. 
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1:30 p.m.,20 and clients are usually out of the courthouse by 2:30 p.m.  When the process will be 

completed is important for many clients, either for work scheduling or to plan a time to celebrate 

their name change with their friends. 

VIII. OBTAINING A FINGERPRINT CARD 

Your client must file a completed fingerprint card with the Name Change Petition.  Note 

that the fingerprint card must have the words “Name Change” written in red across the top of the 

card.  See Allegheny County L.Cv.R. 505(3)(b).  

The State Police barracks in Moon Township (449 McCormick Road, Moon, PA 15108), 

near the Pittsburgh International Airport, provides fingerprinting for name changes from 9 a.m.-2 

p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday.  This is a free service, including free fingerprint 

cards, but you should have your client call 412-787-2000 before traveling to the barracks to 

confirm that the service is being offered on any particular day.  Clients should be prepared to 

provide the following: 

 Current ID card; 

 Current address and phone number; 

 Social Security number; and 

 Employer’s name and address. 

The State Police barracks is a weapons-free facility, so before being brought back into the secure 

area for fingerprinting, clients will receive a pat-down search – please inform your client about 

this in advance so they can be prepared. 

Because the State Police barracks are not easily accessible by public transportation, some 

clients opt to stay in Pittsburgh and pay for fingerprint services.  Fingerprint cards are available 
                                                 
20  But check with the Special Name Change Judge’s chambers to confirm that a special schedule is not in 
effect for a certain month.  See “New Procedure to Waive Publication or Seal the Record and Waive Publication 
before the Special Name Change Judge”, below, for scheduling time and date for the name change hearing if your 
client is not available for the monthly name change hearing before the Special Name Change Judge. 
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at multiple locations in Pittsburgh and other parts of Allegheny County, typically for $40.  The 

State Police list accepted Allegheny County fingerprinting vendors – including several UPS 

Stores – at https://www.pa.cogentid.com/ohio/PDE/PDE_regions/reg_3.htm.  We know that the 

UPS Store at the University of Pittsburgh in Oakland provides fingerprinting for name changes, 

but you or your client should call other locations in advance to confirm that they will take 

fingerprints for name changes.  Some may be like the Monroeville UPS Store, which will only 

take people registered in the PA Cogent system, which does not include name changes. 

Alternatively, although the Pittsburgh Police do not provide fingerprinting services, a 

Pittsburgh Police Officer, John Godlewski, does fingerprints as a side business.  He will meet 

your client at your client’s house or another location in Pittsburgh.  Call 412-337-6004 to 

schedule an appointment, or visit http://www.premierfingerprinting.com for more information.  

This costs $40, or a little more for travel outside of Pittsburgh.  Other mobile fingerprinting 

services that the State Police post at their barracks are: 

 Proof Positive Fingerprinting, 724-413-4553; 

 Pittsburgh Fingerprinting Service, 412-965-4030; and 

 Victor Campeau Jr., 412-364-4682. 

If you or your client wish to explore other alternatives, we recommend inquiring with the State 

Police in Harrisburg at 717-783-5599 to make sure that the fingerprint card will be accepted. 

IX. BIRTH CERTIFICATES 

It is not necessary to file a birth certificate with a Name Change Petition in Allegheny 

County.  (A birth certificate is a requirement in other jurisdictions, e.g., Philadelphia County.)  

Although it may be a best practice to include one as an exhibit to the Name Change Petition, if a 

client does not have a copy of their birth certificate please do not let that delay the name change 
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process.  If a client is interested in ordering a birth certificate, they should follow the steps 

below. 

A. Ordering Pennsylvania Birth Certificates 

In Pennsylvania, birth certificates may be ordered online, by mail, or by making an in-

person request.  Processing time, however, is significantly reduced when the request is made in 

person, and for this reason we recommend utilizing the in-person request procedure at Division 

of Vital Records, 411 Seventh Avenue, Suite 360, Pittsburgh, PA 15219.  For detailed 

information about ordering a Pennsylvania birth certificate, please visit 

http://www.health.pa.gov/MyRecords/Certificates/BirthCertificates/Pages/default.aspx. 

The client or legal representative (among others) may order a Pennsylvania birth 

certificate.  Sending the client to order the certificate in person with a check or money order in 

the amount of $20.00 – be sure to confirm this amount beforehand – made out to “Vital 

Records,” and a photo ID, may be the quickest and easiest option.  It’s not a same-day service – 

the client will have two options:  (1) request that the birth certificate be mailed by Vital Records 

the next day (and thus delivered a few days later), or (2) return in 3 days to pick up the birth 

certificate in person.  Additional instructions on how to make an in-person request for birth 

certificates are at Appendix D, Ordering Your Pennsylvania Birth Certificate. 

If the client is unable to go in person, explain the long wait time, and apply by mail or 

online (which carries a $10 service fee per transaction).  It may be easier to have the birth 

certificate sent to the client directly.  If an attorney orders the certificate, you must include the 

following:  (1) application, (2) $20.00 fee, (3) a photocopy of the attorney’s Pennsylvania 

driver’s license showing the attorney’s current name and address. 

Sometimes clients lack acceptable photo identification required to obtain a copy of their 

birth certificate, particularly if they have had a common law name change.  If this is the case, 
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please see the instructions at http://www.health.pa.gov/MyRecords/Certificates/Pages/ 

follow%20a%20simple%20set%20of%20instructions%20_653.aspx. 

B. Ordering Birth Certificates From Other States 

Birth certificates must be ordered from the Department of Vital Records in the state 

where the person was born or through VitalChek (http://www.vitalcheck.com).  If using a law 

firm credit card for online ordering, additional documentation will need to be submitted per 

state-specific instructions provided on the website, usually a letter from the attorney and a 

notarized release from the client. 

Ordering a copy is not always straightforward.  Some states, such as California, require 

that the applicant mail a notarized statement.  As another example, one of our clients had a 

misspelling on his birth certificate, and since he had no documentation with that misspelling, 

Vital Records refused to issue him his birth certificate.  His attorneys had to file a correction 

before he could obtain a copy. 

Again, if time-delaying issues arise in attempting to obtain a birth certificate, remember 

that one is not required for Allegheny County Name Change Petitions.  If you encounter such 

delays, you should opt to forego including a birth certificate with your client’s petition. 

X. DRAFTING THE NAME CHANGE PETITION 

See Appendix C for a sample Name Change Petition for Allegheny County.  If you have 

the Word version of this handbook, you can copy that sample for your own use.  If you cannot 

create a version that you can edit, email TLDEF for a copy.21  Exercise care in ensuring that the 

                                                 
21  Alternatively, Reed Smith LLP maintains a share site (data room) that contains all document templates 
required for name changes in Allegheny County.  The share site is available at  
http://oursite1.reedsmith.com/sites/999933.20395/Pages/Home.aspx.  Contact Stefan Dann or Greg Vose to gain 
access to the site if you do not already have access. 
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final petition meets the statutory requirements in 54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701 and Allegheny County 

Local Civil Rule 505 (see Appendix B). 

The information required is very straightforward.  In most cases, the information on the 

client intake form you receive from TLDEF will be sufficient to allow you to draft the Name 

Change Petition before the initial client meeting.  If you have a completed petition at the time of 

the first meeting, the client can sign it and accomplish everything in one visit.  Fortunately, 

because the client’s signature is on its own page, the petition can be edited later if necessary 

without requiring the client to come back in to sign.  Because of that, and for efficiency’s sake, 

you may ask the client to sign the verification before you finalize the document, but be sure to 

confirm any subsequent changes with your client before filing.  If preparing a particular client’s 

Name Change Petition is not straightforward, you will have ample opportunity to apply your 

advocacy skills in gathering all of the information necessary for a successful petition. 

A. Cover Sheet 

Allegheny County Local Civil Rule 205.2(b) requires a cover sheet on “any pleading, 

petition, motion or other legal paper.”  Be sure to review the Local Civil Rule (see Appendix B) 

and comply with its requirements.  Note that it is permissible to leave the “Code” category blank, 

though the word “Code:” should be included on the cover sheet. 

B. Certificate of Compliance 

 Effective January 6, 2018, the Public Access Policy of the Unified Judicial System of 

Pennsylvania: Case Records of the Appellate and Trial Courts (the “Public Access Policy”) 

established, among other things, standards regarding what and how confidential information and 

confidential documents will be safeguarded.  Be sure to review the Public Access Policy and 

comply with its requirements.  Please note that Section 7.0 and Section 8.0 of the Public Access 

Policy, dealing with Confidential Information and Confidential Documents, respectively, are not 
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applicable to cases filed under seal.  Accordingly, if you proceed as recommended by filing a 

motion to seal the record and waive the publication requirement before the Special Name Change 

Judge22, the Public Access Policy should not be applicable and the only required action is to file 

a Certificate of Compliance with each filed document23. 

C. Aliases 

In the caption, include all possible variations of the client’s current legal name as aliases.  

For example, if the client’s current legal name is Jane Sarah Doe, list “a/k/a Jane S. Doe, a/k/a 

Jane Doe.”  Ask the client if there are any variations of their name that appear on identity 

documents that they are going to be changing.  Frequently, people with two last names may have 

different names on different identity documents.  Additionally, if the client has used an alias in a 

criminal matter or already has been using their preferred name in any substantial way (e.g., on a 

California driver’s license, which can be changed without a legal name change), also list this 

name as an alias. 

D. Middle & Last Names 

The name change order will specify the client’s first, middle, and last name for both their 

current name and their chosen name.  Agencies such as the DMV will require the client to use 

the names as specified on the order, so it is important that it is accurate.  Be sure that you know 

which name(s) the client wants as their middle and surnames or else the court will decide for 

them.  To prevent any doubt about which names the client wants as their middle and surnames, 

use the words “first” “middle” and “last” in the petition, e.g., “(First) Manuel (Last) Padilla 

Pérez.”  Similarly, if necessary, specify “first” “middle” and “last” for their current name as well. 

                                                 
22 See “Waiver”, below. 
23 The form of Certificate of Compliance is available at www.pacourts.us/assets/files/page-1089/file-6361.pdf. 
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E. Reason For Name Change 

Assure your client that they will not be the first transgender person in Allegheny County 

to seek a name change.  You can assist your client with drafting a succinct reason.  We 

recommend the following language for male and female clients: “I request this change of name 

because I am a [man/woman], and I would like my name to be consistent with my identity and 

appearance.”  If the client identifies as non-binary, then we suggest this language: “I request this 

change of name because I would like my name to be consistent with my identity and 

appearance.” 

F. Verification 

Like all other pleadings, petitions filed in Allegheny County must be verified.  As the 

attorney, you sign the petition, and your client signs the verification.  Explain the significance of 

the verification form to your client.  Executing the verification is the equivalent to swearing 

under oath that the statements your client has made in the petition are true; as the verification 

states, knowingly misrepresenting any information on this form is punishable by law. 

G. Exhibit A: Birth Certificate 

If including your client’s birth certificate, attach it as Exhibit A to the petition, and make 

reference to Exhibit A in the body of the petition at the end of paragraph 1.  Otherwise, you 

should omit Exhibit A and the reference to Exhibit A in the body of the petition at the end of 

paragraph 1 

H. Proposed Orders 

Allegheny County Local Civil Rule 505 requires that a blank Order Scheduling Hearing 

on Name Change and a blank Decree for Change of Name be attached to the petition.  The Local 

Civil Rule provides forms to follow in creating these proposed orders, which are replicated in 

Appendix C. 
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Note that the proposed orders can be altered to suit any specific needs of your client, so 

long as the form language of the Local Civil Rules is substantially followed.  If, for example, 

your client is proceeding under IFP status, it is advisable to add language to the Decree for 

Change of Name explicitly stating that your client shall receive a certain number of certified 

copies of the final order for free.  If your client is seeking a waiver of the publication 

requirement, the language in the Order Scheduling Hearing on Name Change referencing 

advertisement of the name change and the language in the Decree for Change of Name 

referencing proof of publication should be removed.  See Appendix C. 

I. Waiver Of Publication Requirement 

If your client wishes to seek waiver of the publication requirement (detailed below at Part 

XV.B), the Pennsylvania statute requires that the petition must so state.  See 54 Pa. C.S.A. § 

701(a.1)(2)(v) (“The petition must set forth . . . [i]f the petitioner requests the court proceed 

under paragraph (3)(iii) [describing waiver].”).  Allegheny County Local Civil Rule 505(3)(b)(i) 

states that the reason for waiver of publication should be described under paragraph 6, reason for 

name change. 

J. Minor Petitioners 

On occasion, a name change client will be under 18 years of age.  The petitions of minors 

– people less than 18 years old, as defined in Pa. R. Civ. P. 76 – must be made by a guardian, Pa. 

R. Civ. P. 2027, defined as “the party representing the interests of a minor party in any action, 

whether as (a) the guardian of a minor appointed by any court of competent jurisdiction, (b) a 

person in the nature of a next friend selected to represent a minor plaintiff in an action, or (c) a 

guardian ad litem specially appointed by the court in which the action is pending.”  Pa. R. Civ. P. 

2026.  A petition for change of name is “commonly brought by the child’s natural or legal 

guardian pursuant to Pa.R.Civ.P. 2026.”  In re Change of Name of Zachary Thomas Andrew 
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Grimes, 609 A.2d 158, 161 n.3 (Pa. 1992).  The statute requires that notice be “[g]iven to any 

nonpetitioning parent of a child whose name may be affected by the proceedings.”  54 Pa. C.S.A. 

§ 701(a.1)(3)(ii)(B).  In Allegheny County, Form 505B(ii), Order Scheduling Hearing on Name 

Change, which is used if the petition is brought on behalf of a minor, orders the petitioner to 

“obtain an affidavit of consent from the non-petitioning parent and/or serve a copy of this 

scheduling order by certified and regular mail forthwith.” 

XI. IN FORMA PAUPERIS 

Potentially, one of the most important decisions you may make in your representation of 

your client is determining whether they qualify for IFP status, which permits the waiver of all 

court costs and fees – roughly $285 for a name change in Allegheny County, which is a 

substantial amount of money for many of our clients.  This is your decision because, under the 

Pennsylvania Rules of Civil Procedure, if an indigent client is represented by pro bono counsel, 

the court will defer to counsel’s special one-page representation claiming IFP status for their 

client – called an “attorney’s praecipe” – rather than require the detailed IFP motion that non-

represented petitioners must submit, which are subject to denial.  By filing an attorney’s 

praecipe, you are attesting as an officer of the court that your client is, in fact, indigent.  

Responsibility like this requires careful analysis before taking action. 

Allegheny County’s Neighborhood Legal Services Association (“NLSA”), which 

exclusively serves indigent clients, uses an income threshold of 125% of the Federal Poverty 

Guidelines to qualify for their legal services.  Use this as a general rule, though not a set ceiling, 

for the Name Change Project.24  The annual Federal Poverty Guidelines are available at 

https://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty-guidelines (see Appendix E).  Simply find the guideline that 

                                                 
24  For example, the Allegheny County Bar Foundation uses 250% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines in 
determining whether clients qualify for IFP. 
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corresponds with the size of your client’s household (usually just 1 person: themself), and 

multiply that amount by 1.25 to find the NLSA threshold.  Under the 2018 Federal Poverty 

Guidelines, the multiplied amount for a 1-person household is $15,175. 

Other factors, however, may inform your decision-making, such as your client’s living 

expenses, medical expenses, other debts, etc.  You should consult the In Forma Pauperis 

Verified Statement that non-represented petitioners must submit for the income and expense 

items required with that filing (see Appendix E).  We recommend having the client complete and 

sign the In Forma Pauperis Verified Statement because it will assist you in making your 

determination of whether your client qualifies for IFP status, and it is a best practice to have it in 

your records.  

If you determine that your client qualifies for IFP status, you should complete an 

attorney’s praecipe, available at Appendix E.  The Pennsylvania Rule regarding IFP states that 

“[a] party who is without financial resources to pay the costs of litigation is entitled to proceed in 

forma pauperis,” Pa. R. Civ. P. 240(b), and that “[i]f the party is represented by an attorney, the 

prothonotary shall allow the party to proceed in forma pauperis upon the filing of a praecipe 

which contains a certification by the attorney that he or she is providing free legal service to the 

party and believes the party is unable to pay the costs.”  Pa. R. Civ. P. 240(d)(1).25  The 

attorney’s praecipe must meet the form provided at Pa. R. Civ. P. 240(i), see Pa. R. Civ. P. 

240(d)(2), and that form is provided herein at Appendix E. 

Finally, IFP status covers only court costs, not the costs of publication in two newspapers 

in Allegheny County, which totals $228.  Some firms and companies have chosen to cover the 

publication costs of their transgender name change clients who qualify for IFP status.  Other 

firms and companies have chosen to cover all costs of their transgender name change clients 
                                                 
25  Available at http://www.pacode.com/secure/data/231/chapter200/s240.html. 
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(even if they do not qualify for IFP status) if they would otherwise be unable to afford the cost of 

a name change.  If your client qualifies for IFP status and your firm or company elects not to 

cover publication costs, then you will need to explain to your indigent client that they will need 

to cover publication costs even though their court fees are waived.  Clients are usually 

understanding, though they may need some extra time to secure the necessary funds.  

Occasionally, the Pittsburgh-based Garden of Peace Project26 has money available for 

transgender name change petitioners, and you might advise your client to inquire with that 

organization.  Also, Dr. Stacy Lane, a physician serving Pittsburgh’s LGBT community through 

her clinic, the Central Outreach Wellness Center, may have a fund available for local transgender 

individuals seeking name changes, and can be contacted at drstacylane@centraloutreach.com.  

Finally, after the 2016 election, a large number of funds were established to help trans people 

pay for name and gender marker changes.  Individuals who do not qualify for IFP may be able to 

receive assistance through these funds; however, TLDEF does not endorse any particular fund or 

distributing organization. 

XII. FILING THE NAME CHANGE PETITION 

Before filing the petition, be sure to create PDFs of the signed documents (the Name 

Change Petition and, if applicable, the IFP attorney’s praecipe, motion to waive the publication 

requirement or motion to seal the record and waive the publication requirement, and verified 

statement in support of the motion to waive the publication requirement or the motion to seal the 

record and waive the publication requirement) for your records.  It is also helpful to bring an 

extra copy of the cover page of each document for the clerk to time-stamp, which can then be 

added to your PDFs of the petitions.  Otherwise, you may have to wait upwards of a week to see 

your filing appear on the online docket, https://dcr.alleghenycounty.us/. 

                                                 
26  http://www.gardenofpeaceproject.org. 
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The Name Change Petition is filed at the Allegheny County Department of Court 

Records, Civil Division Cashier’s desk, located in the Civil/Family Division office on the first 

floor of the City-County Building, 414 Grant Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15219.  While most firms 

have designated staff members who handle court filings, you may wish to file your first petition 

yourself to familiarize yourself with the City-County Building.  Upon entering the building, you 

proceed through a metal detector and a bag x-ray machine, but there is no identification check 

(unlike at the Federal Courthouse).  The Civil/Family Division office is located at the back of the 

building on the left-hand side.  (Note that the Department of Court Records Wills/Orphans’ 

Court Division is located directly after security.)  When you enter the Civil/Family Division 

office, you will see a line for the Floor Personnel desk straight ahead.  You should not wait in 

this line, but instead proceed to the Cashier’s desk, which is located at the back of the office, 

around the corner to the right.   

Pursuant to Allegheny County Local Civil Rule 505(3)(b), you must give the Cashier 

clerk two copies of the verified Name Change Petition (including the requisite proposed orders), 

as well as one completed fingerprint card, the filing fee27 if your client is not proceeding IFP, 

and the following three pre-stamped envelopes:   

1) 8 ½ by 11 envelope28 addressed to 
PA State Police 
Central Repository 
1800 Elmerton Avenue 
Harrisburg, PA 17110 

2) letter-sized envelope addressed to 
Department of Court Records – Civil Division 
First Floor City-County Building  
414 Grant Street 

                                                 
27  Currently $160.25, see http://www.alleghenycounty.us/court-records/civil/new-case-filings.aspx (Petitions, 
Miscellaneous).  The filing fee must be paid by cash, law firm check, or money order – no personal checks or credit 
cards are accepted. 
28  Any envelope larger than 8 ½ by 11 is sufficient. 
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Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
ATTENTION:  Second Deputy 

3) letter-size envelope addressed to the attorney for the filing party (i.e., you). 

These envelopes are used in the fingerprint search process, described below.  After the Cashier 

clerk ensures satisfaction of the L.Cv.R. 505(3)(b) requirements, he or she will then enter data 

from the Name Change Petition into a computer and assign a case number.  Be sure to write this 

number down for your records – a good place is on your extra time-stamped copy of the cover 

page – before leaving the office. 

 If you believe that your client qualifies to proceed IFP, you must also give the Cashier 

clerk one copy of an attorney’s praecipe.  The Cashier clerk might simply stamp and return the 

attorney’s praecipe to you – if this occurs, request that the attorney’s praecipe be included on the 

docket (it will need to be shown to court personnel later in the name change process to receive 

free services). 

 If you determine that it is appropriate to file a motion to waive the publication 

requirement (but not seal the record) or file a motion to seal the record and waive the publication 

requirement (discussed below at Part XV.B), you should submit such motion and the other name 

change documents to the Special Name Change Judge as discussed below at Part XV.B(3).   

XIII. FINGERPRINT SEARCH 

After filing the Name Change Petition, you and your client must wait for the fingerprint 

card to be processed by the Pennsylvania State Police headquarters in Harrisburg.  Pursuant to 

the name change statute, the State Police receive “a duplicate copy of the application for change 

of name and a set of the person’s fingerprints.”  54 Pa. C.S.A. § 702(b)(1).  (Hence the 

requirement above for a large envelope addressed to Harrisburg.)  The State Police will then “use 

the fingerprints to determine if the person is subject to 18 Pa. C.S. Ch. 91 (relating to criminal 
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history record information).”  Id. at (b)(2).  If your client has a criminal history, it is not an 

automatic disqualification for a name change – the State Police simply “note the name change on 

the person’s criminal history record information.”  Id. at (b)(3)(i).29  In our limited experience 

with clients with criminal records, the Motions Judge or the Special Name Change Judge at the 

final hearing does not even mention it.  If no criminal history is found, then the fingerprints are 

destroyed.  See id. at (b)(3)(ii). 

After running the fingerprint search, the State Police “certify to the court what action has 

been taken.”  54 Pa. C.S.A. § 702(b)(4).  This is performed by way of a letter sent to the 

Department of Court Records using the letter-sized envelope described above.  The Department 

of Court Records then uses the second letter-sized envelope to inform you, as counsel, of the 

result.  By statute, the State Police have 60 days from their receipt of the fingerprint card and 

copy of the Name Change Petition to complete the fingerprint search and notify the court of the 

result.  See id.  In our experience, you may receive the result in 2 to 4 weeks.  Examples of the 

State Police certification and the Department of Court Records notice to counsel – for clients 

with and without criminal records – are available at Appendix C.  If you check the online docket, 

you may see the State Police results there before you receive the Department of Court Records 

letter – if this happens, it is fine to proceed to the next step before receiving the letter. 

XIV. SCHEDULING THE HEARING30 

A. Motions Court 

The notice letter from the Department of Court Records will tell you exactly what to do 

next: sign your client’s file out and take it to the Motions Clerk.  This is when you will schedule 

                                                 
29  Those with felony convictions on their record, however, may be prohibited from obtaining a name change.  
See 54 Pa. C.S.A. § 702(c). 
30  This step is only applicable if publication has not been waived before the Special Name Change Judge (i.e., 
if publication has not been waived of if publication was waived in General Motions court).  If proceeding before the 
Special Name Change Judge, see “New Procedure to Waive Publication or Seal the Record and Waive Publication 
before the Special Name Change Judge”, below. 
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the date of the final name change hearing, so be sure to consult your and your client’s calendars 

beforehand, noting when you may have conflicts in the coming weeks.   

As the Department of Court Records, Civil Division notice letter should say, you retrieve 

your client’s file by returning to the clerk’s office and visiting the “Paper Counter.”  The Paper 

Counter is the desk on the left when you enter the office.  You must fill out a card for the paper 

clerk to find your file, and enter your contact information into the log book.  A board at the Paper 

Counter states where Motions Court is being held (usually Room 817 or 703) and the judge 

handling motions that day. 

Motions Court is typically in session every day at 9:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.31  Court 

procedures require that the attorney of record be present to schedule the hearing.  Try to visit 

Motions Court at a down time, when the Motions Clerk is not inundated with a courtroom full of 

parties.  Or stand in line to speak with the Motions Clerk a few minutes before a session begins.  

When you give the file to the Motions Clerk and say that you’d like to schedule a hearing for a 

name change, be sure to inform the clerk of any unusual items in your petition, such as the 

request for a waiver of the publication requirement or an IFP client’s request for several free 

certified copies of the final order.  The Motions Clerk will work with you to find an appropriate 

time for the final hearing, will write the details in the first of the two proposed orders that you 

originally included in the Name Change Petition, and then will take the file back to the Motions 

Judge for signature.  Sometimes counsel does not see or interact with the Motions Judge at this 

time, but you should be prepared to be called to the podium to present the motion or to chambers 

to discuss any unusual items in the petition if they exist. 

                                                 
31  But check the Court’s General Motions calendar, https://www.alleghenycourts.us/docupost/civil_motions_ 
calendar.aspx, to confirm that a special schedule is not in effect for a certain date. 
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The Pennsylvania statute states that “[t]he hearing shall be held not less than one month 

nor more than three months after the petition is filed.”  54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701(a.1)(3)(i).  “Filed” is 

a vague term – it could mean when you first submit the Name Change Petition to the Department 

of Court Records, Civil Division, or when you present the petition to the Motions Clerk.  In our 

experience, this timing provision is not a significant hurdle, and the Motions Clerk will schedule 

the hearing whenever convenient for you and your client.  Be sure, however, to leave enough 

time for you to complete the publication and judgment search requirements (detailed below) 

before appearing for the final name change hearing.32 

B. Special Name Change Judge 

The above instruction only applies if you are proceeding in Motions Court (i.e., you have 

not waived the publication requirement or sealed the record and waived the publication 

requirement).  If you are proceeding before the Special Name Change Judge (i.e., you have 

waived publication or sealed the record), there is no need to schedule the final hearing using the 

Order Scheduling Hearing on Name Change.  Rather, you and your client can attend a final name 

change hearing before the Special Name Change Judge.33   

XV. PUBLICATION REQUIREMENT AND WAIVER 

 At this time, we encourage all clients to attempt to seal the record and waive the 

publication before the Special Name Change Judge (even if the client is not concerned 

about the publication process and/or people obtaining access to their court file). 

Unless waived by the court, the next step in the name change process is to publish the 

details of the upcoming name change hearing in two local newspapers of general circulation.  For 

                                                 
32  In general, you should provide yourself with at least four (4) weeks to complete the publication process and 
complete all requirement judgment searches. 
33  See “New Procedure to Waive Publication or Seal the Record and Waive Publication before the Special 
Name Change Judge”, below. 
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many of our clients, the prospect of having their name change advertised in the newspaper – and, 

resultingly, online – causes understandable concern.  You will need to counsel your client on 

whether to pursue waiver of the publication requirement.  It may help to show your client 

examples of other name change advertisements, available at Appendix F, so they can see the size 

of the ads and how they appear on the page. 

Physical newspapers are not the only media in which the name change advertisements 

appear, however.  They also appear online, and your client should be advised that the Internet 

has a long memory.  We have searched Google for the names of clients who we assisted several 

years ago, and their name change advertisements are still found on the web.  If your client does 

not want a record of their name change to be preserved online, you should consider requesting 

that the court seal the file and waive the publication requirement.  This procedure is also 

discussed below. 

A. Publication Requirement 

The Pennsylvania statute directs that, “upon filing of the petition, the court shall … by 

order, direct that notice be given of the filing of the petition and of the date set for the hearing on 

the petition ….”  54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701(a.1)(3)(ii).  The statute further directs that the petitioner 

must file the notice “in two newspapers of general circulation in the county where the petitioner 

resides or a county contiguous to that county.  One of the publications may be in the official 

paper for the publication of legal notices in the county.”  54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701(a.1)(3)(ii)(A).  The 

purpose of the publication requirement is to give notice of the hearing to parties who may wish 

to lawfully object to the name change. 

In Allegheny County, via the Order Scheduling Hearing on Name Change, the court sets 

the time and date for the hearing, and directs the petitioner to “advertise once in the Pittsburgh 

Legal Journal and once in a newspaper of general circulation in Allegheny County.”  
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Allegheny County L.Cv.R. Form 505B(i) (emphasis added).  Note the slight variance from the 

statute; by Allegheny County Local Civil Rule, publication is required in the Pittsburgh Legal 

Journal (“PLJ”) and restricted to newspapers of general circulation within the county.  In 

Allegheny County, the publication requirement is fulfilled by publishing in the PLJ and the 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.  (The Pittsburgh Tribune-Review is no longer in print in Allegheny 

County, and thus is not available to fulfill the publication requirement.)  We do not recommend 

attempting to satisfy the publication requirement with any other newspapers.34 

As stated above, IFP clients are not exempt from the costs of publication, because they 

are not court costs.  The current fees for publication are: 

 Pittsburgh Legal Journal:  $104, flat rate35 
 

 Pittsburgh Post-Gazette:  $124, flat rate 
 

To publish in the Post-Gazette, contact their Legal Advertising department at 412-263-

1440 or legaladvertising@post-gazette.com.  The Post-Gazette requires a “Change of Name 

Notice” form, available at http://www.post-gazette.com/legaladvertisingdocs, to be submitted to 

them.  A sample of the Post-Gazette’s general “Change of Name Notice” form is available at 

Appendix F.  Billing can occur by invoice after publication. 

The easiest way to publish in the PLJ is to do so with their new online advertising tool for 

attorneys, at https://type.pittsburghlegaljournal.org/login.  Registration and credit card payment 

are required.  You will “Create a New Notice,” select the “Change of Name” template, and enter 

                                                 
34 A newspaper of general circulation is one that is “issued daily, or not less than once a week, intended for 
general distribution and circulation, and sold at fixed prices per copy per week, per month, or per annum, to 
subscribers and readers without regard to business, trade, profession or class.”  45 Pa. C.S.A. § 101(a).  You can find 
a detailed explanation of the statute on the Pennsylvania NewsMedia Association’s website at 
http://panewsmedia.org/legal/legaltopics/definitionnewspaper. 
 Free papers do not satisfy the statute, and it can be argued that religious or ethnic newspapers may not meet 
the statutory definition because they are not intended for distribution and circulation to a general audience, but rather 
to a specific subset of the population. 
35  See https://www.pittsburghlegaljournal.org/pdf/Daily_Rate_Card.pdf. 
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the requested information, including all of your client’s “a/k/a” names if applicable.  If you have 

multiple lawyers handling the matter, and want all attorney names to appear in the advertisement, 

then call the PLJ before you make the submission – they should be able to add additional text 

after the advertisement is sent to them, but you should not incur the $104 fee until you are sure 

they can assist with adding the additional attorney name. 

Alternatively, download the PLJ’s Change of Name form36 and submit a completed form 

along with payment of $104 to the PLJ’s office.  If you go in person, the PLJ is located in the 

ACBA offices on the 4th Floor of the Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 

15219.  Note that the PLJ requires payment up front before publishing any advertisements. 

Finally, the PLJ has a desk at the Wills/Orphans’ Court office in the City-County 

Building, where name change ads can be placed for that newspaper. 

Do not delay in submitting your publication requests.  It typically takes a full week from 

the date an advertisement is submitted until it will appear in the newspaper, and another week for 

the proof of publication to arrive in the mail to you. 

Proof of publication is provided to the court in the form of an Affidavit of Publication 

from each newspaper.  The affidavits are automatically mailed to you as counsel, and typically 

take a week to arrive following publication.  Examples of Affidavits of Publication are available 

at Appendix F. 

B. Waiver 

 In certain instances, it is appropriate to file either (i) a motion to seal the record and 

waive the publication requirement or (ii) a motion to waive the publication requirement.  This is 

something that should be discussed with your client at your initial meeting, as stated above. 

                                                 
36  See Appendix F.  It is available at https://www.pittsburghlegaljournal.org/pdf/Change_of_Name.pdf. 
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At this time, we recommend that all name change clients seek to seal the record and 

waive the publication requirement before the Special Name Change Judge.  If you plan to 

file a motion to seal the record and/or waive the publication requirement, please be sure to 

follow the procedure outlined in Section 3, below, and please contact Reed Smith attorney 

Stefan Dann (412-288-4325; sdann@reedsmith.com). 

At this time, we also recommend that the petitioner or counsel for the petitioner 

conduct a search of the Department of Court Records online civil docket (available at 

https://dcr.alleghenycounty.us/Civil/LoginSearch.aspx) after filing a name change petition 

under seal to confirm that name change cases filed under seal are in fact not able to found 

in the online docket.  We recently learned that the docket and documents for a number of 

name change matters filed under seal were available on the Department of Court Records 

online civil docket and were searchable by both case number and the petitioner’s name. 

The applicable statute provides that “[i]f the court finds that the notice required … would 

jeopardize the safety of the person seeking the name change or his or her child or ward, the 

notice required shall be waived by order of the court.  Upon granting the request to waive any 

notice requirement, the court shall seal the file.”  54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701(a.1)(3)(iii).  Practically 

speaking, although the relevant statutory language states that “the court shall seal the file” when 

granting the request to waive publication, 54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701(a.1)(3)(iii) (emphasis added), at 

least one judge on the Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas has required an additional 

showing to seal the file even if a publication waiver is granted.  For this reason, when moving to 

seal the file you will need to file a joint motion to seal the record and waive the publication 

requirement.  The procedures to waive the publication requirement and seal the record and waive 

the publication requirement are both are discussed below. 
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Prior to filing any name change documents, the motion to waive the publication 

requirement or the motion to seal the file and waive the publication requirement must be 

submitted to the Special Name Change Judge’s with the Name Change Petition and any other 

name change documents (i.e., IFP praecipe and verified statement in support of the motion to 

waive the publication requirement or the motion to seal the file and waive the publication 

requirement).37 

Note that both motions require a verification or affidavit by the client.38  For efficiency’s 

sake, you may ask the client to sign the verification or affidavit before you finalize the document, 

but be sure to confirm any subsequent changes with your client before filing.  Further note that 

both motions require a Verified Statement in support of the motion that must be signed by the 

client.  Again, for efficiency’s sake, you may ask the client to sign the Verified Statement before 

you finalize the document, but be sure to confirm any subsequent changes with your client before 

filing.   

1. Seal and Waiver 

If you determine that it is appropriate to file a motion to seal the file and waive the 

publication requirement pursuant to 54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701(a.1)(3)(iii), then the Name Change 

Petition must state that the client desires both a waiver of the notice requirement and a sealing of 

the file.  54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701(a.1)(2)(v) (“The petition must set forth . . . [i]f the petitioner 

requests the court proceed under paragraph (3)(iii) [describing waiver].”).  This can be done with 

a simple statement included under paragraph 6 of the Name Change Petition, reason for name 

change, for example:  “I request pursuant to 54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701(a.1)(3)(iii) that this Court seal 

the file and waive the notice requirement of 54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701(a.1)(3)(ii) because I fear that a 

                                                 
37  See “New Procedure to Waive Publication or Seal the Record and Waive Publication before the Special 
Name Change Judge”, below. 
38  The main difference between a verification and an affidavit is that an affidavit must be notarized. 
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published notice of this Petition will jeopardize my safety and the safety of my family.  I have 

filed a separate Motion to Seal the Verified Petition for a Name Change and Waive the 

Publication Requirement.” 

In addition to this language in the petition, you must file a separate motion to seal the file 

and waive the publication requirement, a sample of which is included in Appendix F.  The 

separate motion should state the relevant statutory language from 54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701(a.1)(3)(ii) 

& (iii) and the reason why the petitioner believes that notice would jeopardize his or her safety or 

that of his or her child or ward.  Although the statutory language is limited to considering “the 

safety of the person seeking the name change or his or her child or ward,” we also have 

successfully obtained a seal and waiver by showing that a client had reason to believe that a 

close family member’s health would be negatively affected were they to learn of the petitioner’s 

name change or transgender identity. 

The petitioner may point to past discrimination, violence, harassment, or abuse based on 

his or her transgender identity, but it is not necessarily required.  In our experience, some judges 

(including the current Special Name Change Judge) have been willing to waive the notice 

requirement and seal the file based on objective evidence that transgender individuals generally 

are vulnerable to high rates of violence, harassment, and abuse.  In addition, we have had success 

indicating that the client may experience discrimination based on his or her transgender identity 

in housing and employment in the future before the current Special Name Change Judge.  To 

support the fact that transgender individuals are subject to high rates of violence and abuse, we 

have relied on (and attached to the motion) the following studies: (i) Rebecca L. Stotzer, 

Violence against transgender people: A review of United States data, Aggression and Violent 



 

38 

Behavior 14 (2009) 170-7939; and (ii) the Executive Summary of the 2015 U.S. Transgender 

Survey,40 released on December 8, 2016, which is the largest survey ever devoted to the lives 

and experiences of trans people, with almost 28,000 respondents. 

If you determine that it is appropriate to file a motion to seal the record and waive the 

publication requirement, you will need to provide the court with your motion (in addition to the 

documents and envelopes described above) and an envelope marked “TO BE FILED UNDER 

SEAL” on the top and bottom (this language should also be highlighted), which will hold all of 

the documents filed on the docket.  If the Special Name Change Judge grants your motion to seal 

the file and waive the publication requirement, you will need to take the file to the Cashier clerk, 

provide the Cashier clerk with the order signed by the Special Name Change Judge and obtain a 

date-stamped copy for your records.  You will also need to go to the Paper Counter to ensure that 

the Department of Court Records seals the file. 

2. Waiver Only 

If you determine that it is appropriate to file a motion to waive the publication 

requirement pursuant to 54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701(a.1)(3)(iii), but not seal the file, you can use the 

sample motion contained in Appendix F. 

If you determine that it is appropriate to move for waiver of publication, then the Name 

Change Petition should state that the client desires a waiver of the publication requirement (but 

not that the client desires to have the file sealed).  We recommend including the following 

language at Paragraph 6 of the Name Change Petition:  “I request pursuant to 54 Pa. C.S.A. § 

701(a.1)(3)(iii) that this Court waive the notice requirement of 54 § 701(a.1)(3)(ii) because I fear 

that a published notice of this Petition will jeopardize my safety and the safety of my family.  I 

                                                 
39  See Appendix F for a copy of this study, which is available at http://www.researchgate.net/publication/ 
222055542_Violence_against_transgender_people_A_review_of_United_States_data/file/3deec52578acf33ed7.pdf. 
40  See http://www.ustranssurvey.org/report. 
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have filed a separate Motion to Waive the Publication Requirement.”  Correspondingly, the 

separate motion to waive the publication requirement should state that the client is moving only 

to waive publication (but not to seal the file). 

3. New Procedure to Waive Publication or Seal the Record and Waive 
Publication before the Special Name Change Judge 

 In 2017, a new name change procedure was instituted for any name change petitioner 

seeking to waive the publication requirement or seal the record and waive the publication 

requirement.  If a petitioner is seeking to waive the publication requirement or seal the record 

and waive the publication requirement, they will no longer proceed in Motions Court.  Rather, 

the new procedure directs name change petitioners seeking to waive the publication requirement 

or seal the record and waive the publication requirement to the Special Name Change Judge 

(currently Judge Christine Ward).  Once a month, Judge Ward will hold a name change 

ceremony for qualifying petitioners, which family and friends can attend.  This monthly hearing 

is intended to be more celebratory and intimate than is typically experienced in Motions Court.  

(The procedure detailed below contains accommodations for those who cannot make the monthly 

ceremony.) 

 If any name change petitioner determines that it is appropriate to submit a motion to 

waive the publication requirement or seal the record and waive the publication requirement in the 

Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas pursuant to 54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701(a.1)(3)(iii), then 

counsel or the petitioner should follow the below procedure. 

Counsel or the petitioner must place the following in the box on the counter of the 

secretary to the Special Name Change Judge (currently Judge Christine Ward, Room 819 City-

County Building): 
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1. Completed and signed Verified Name Change Petition (including 1 copy of the 

petition, the fingerprint card, and the stamped and addressed envelopes), in compliance with 54 

Pa. C.S.A. § 701(a.1)(2) and Local Civil Rule 505(3); and 

2. Motion to Waive the Publication Requirement or Motion to Seal the Record and 

Waive the Publication Requirement (the “Motion”), a Verified Statement in support of the 

Motion (a sample of which is included in Appendix F), and a Proposed Order. 

The Special Name Change Judge will review the Motion and other documentation, and 

will either grant or deny the Motion.  If the Motion is granted, the Special Name Change Judge 

will sign an order granting the waiver of the publication requirement and/or directing the 

Department of Court Records, Civil Division to seal the record and/or waive the publication 

requirement.  If the order directs that the record shall be sealed, the order will permit only the 

petitioner, petitioner’s counsel, the Special Name Change Judge, the Special Name Change 

Judge’s Clerk, and the Clerk of the Motions Court to view and to sign out the record.  After the 

Special Name Change Judge has granted the Motion, counsel or the petitioner will be contacted 

and be directed to retrieve the Verified Name Change Petition, Motion, Verified Statement, and 

signed order from the Special Name Change Judge’s secretary.     

If the Motion is denied, the Special Name Change Judge will sign an order stating the 

reason(s) for the denial, and permitting counsel or the petitioner to attempt to correct the 

deficiencies and re-file the Motion.  Alternatively counsel or the petitioner may file the signed 

order and the Verified Name Change Petition with the Department of Court Records, Civil 

Division and proceed in Motions Court with the name change procedures described in Local 

Civil Rule 505 (in which case the procedures below will no longer apply to the petitioner).   
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If the Motion is granted, counsel or the petitioner should proceed by filing the Verified 

Name Change Petition, Motion and Verified Statement, and signed order with the Department of 

Court Records, notifying the clerk of the order to seal the record (if applicable).  When filing the 

Verified Name Change Petition with the Department of Court Records, Civil Division, the 

petitioner will pay the filing fee or submit the necessary papers for IFP status.  As always, 

counsel or the petitioner should note the case number that is assigned to the case file.  It will be 

needed later in the process.   

After counsel or the petitioner receive notice that the fingerprinting process has been 

completed, unless the petitioner has a prior conviction of a felony, the petitioner will not 

schedule a final hearing in Motions Court.  Instead, the petitioner may attend any upcoming final 

name change hearing with the Special Name Change Judge in the Special Name Change Judge’s 

courtroom.  The petitioner or their counsel should call the Special Name Change Judge’s 

secretary (currently (412)-350-5793) to register for an upcoming final hearing session, the date 

and time of which can be provided by the secretary.  The Special Name Change Judge generally 

conducts a name change hearing on the last Friday of each month at 1:30 P.M.  Please note this 

is subject to change due to holidays and the Special Name Change Judge’s calendar. 

Prior to attending the hearing, counsel or the petitioner shall obtain a judgment search 

from all counties in which the petitioner has resided during the last five (5) years.  The written 

results of the judgment search(es) shall be presented to the Special Name Change Judge at the 

hearing.41 

On the day of the name change hearing, the petitioner or their counsel must sign out the 

case file from the Paper Counter at the Department of Court Records, Civil Division (photo 

identification is required if the record is sealed), and bring the case file to the hearing with the 
                                                 
41  See “Judgment Search”, below. 
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Special Name Change Judge.  If the petitioner’s or their counsel’s request to sign out the case file 

is denied by the Department of Court Records, then the petitioner may come to the hearing and 

notify the Special Name Change Judge, who will address the issue. 

Pursuant to 54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701(a.1)(5), if the Special Name Change Judge is satisfied 

that there is no lawful objection to the granting of the petition, then the Court may enter a decree 

changing the petitioner’s name as petitioned.  After the decree is entered by the Court, the 

petitioner may bring the case file to Certified Copies desk in the Department of Court Records, 

to obtain certified copies of the final decree.  The petitioner must pay the published fee for each 

certified copy, unless otherwise ordered in writing by the Court. 

If the petitioner has a prior conviction of a felony but is not barred by 54 Pa. C.S.A. § 

702(c) from obtaining a judicial change of name, the petitioner may not proceed with the Special 

Name Change Judge, but must schedule a time and date for a final hearing in Motions Court and 

comply with all other requirements of Local Civil Rule 505(3)(c)-(e). 

If the petition is submitted on behalf of a minor, and a parent objects to the name change, 

then the case shall be transferred to the Family Division as stated in Local Civil Rule 505(3)(f). 

If counsel or the petitioner cannot attend a final hearing session, counsel or the petitioner 

may request a special hearing with the Special Name Change Judge, subject to the Special Name 

Change Judge’s availability.  A request for a special hearing can be made with the Special Name 

Change Judge’s secretary.  The petitioner must provide the Special Name Change Judge’s 

secretary with multiple available dates and times, and the petitioner will be notified whether the 

Special Name Change Judge can accommodate the request.  If the petitioner cannot attend a 

scheduled final hearing session or a special hearing, then the petitioner may request an in-

chambers review of the petition by request to the Special Name Change Judge’s secretary, by 
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providing the secretary with the case number, the petitioner’s name, and the written results of the 

judgment search(es).  The Special Name Change Judge or the Special Name Change Judge’s 

clerk will sign out the case file from the Department of Court Records, Civil Division, and the 

Special Name Change Judge will review the petition.  If counsel or the petitioner requested an 

in-chambers review of the petition, then counsel or the petitioner will be contacted after the 

Special Name Change Judge has made a decision on the decree.  The Special Name Change 

Judge will return the case file to the Department of Court Records, Civil Division, where counsel 

or the petitioner may sign out the case file from the Paper Counter to obtain certified copies. 

XVI. JUDGMENT SEARCH 

Under the Pennsylvania statute, a name change petitioner must present to the court at the 

final hearing “[a]n official search of the proper offices of the county where petitioner resides and 

of any other county where petitioner has resided within five years prior to filing the petition 

showing that there are no judgments, decrees of record or other similar matters against the 

petitioner.”  54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701(a.1)(4)(ii)(B).  In Allegheny County, the Order Scheduling 

Hearing on Name Change likewise states that “[t]he Petitioner shall obtain a judgment search 

from all counties in which Petitioner has resided during the last five (5) years.”  Allegheny 

County L.Cv.R. Form 505B(i). 

A. Allegheny County Judgment Search 

The judgment search for Allegheny County is initiated by counsel, and conducted by the 

clerks in the Civil/Family Division office.  To make the request, use the stairs by the Cashier’s 

desk to visit the second floor.  The clerks near the banks of computers will take your client’s 

information and run the search.  If your client is proceeding IFP, you should provide a copy of 

the IFP praecipe to the clerk at the time you request the judgment search.  Because the judgment 

search takes some time, we recommend that you request the search 3 days before the final 
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hearing.  The judgment search also must be made within 30 days of the final hearing.  The day of 

the final hearing, retrieve the judgment search results (see Appendix C for an example) from the 

second-floor clerks and bring the document to the Motions Court clerk or the Special Name 

Change Judge clerk, as applicable.  The second-floor clerks are resistant to allowing the 

judgment search to be retrieved earlier than the day of the final hearing, but if you have any 

concern about existing judgments for your client they may be amenable to running a preliminary 

search for your client’s name in the Pennsylvania database. 

The judgment search costs $25, and you must present a payment receipt to the second-

floor clerks at the time of ordering the judgment search.42  If your client has IFP status, be sure 

that the attorney’s praecipe is on the docket or you give a copy of the document to the second-

floor clerks when requesting the judgment search, so that you can prove to the second-floor 

clerks that your client should not pay for this court cost. 

B. Judgment Searches in Other Counties 

The second-floor clerks will only search for money judgments in Allegheny County.  If 

your client has resided outside of Allegheny County within the last five years, then you will need 

to contact the local court clerks in those other counties regarding how to obtain judgment 

searches in their jurisdictions. 

1. Pennsylvania Counties 

For other counties in Pennsylvania, contact the Prothonotary’s Office of that county’s 

Court of Common Pleas to inquire whether they offer judgment search services.  If they do not, 

then you may need to hire a local law firm or a local abstractor to conduct a lien search and 

provide you with a confirmation letter.  One of our Name Change Project volunteer attorneys 

provided the following information for some nearby counties: 

                                                 
42  See http://www.alleghenycounty.us/court-records/civil/miscellaneous-filings.aspx (Search). 



 

45 

For Armstrong County, we were able to get a 1-day password from the County 
that allowed us to conduct a search using the county’s on-line database, for which 
we then supplied an attorney affidavit.  Blair and Somerset Counties do not have 
general online access.  In Blair, a local law firm completed the search at the 
reduced rate of $35, providing a cover letter that we could provide to the court 
indicating that no liens were found.  In Somerset, a local abstractor completed the 
search for just $15.43  Her search incorporated not only the client’s full name but 
similarly spelled names, and included her cover letter containing the results.  She 
indicated that $15 would be her standard search fee for a single individual. 
 

2. Out-of-State Counties 

Some states maintain websites to search for judgments within their respective counties.44  

There may be additional costs for these out-of-state judgment searches.  Some out-of-state 

counties will only provide a certification if a judgment exists, and will not issue a certificate 

regarding the non-existence of judgments against an individual.  This has been our experience 

with New York and Virginia.  If this occurs, and if your search reveals no judgments against 

your client, then you can submit an affidavit or verified statement (to avoid notarization) to the 

Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas detailing the steps that you took – the clerks with 

whom you spoke and the websites that you searched – to confirm that there are no existing 

judgments against your client.  A sample affidavit/verified statement is included in Appendix C. 

C. Outstanding Judgments 

The vast majority of our clients have no judgments on their records.  In a rare instance 

when a client was discovered to have an outstanding judgment at the final hearing, one of our 

volunteers was nevertheless able to advocate for a successful name change at that hearing.  That 

lawyer asked the judge to enter language into the final Decree for Change of Name ordering that 

(i) notice of the name change be provided to the judgment creditor, and (ii) a copy of the Decree 

                                                 
43  The Somerset abstractor’s contact information is Deb DiLoreto, DLD Abstracting, 222 West Garrett Street, 
Somerset, PA 15501, (814) 445-2432, deb222@comcast.net. 
44  Maryland and Delaware, for example, maintain such websites.  See Maryland Judiciary Case Search, 
http://casesearch.courts.state.md.us/inquiry/inquiry-index.jsp; Delaware State CourtConnect, 
https://courtconnect.courts.delaware.gov/public/ck_public_qry_main.cp_main_idx. 
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for Change of Name be mailed to the county prothonotary (the judgment was in another 

Pennsylvania county) so that the judgment could be indexed against the petitioner’s new legal 

name.  Specifically, the additional language, handwritten as new paragraphs to the Decree for 

Change of Name, stated: 

It is further ORDERED that Petitioner, directly or through counsel, shall provide 
notice to [creditor’s name], [optional further description of creditor], holding a 
judgment against Petitioner in [county], [state].  Such notice shall be provided by 
overnight courier to [creditor’s name]. 
 
It is further ORDERED that the Prothonotary of [county], PA, shall index the 
judgment against Petitioner in favor of [creditor’s name] against [CLIENT’S 
NEW LEGAL NAME]. 
 

While contrary to the statutory language (“… showing that there are no judgments … against the 

petitioner”), this result makes sense given the concern that name change petitions should not be 

filed to defraud the public (i.e., to avoid creditors).  Providing notice of the name change to the 

creditor and the prothonotary/clerk nullifies the concern of defrauding the public/avoiding 

creditors. 

Please note that this result may vary from judge to judge, and another potential outcome 

is that the final hearing would be postponed pending resolution of any outstanding judgments. 

XVII. THE FINAL HEARING 

You will attend the final name change hearing with your client.  (If you are not admitted 

to practice, arrange for a supervising attorney to attend with you.)  If you are proceeding in 

Motions Court, name change hearings are typically scheduled for 9:45 a.m. in Motions Court.  If 

you are proceeding before the Special Name Change Judge, name change hearings are typically 

scheduled for 1:30 P.M. in the Special Name Change Judge’s courtroom.  Arrange to meet your 

client at least 30 minutes before the scheduled hearing to allow time for lateness and passing 
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through security, as well as checking in with the applicable clerk.  Let your client know that, if 

they have it, business attire is appropriate, but not necessary. 

Beforehand, retrieve the judgment search results from the second-floor clerks.  If you are 

proceeding in Motions Court, the motions clerk will already have your client’s file, and when 

you check in you will need to add the judgment search results (including any affidavits or 

documents regarding out-of-state judgment searches) and the affidavits of publication (if 

applicable) to the file before it is reviewed by the Motions Judge.  If you are proceeding before 

the Special Name Change Judge, you will need to check our your client’s file at the Paper 

Counter.  When you check in you will need to add the judgment search results (including any 

affidavits or documents regarding out-of-state judgment searches) to the file before it is reviewed 

by the Special Name Change Judge.   

In Allegheny County, the hearing is informal and very brief.  You will go to the 

applicable courtroom at the time set for your hearing and the judge will call “In re [petitioner’s 

name].”  You will present yourself to the judge, introduce your client,45 and summarize your 

petition, highlighting that the publication (if applicable) and judgment search requirements have 

been met.  The judge may ask a few questions before he or she signs off on the order, but 

typically not.  There is no court reporter – the only record of the proceeding is the final order. 

Although we have not experienced any objections to our clients’ name changes, the 

statute provides that “[a]ny person having lawful objection to the change of name may appear 

and be heard.”  54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701(a.1)(4)(i).  While “lawful objection” is not defined in the 

                                                 
45 Rarely, clients have not appeared at their final hearings.  Through the attorneys’ advocacy, however, the 
Motions Judges have granted the name changes despite the absences.  In the unlikely event that this occurs again, 
request to go last to give your client time to arrive, and if the client is still not there when you are called, do your 
best to convey to the judge the importance of the name change to your client and request that the judge grant the 
petition.  One Motions Judge conditioned the final order on the submission of an affidavit explaining why the client 
(who was ill) was not present for the final hearing. 
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statute, bear in mind that the “primary purpose of the Judicial Change of Name Statute, other 

than with regard to minor children, is to prohibit fraud by those attempting to avoid financial 

obligations.”  In re McIntyre, 715 A.2d at 402.46  With respect to minors, non-consenting parents 

could certainly raise lawful objections to a judicial change of name unrelated to financial debts. 

Inspect the order you receive carefully.  Ensure that everything is correct and that the 

name is correctly broken down into first, middle, and last names.  If you later notice an error, you 

will need to make a motion to correct the order. 

XVIII. CERTIFIED COPIES OF THE NAME CHANGE ORDER 

Immediately after the Decree for Change of Name has been granted by the court, you 

should obtain certified copies of the name change order from the Department of Court Records, 

Civil Division.  You will take the freshly signed order to the clerk’s desk near the emergency 

exit.  The cost is $20 per certified copy.47  Remember that payment is only by cash, law firm 

check, or money order – no personal checks or credit cards are accepted.  If your client is 

proceeding IFP, then include in the proposed final order a line stating that your client should 

receive a certain number of free certified copies in light of their IFP status, otherwise your client 

will be required to pay for all certified copies. 

Your client will likely need three to five certified copies, depending on how many 

documents they must change.  Most agencies (including Social Security and the DMV) do not 

keep the certified copy.  For birth certificate changes, the certified copy is retained.  For passport 

applications, the certified copy must be submitted, but will eventually be returned.  Most non-

governmental bodies will accept a photocopy.  If your client has further questions about 

changing their names with these types of services, refer them to TLDEF.  Advise your client that 

                                                 
46  We recommend bringing three copies of In re McIntyre (see Appendix B) to the final hearing should the 
Motions Judge or an objector need to be refreshed on the Pennsylvania Supreme Court’s standard. 
47  See http://www.alleghenycounty.us/court-records/civil/miscellaneous-filings.aspx (Certified Copy). 
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if they later need to purchase more certified copies, they can visit the Department of Court 

Records on their own. 

XIX. FINAL STEPS 

A. Changing Official Documents 

During their intake with TLDEF, clients are provided with information on how to change 

their names on documents such as their Social Security card, driver’s license, birth certificate, 

etc.  TLDEF may also offer guidance on how to change the gender marker/sex designation on 

federal or PA identification.  Please refer clients with such questions back to TLDEF. 

B. Feedback To TLDEF 

When you have completed the process, please let TLDEF know by contacting AC 

Dumlao at adumlao@transgenderlegal.org.  We are particularly interested in anything unusual 

that happened, e.g., if the judge denied a request for waiver of publication, if the judge required 

unusual notifications, and how you handled criminal convictions—did you provide certificates of 

disposition, and if not, did the judge question the client about the convictions?  Receiving reports 

from attorneys is the only way we can be alerted to problematic practices and gather knowledge 

to share with others in the Name Change Project. 

Thank you for volunteering with the Name Change Project!
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TLDEF Participant Explanation Letter 

Congratulations on your decision to pursue a legal name change, and welcome to 

Transgender Legal Defense & Education Fund’s Name Change Project! 

The Name Change Project is run in conjunction with several law firms that are assisting 

us in this project. TLDEF coordinates the project but does not provide any of the legal services 

for your name change. We are not your lawyers and no attorney-client relationship exists 

between you and TLDEF. You will sign a retainer agreement with the law firm to which you are 

assigned, and that law firm will provide all legal services to you in connection with your name 

change. 

You will not be charged any legal fees for these services. Please be aware that your name 

change cannot be completed without your active participation. Your obligations as part of this 

agreement are: 

(1) to provide your attorney with complete and accurate information and/or 

documentation as requested by your attorney; and  

(2) to keep all scheduled appointments. Where you cannot make it to a scheduled 

appointment, it is your obligation to call your attorney in a timely way to reschedule the 

appointment. 

By signing below, you indicate that this information was explained to you by an intake 

counselor, and that you have read and understand it. 
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TLDEF Intake Form 

Lawyer  

Firm  

Date Assigned to Attorney  

Intake Date  

Preferred First Name(s)  

Preferred Middle Name(s)  

Preferred Last Name(s)  

Legal Name  

Aliases   

What pronouns do you prefer?  

Phone  

E-mail  

Contact Notes  

Age  

Birthdate  

Place of Birth  

Has birth certificate?  

Birth Certificate Number  

Current Address  

Housing Situation  

Lives With  

Citizenship/Immigration Status  

Marital Status  

Do you have any children?  

Have you ever been convicted of a 
crime? 

 

Have you ever declared bankruptcy?  

Do you owe anyone any money? Are 
there any judgments again you? 

 

Are you currently a party to any legal 
proceedings? 
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Have you previously asked a court to 
change your name? 

 

Describe the reason for your name 
change. 

 

Do you feel that publication would 
threaten your safety?  If so, are there 
any specific situations or events that 
lead you to feel that way? 

 

Gender Identity  

Race/Ethnicity  

Educational Background (include name 
of university currently attending, if any) 

 

Occupation  

Place of Employment  

Can you pay the fees and costs of the 
name change on your own? 

 

Do you receive Public Assistance?  

Do you use Medicaid?  

Please list all sources of income.  

Please list what property you own.  
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resides or a county contiguous to that county. One of the publications may be in the official 
paper for the publication of legal notices in the county. 

 
(B) Given to any nonpetitioning parent of a child whose name may be affected by the 
proceedings. 

 
(iii) If the court finds that the notice required in subparagraph (ii) would jeopardize the safety 
of the person seeking the name change or his or her child or ward, the notice required shall 
be waived by order of the court. Upon granting the request to waive any notice requirement, 
the court shall seal the file. In all cases filed under this paragraph, whether or not the name 
change petition is granted, there shall be no public access to any court record of the name 
change petition, proceeding or order, unless the name change is granted but the file is not 
sealed. The records shall only be opened by order of the court in which the petition was 
granted based upon a showing of good cause or at the applicant's request. 

 
(4) At the hearing, the following apply: 

 
(i) Any person having lawful objection to the change of name may appear and be heard. 

 
(ii) The petitioner must present to the court all of the following: 

 
(A) Proof of publication of the notice under paragraph (3)(ii) unless petitioner requested the 
court proceed under paragraph (3)(iii) and the court granted the request. 

 
(B) An official search of the proper offices of the county where petitioner resides and of 
any other county where petitioner has resided within five years prior to filing the petition 
showing that there are no judgments, decrees of record or other similar matters against the 
petitioner. This clause may be satisfied by a certificate given by a corporation authorized 
by law to make the search under this clause. 

 
(5) The court may enter a decree changing the name as petitioned if the court is satisfied after 
the hearing that there is no lawful objection to the granting of the petition. 

 
(b) Informal change of name.--Notwithstanding subsection (a), a person may at any time 
adopt and use any name if such name is used consistently, nonfraudulently and exclusively. 
The adoption of such name shall not, however, be in contravention of the prohibitions 
contained in section 702(c) (relating to change by order of court). 
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Relevant Allegheny County Local Civil Rules 
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Local Civil Rule 505 Change of Name of a Natural Person. 

(1)  All proceedings for a change of name pursuant to 54. §§ 701-705 shall be brought in the 
Civil Division, except where an adoption proceeding is commenced in the Orphans’ 
Court Division, in which case the Orphans’ Court Division shall adjudicate any change of 
name ancillary to that proceeding. In cases where an adoption has been concluded in any 
other court and the only judicial relief sought in Allegheny County is a change of name, 
the Petition shall be filed in the Civil Division. 

Note: See 23. § 2904. See also Supreme Court Orphans’ Court Rule 15.5(e) where the adopted 
person has attained majority. 

(2)  All Petitions (FORM 505A) (see subsection (3)(a) below) shall be filed on the General 
Docket (GD). 

(3)  Requirements for Filing a Petition. 

(a)  The Petition shall contain two proposed Orders designated as follows: 

(i)  Either 

(A)  Order Scheduling Hearing on Name Change (used if Petition is 
brought by a person(s) of full legal age) (FORM 505B(i)) (see 
subsection (3)(b)(i) below), or 

(B)  Order Scheduling Hearing of Name Change (used if Petition is 
brought on behalf of a minor)(FORM 505B(ii)) (see subsection 
(3)(b)(ii) below); and 

(ii)  Decree for Change of Name (FORM 505C) (see subsection (3)(c) below). 

(b) The following is required by the Prothonotary: 

(i)  Petition and one (1) extra copy. If Petitioner’s safety would be in jeopardy 
by reason of the publication of the name change, Petitioner may describe 
why under paragraph 6, reason for name change. 

(ii)  A completed fingerprint card (if applicable – children 12 or under are not 
required to have fingerprints taken) (obtained from either a state or local 
police department). “Name Change” should be written in red across the 
top of the completed card. 

(iii)  A stamped 8-1/2” x 11” envelope addressed to: 

PA State Police 
Central Repository 
1800 Elmerton Avenue 
Harrisburg, PA 17110 
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(iv)  A stamped letter size envelope addressed to: 

Prothonotary of Allegheny County 
First Floor City-County Building 
414 Grant Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
ATTENTION: Second Deputy 

(v)  A stamped letter size envelope to the attorney for the filing party, or the 
pro se party. 

(vi)  The filing fee applicable to a Petition for a name change. 

Note: A current listing of the fees charged by the Prothonotary can be found on 
the Prothonotary’s web site: prothonotary.county.allegheny.pa.us (no www and 
no com). 

(c)  After Petitioner has been notified that the fingerprinting process has been 
completed, the petitioner shall take the Petition in the Prothonotary’s file to the 
Chief Motions Clerk. 

Note: The Chief Motions Clerk will be in the Courtroom of the Motions Judge. See 
“Civil Division” on the Website of the Common Pleas Court of Allegheny County 
(www.alleghenycourts.us) for the name and Courtroom of the judge who is sitting as the 
Motions Judge. 

(d)  The Motions Judge shall schedule the time and date for a hearing. 

(e)  Where the Petitioner has a prior conviction of a felony but is not barred by 54. § 
702(c) from obtaining a judicial change of name, the Petitioner shall provide the 
Court with an envelopes affixed with sufficient postage and pre-addressed to the 
following so that copies of the Order Scheduling Hearing on Name Change may 
be sent: 

(i)  The District Attorney of Allegheny County 
Allegheny County Courthouse 
436 Grant Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

(ii)  to any other District Attorney of any county in which Petitioner was 
convicted of a felony. 

(iii)  Office of the Attorney General 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
1600 Strawberry Square 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
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(f)  In those cases where the Petitioner is seeking to change the name of a minor and a 
parent files an objection to the Petition or appears to oppose the Petition, the case 
shall immediately be transferred to the Family Division using FORM 505D (see 
subsection (3)(d) below) for all further proceedings with respect to the minor’s 
Petition. 

(3)  FORMS: 

[OMITTED FROM ATTORNEY HANDBOOK; SEE APPENDIX C FOR SAMPLES] 

 

Local Civil Rule 205.2(a) Requirements Governing the Physical Characteristics of 
Pleadings, Petitions, Motions, and Other Legal Papers. Cover Sheets. 

(1)  Basic Requirements. 

(a)  Footnotes shall be single-spaced. 

Note: See Pa.R.C.P. 204.1 for other requirements. 

(b)  All attachments, supporting documents, and exhibits shall be on eight and one-
half inches by eleven inches paper at the time of filing with the Prothonotary. 

(i)  A smaller document shall be reproduced, if possible, on eight and one-half 
inches by eleven inches paper. 

(ii)  A larger document shall be reduced and reproduced to eight and one-half 
inches by eleven inches size, provided it will still be legible. 

(iii)  If it is not possible to obtain a legible photocopy of the document or 
exhibit because of unique characteristics or inherent limitations, e.g., 
maps, surveys, computer printouts, data processing cards, drafter's plans, 
tracing paper, red pencil marks, colored paper, tape recordings, cassettes, 
movies, etc., the filing party shall present the document or material to the 
Prothonotary to be stamped, docketed, and filed. Each such special filing 
shall be accompanied by one (1) cover sheet. 

(c)  In any case where a reproduced document under subdivision (b) above has been 
included in the pleadings or where a filing has been made under subdivision (b), 
and such reproduced document is not legible, an exact recitation of the contents of 
the document or evidence or, by agreement of the parties, the material sections of 
the same, shall be typed on white paper, eight and one-half inches by eleven 
inches in size, in twelve point type with double-spacing and margins of one inch 
on each side and the top and bottom of the page. This retyped document shall bear 
a certification of accuracy by counsel for the filing party. 
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Note: Local Civil Rule 205.2(a) does not affect the provisions of Pa.R.C.P. 1019(i), 
requiring that copies of certain writings be attached to pleadings. 

(2)  Proposed Orders of Court. 

  Every preliminary objection, petition and motion shall include a proposed order of 
court which shall be the last page of the preliminary objection, petition or motion. 

(3)  Other Filing Requirements. 

(a)  Every document shall be attached only at the top left corner of the pages with one 
staple or, if the document is too thick for a staple, then at the top of the pages with 
a metal fastener (not a binder clip). 

(b)  Cloth tape is prohibited and shall not be used to cover the staple or metal fastener. 

(c)  "Bluebacks" shall not be used. 

Note: It is recommended that the case number be entered at the top or bottom right corner 
on every page of every filing because of the possibility that pages of a filing may come 
apart. 

Local Civil Rule 205.2(b) Cover Sheet. 

(1)  (a)  The first page of any pleading, petition, motion or other legal paper shall be a 
cover sheet setting forth the items of information specified below, according to 
the format presented in Form of Cover Sheet (FORM 205.2(b)) (see subsection 
(3) below). If needed, a second page may be attached and numbered “Cover Sheet 
2” at the bottom of the page. 

 (b)  The lettering shall be in a font of no smaller than twelve point size or an 
equivalent, and shall substantially follow the format in Form of Cover Sheet 
(FORM 205.2(b)) (see subsection (3) below). 

 (c)  The cover sheet on the document commencing the action (Praecipe or Complaint), 
shall have a margin at the top of three (3) inches, for the Prothonotary’s stamp. 

(2)  The information required includes: 

(a)  (In capital letters from left to right margins) 

"IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA" 

(b)  (In capital letters on left side of center) the complete names of all parties; if the 
party filing the attached pleading has made a previous filing, an appropriate and 
obvious shortened caption may be used. 

(c)  (In appropriate upper and lower case, except where otherwise indicated, on the 
right side of center on separate lines): 
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(i)  The specific DIVISION, i.e., CIVIL, FAMILY, CRIMINAL, or 
ORPHANS' COURT; 

(ii)  The docket number; 

(iii)  The issue number, if assigned and the date the case is listed for trial, if 
assigned; 

(iv)  The name of the pleading, in bold face and all capital letters; 

(v)  For Civil Division cases, the docket code which most accurately 
characterizes the primary cause of action (see Local Rule 205.2(b)(4) 
below); 

(vi)  If the action is filed as a class action, then "CLASS ACTION" shall be set 
forth on the line following the Civil Division docket code; 

(vii)  If the action involves real estate, then the address, municipality, ward if 
applicable, lot and block number shall be set forth; 

(viii)  The completed statement: "Filed on behalf of ___________ (party's name, 
party's relationship to case)"; 

(ix)  The completed statement: "Counsel of Record: __________ (attorney's 
name and Pennsylvania Identification Number, firm name, firm number 
per the list in the Allegheny County Prothonotary's Office, address and 
telephone number)"; and 

(x)  In cases in which a party is represented only by out-of-county counsel, the 
following notice shall appear: "Party Represented by Out-of-County 
Counsel Only." 

Note: This notice is required to alert court personnel to the need to mail a notice 
of earliest trial date, pursuant to Local Rule 212.1(3). See also FORM 214, 
Praecipe to Place Case at Issue, paragraph 6, Local Rule 214(1)(b). 

(xi)  Every pleading, petition and motion must include a Certificate of Service 
which sets forth the manner of service upon each party including the name 
of an attorney of record for each party that is represented and the address 
at which service was made. 
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(3) FORM 205.2(b) Cover Sheet 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

JOHN DOE,      CIVIL DIVISION 

 Plaintiff,     GD No. __________ 

     (Use AR or LT No. for Arbitration Cases and BV 
No. for Assessment Appeals.) 

vs.       TITLE OF DOCUMENT 

BIG CORPORATION, INC.,   Code: (See Local Rule 205.2(b)(4).) 
and JANE DOE, 

 Defendants.    CLASS ACTION (If applicable.) 

      Real Estate Involved: 

     600 Grant Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 (Address, 
municipality, ward if applicable, lot and block 
number required in all cases involving real estate.) 

     Issue No. __________ (If assigned.) (Required after 
case is placed at issue. See Local Rule 214(1).) 

     Date on GD Trial List __________ (Required after 
case appears on a published trial list for GD cases.) 

      Filed on behalf of Plaintiff, JOHN DOE 

      Counsel of Record for this Party: 

     Henry Smith, Esquire 
Pennsylvania I.D. #12345 
Smith & Jones 
Firm I.D. #5678 
667 Fort Pitt Boulevard, Suite 121 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219-3456 
412-281-1234 
412-281-5678 (fax) (Optional. See Pa.R.C.P. 
440(a)(1)(ii).) 
smtt@acba.org (Optional. See Pa.R.C.P. 
205.4(g)(2).) 

     JURY TRIAL DEMANDED (Optional. See 
Pa.R.C.P. 1007.1.) 
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[New page] CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 The undersigned hereby certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing [Title of 

Document] has been served upon all other parties at the address(es) below via __________, this 

_____ day of _________________, 20_. 

     [Name and address of counsel] 

     [signature]___________________________________ 

(4)  Civil Division Docket Codes. 

Code 001 - Trespass-Motor Vehicle 
Code 002 - Trespass-Other Traffic 
Code 003 - Trespass-Against Property Owner 
Code 004 - Trespass-Products Liability 
Code 005 - Trespass-F.E.L.A. 
Code 006 - Trespass-Assault and Battery 
Code 007 - Trespass-Medical/Hospital Negligence 
Code 008 - Trespass-Defamation 
Code 009 - Trespass-Other 
Code 010 - Assumpsit 
Code 011 - Assumpsit/Trespass 
Code 020 - Equity 
Code 030 - Appeal from Award of Viewers 
Code 040 - Complaint in Ejectment 
Code 060 - Mechanics Lien Complaint 
Code 070 - Mandamus 
Code 080 - Quiet Title 
Code 090 - Quo Warranto 
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702. 
 
*1208 Audrey E. Woloshin, York, for appellant. 
 
BEFORE: JOHNSON, LALLY-GREEN, and 
POPOVICH, JJ. 
 
OPINION BY JOHNSON, J.: 

[1] ¶ 1 We are asked to determine whether a 
court may deny an individual's petition to change her 
name to that of her life companion on the basis of the 
trial court's individual perception that the change 
offends the law and public policy. We are guided by 
our Supreme Court's admonition that, in matters 
involving a name change, a court's discretion must be 
exercised “in such a way as to comport with good 
sense, common decency and fairness to all concerned 
and to the public.” Petition of Falcucci, 355 Pa. 588, 
592, 50 A.2d 200, 202 (1947). We find that the 
petitioner has satisfied all statutory requirements, and 
there appears no evidence of record supporting the 
court's conclusion that the name change would 
violate public policy. Consequently, we conclude that 
the trial court abused its discretion in denying the 
petition. Accordingly, we reverse the order denying 
relief and remand with directions that the trial court 
grant the petition. 
 

¶ 2 On April 30, 2002, Nadine Ann Miller 
(Petitioner) filed a Petition for Change of Name 
pursuant to 54. §§ 701(a), 702. The petition sought to 
secure a name change from Nadine Ann Miller to 
Nadine Ann Gingerich, in order that Petitioner might 
obtain the surname of her life companion. The 
petition averred that the change of name as requested 
was not made for the purpose of defrauding creditors 
or others. Attached to the petition was the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation Form FD-258 (Rev.12-29-
82) containing Petitioner's fingerprints along with 
other identifying information. 
 

¶ 3 Included in the certified record on appeal is 
the certification of the Pennsylvania State Police 
Central Repository indicating that Petitioner's 
fingerprint cards had been searched and that 
Petitioner is not subject to 18 Pa.C.S. Chapter 91 

(relating to criminal history record information). See 
54. § 702(b)(1), (2), (3) and (4). Also included in the 
record are: (1) the certification of Petitioner's attorney 
that there are no outstanding judgments or decrees of 
record against petitioner for the five years preceding 
the filing of the petition, and (2) the proofs of 
publication of the notice of application for name 
change, which appeared in the York Dispatch on 
Friday, June 7, 2002, and in the York Legal Record 
on Thursday, May 16, 2002. See Section 6 of the Act 
of December 16, 1982, P.L. 1309, 1337-38, Act No. 
295 (setting forth the procedural requirements for 
compliance with 54. §§ 701(a), 702). 
 

*1209 ¶ 4 On July 1, 2002, a hearing on the 
petition was held before the Honorable John S. 
Kennedy. The only witness was Petitioner. After 
testifying to her residence addresses over the 
preceding five years, she stated that she desired to 
change her last name to Gingerich. In response to 
counsel's question as to the reason for the request for 
name change, Petitioner testified: “I'm taking the 
surname of my lifelong companion.” Transcript of 
Proceedings (T.P.), 7/1/02, at 3. After Petitioner then 
testified that she did not have any creditors from 
whom she was trying to hide, the trial court asked 
how long Petitioner's companion had been her 
companion. Id. Petitioner replied: “Three months. We 
were- I was separated [from my husband] for five 
years living in the same house but living separately. I 
have not been living in that house for approximately 
four months.” Id. 
 

¶ 5 After Petitioner's counsel submitted the 
proofs of publication and the lien search certification, 
Judge Kennedy issued his ruling denying the petition 
ex cathedra, stating: 
 

THE COURT: All right. I have had this issue in 
front of me previously, and I did not ask whether 
Ms. Miller's companion is male or female. Frankly, 
[it] doesn't make a difference to me, but it has been 
my policy to deny these name changes because I 
believe it permits the party to have what would 
appear to the public to be a marriage when in 
reality it is not. 
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The last one I had- and again I didn't inquire as to 
gender of her companion because it doesn't make a 
difference. The last one I had was a woman who 
came in [and] wanted to change her name to that of 
her fiance who was male, and I didn't permit it 
because in my opinion it would have bestowed 
upon the couple-it would have held them out to 
society as folks that were legally married, and, 
accordingly, I denied it for that reason. So I am 
going to deny this petition for the same reason. 
You, of course, have 30 days to appeal. 

 
T.P., 7/1/02, at 4. In his Opinion Pursuant to 

Pa.R.A.P. 1925(a), issued September 25, 2002, Judge 
Kennedy asserted that he denied the name change 
“because we felt that it violated public policy and 
would permit the Petitioner and her ‘life long 
companion’ to hold themselves out to the public as a 
married couple.” Opinion, 9/25/02, at 1. The trial 
court conceded that Petitioner met the procedural 
requirements of 54. § 702, but concluded that 
“permitting the name change in this circumstance is 
against public policy.” Id. The court went on to 
declare that it believed that “by permitting this name 
change we would sanction the creation of a type of 
domestic relationship that has not been legally 
recognized in this state.” Id. at 2. 
 

¶ 6 The record indicates that Petitioner was 
married, but was filing for divorce at the time of the 
hearing on the petition. T.P., 7/1/02, at 2. The trial 
judge, through questioning, established that Petitioner 
and her husband had been separated “for five years 
living in the same house but living separately.” 
However, the trial judge did not place any weight on 
this factor in denying the petition and we, likewise, 
take no position on whether this factor would militate 
against the granting of the petition. No lawful 
objection to the granting of the petition was presented 
by any party at the hearing on the petition. See 
Section 6(b) of Act No. 295, December 16, 1982, 
P.L. 1309, 1338; see also 54. § 701 Historical and 
Statutory Note (providing procedural provisions for 
judicial change of name including right of any person 
having lawful objection to name change to appear 

and be heard, and further providing for name change 
decree where no lawful objection is advanced and 
*1210 proofs of publication and official searches 
have been certified). 
 

¶ 7 The record establishes that all procedural 
requirements for a judicial name change have been 
met. We turn now to a review of the standards that 
must guide our resolution of this case. Our Supreme 
Court has instructed that the established standard of 
review for cases involving petitions for change of 
name is whether or not there was an abuse of 
discretion. In re Zachary Thomas Andrew Grimes, 
530 Pa. 388, 390 n. 1, 609 A.2d 158, 159 n. 1 (1992) 
(citing Petition of Falcucci, 355 Pa. at 591, 50 A.2d 
at 202). That Court has also provided us with an 
understanding of what constitutes an abuse of 
discretion, as follows: 
 

An abuse of discretion exists when the trial court 
has rendered a judgment that is manifestly 
unreasonable, arbitrary, or capricious, has failed to 
apply the law, or was motivated by partiality, 
prejudice, bias, or ill will. A finding by an 
appellate court that it would have reached a 
different result than the trial court does not 
constitute a finding of an abuse of discretion. 
Where the record adequately supports the trial 
court's reasons and factual basis, the court did not 
abuse its discretion. 

 
 Harman v. Borah, 562 Pa. 455, 469, 756 A.2d 

1116, 1123 (2000) (citing Coker v. S.M. Flickinger 
Co., Inc., 533 Pa. 441, 447, 625 A.2d 1181, 1184-85 
(1993) and Morrison v. Commonwealth, Dept. of 
Public Welfare, 538 Pa. 122, 133, 646 A.2d 565, 571 
(1994)). On matters involving petitions for a change 
of name, the Supreme Court has often cited the 
guiding principle first enunciated in Falcucci, where 
it declared: 

Whenever a court has discretion in any matter (as it 
has in the matter of a change of name) it will 
exercise that discretion in such a way as to comport 
with good sense, common decency, and fairness to 
all concerned and to the public. 
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 Petition of Falcucci, 355 Pa. at 592, 50 A.2d at 
202, (cited and restated in In the Matter of Robert 
Henry McIntyre (In Re McIntyre), 552 Pa. 324, 328, 
715 A.2d 400, 402 (1998); Grimes, 530 Pa. at 392, 
609 A.2d at 160). 
 

[2] ¶ 8 This Court has also looked to Falcucci 
and has been governed by the same principle in 
reviewing matters involving change of name. See In 
re Harris, 707 A.2d 225, 227 (Pa.Super.1997); In re 
Petition of Christjohn, 286 Pa.Super. 112, 428 A.2d 
597, 598 (1981). Our scope of review is limited to the 
question of whether the evidence is sufficient to 
support the decision reached by the hearing court. 
Christjohn, 428 A.2d at 599. If we find the evidence 
sufficient we must affirm, even if based on the same 
evidence we would have reached a different 
conclusion. See id. 
 

¶ 9 “The court of common pleas of any county 
may by order change the name of any person resident 
in the county.” 54. § 702(a). The act providing for a 
judicial change of name does not contain criteria 
limiting the court's discretion upon a name change 
petition. However, a person who violates the 
provisions of the statute “for purpose of avoiding 
payment of taxes or other debts” may be found guilty 
of a summary offense. See 54. § 705. Without court 
approval, “a person may at any time adopt and use 
any name if such name is used consistently, 
nonfraudulently and exclusively.” 54. § 701(b). Our 
Supreme Court has reviewed the statute and the 
procedures thereunder and concluded that they 
“indicate a liberal policy regarding change of name 
requests.” Grimes, 530 Pa. at 392, 609 A.2d at 160. 
The Grimes court observed that “[t]he necessity for 
judicial involvement [in name change cases] centers 
on governmental concerns that persons*1211 not 
alter their identity to avoid financial obligations.” Id. 
More recently, and while citing Grimes, then-Justice 
Stephen A. Zappala declared that “the primary 
purpose of the Judicial Change of Name Statute, 
other than with regard to minor children, is to 
prohibit fraud by those attempting to avoid financial 
obligations.” In re McIntyre, 552 Pa. at 328, 715 
A.2d at 402. 

 
¶ 10 How do these standards inform our review 

of the denial of the petition in the case now before 
us? The grounds that the trial court set forth as 
justification for the denial of the petition had nothing 
to do with avoidance of financial obligations. Judge 
Kennedy first declared that he had denied an earlier 
petition on the basis that granting the petition would 
have “bestowed upon the couple- it would have held 
them out to society as folks that were legally married, 
and, accordingly, I denied it for that reason.” T.P., 
7/1/02, at 4. Judge Kennedy indicated that he was 
denying the petition on this appeal “for the same 
reason.” Id. 
 

¶ 11 We find instructive our Supreme Court's 
analysis in In re McIntyre. There, a fifty-three year 
old male transsexual had held himself out as a 
woman in all respects with the exception of his 
employment as a maintenance worker for a municipal 
parking authority. See In re McIntyre, 552 Pa. at 326, 
715 A.2d at 401. He was generally known as 
Katherine Marie McIntyre, the name under which he 
leased his apartment, maintained various bank 
accounts and credit cards and was enrolled in 
membership in local organizations. See id. He 
petitioned to change his name from Robert Henry 
McIntyre to Katherine Marie McIntyre, testifying that 
his employer would not recognize him as a female 
until it received legal recognition of his name change. 
See id. at 327, 715 A.2d at 401. Of equal importance, 
he argued that a pre-requisite to sex-reassignment 
surgery required the patient to undergo living for a 
full year in all aspects of his life in the gender he 
desires. See id. at 326, 715 A.2d at 401. 
 

¶ 12 The trial court denied the petition, holding 
that it would not grant legal recognition of his name 
change until he underwent sex-reassignment surgery, 
finding that granting the name change was premature 
and would be deceptive to the public and his co-
workers. See id. at 327, 715 A.2d at 401-02. On 
appeal, this Court affirmed that denial on the basis of 
the trial court's opinion. In reversing this Court and in 
granting the petition, our Supreme Court noted that 
the petitioner was judgment free and was not seeking 
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a name change to avoid any financial obligations. See 
id. at 328-329, 715 A.2d at 402-403. The Court 
stated: 
 

The fact that [petitioner] is a transsexual seeking a 
feminine name should not affect the disposition of 
his request. 

 
The Superior Court of New Jersey espoused a 
similar view in The Matter of William Eck, 245 
N.J.Super. 220, 584 A.2d 859 (1991).... 

 
Likewise, we find that there is no public interest 
being protected by the denial of Appellant's name 
change petition. The details surrounding 
Appellant's quest for sex-reassignment surgery are 
not a matter of governmental concern. As the name 
change statute and the procedures thereunder 
indicate a liberal policy regarding change of name 
requests, In re: Grimes, 530 Pa. 388, 609 A.2d 158 
(1992), we see no reason to impose restrictions 
which the legislature has not. 

 
 In re McIntyre, 552 Pa. at 328-29, 330, 715 

A.2d at 402-03. 
 

¶ 13 In the same manner that our Supreme Court 
found wisdom in the reasoning of the most 
distinguished Superior Court of New Jersey, 
Appellate Division, we have been equally guided by 
a more *1212 recent pronouncement by a panel of 
that court. In a case raising the identical issue we here 
must resolve, the Appellate Division held that the 
denial of a request for a change of name to include 
the last name of petitioner's same-sex partner was “a 
misapplication of judicial discretion.” In re 
Application for Change of Name by Bacharach (In re 
Bacharach), 344 N.J.Super. 126, 136, 780 A.2d 579, 
585 (2001). There, as here, an order was entered 
fixing a date for a hearing on the name change 
request. See id. at 129, 780 A.2d at 580. Publication 
was made and copies of the order were sent to both 
the County Prosecutor and the New Jersey Attorney 
General. See id. As in the case now before this Court, 
a criminal background check disclosed no criminal 
record, and no objection to the name change was 

received from the County Prosecutor, the Attorney 
General, or from any member of the general public. 
See id. 
 

¶ 14 The hearing judge expressed concern that 
approval of the name change would give the 
appearance of approval of a same-sex marriage. See 
id. The Appellate Division quotes the hearing judge 
as opining (in content similar to that now before us): 
 

The point is that this Court is particularly 
concerned with an impression or an appearance. If 
I grant such a petitioner-a petition, rather, to the 
outside world, which in this case would be the 
immediate neighborhood or their social contact, 
their work related, their church, other places of 
worship, people in the apartment, where they go 
shopping and so forth, bank accounts, social 
security, credit cards and so forth, because if it 
becomes-if I grant it, it would be legal and then we 
would have a union of some sort between the two, 
representing to all people that there's some sort of a 
union here; there's some sort of a marriage here; 
there's some sort of a civil contract to represent to 
these people in general that they're together. And 
that is not legal as of today. 

 
 Id. at 129, 780 A.2d at 580. The New Jersey 

court observed that the hearing judge had denied the 
name change based on that court's perception of the 
law and public policy of New Jersey against 
recognition of same-sex marriage. See id. In rejecting 
the trial court's decision, the Appellate Division 
observed that “[I]t is well settled that an adult can 
legally and properly change his or her name at will 
and without need of judicial approval simply by 
using the desired name in ordinary life so long as the 
adopted name is not used for a criminal or fraudulent 
purpose.” Id. at 130, 780 A.2d at 582. The law is the 
same in this Commonwealth. See 54. § 701(b) 
(intended as codification of existing law); Matter of 
Montenegro, 365 Pa.Super. 98, 528 A.2d 1381, 1383 
(1987). 
 

¶ 15 The Bacharach court noted that there had 
been few reported cases in which a court had denied 
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a requested name change. See id. at 132, 780 A.2d at 
583. It cited to an earlier case in which it had 
reversed a hearing judge's denial of a married 
woman's application to resume use of her maiden 
name, in spite of no objections having been filed and 
no evidence of any fraudulent intent. See id. at 132, 
780 A.2d at 583 (citing In re Bonnie Lee Daniels 
Lawrence ( Application of Lawrence), 128 N.J.Super. 
312, 319 A.2d 793 (Cty.Ct.1974) rev'd 133 
N.J.Super. 408, 337 A.2d 49 (App.Div.1975)). There, 
the trial judge gave as his reason for denying the 
petition, “This court has great concern for the 
stability of the family and the marriage.” Application 
of Lawrence, 128 N.J.Super. at 327, 319 A.2d at 801. 
In reversing, the Bacharach court held, in effect, that 
a name change request should not be denied “simply 
because a judge disputes the wisdom of the request or 
disagrees with the reason for the change based on his 
or her personal views or *1213 philosophy.” 
Bacharach, 344 N.J.Super. at 132, 780 A.2d at 583 
(citing Application of Lawrence, 133 N.J.Super. at 
413-14, 337 A.2d at 52). 
 

[3] ¶ 16 The highest court in our sister state of 
Ohio has examined the same issue we now review, 
under similar law, and has reached the same result as 
our esteemed colleagues on the New Jersey Appellate 
Division court. See In re Bicknell, 96 Ohio St.3d 76, 
771 N.E.2d 846 (2002). There, two women filed 
individual applications seeking to have their 
surnames changed to “Rylen”, a combination of 
letters from both of their last names. See id. at 76, 
771 N.E.2d at 847. A magistrate first denied both 
applications, writing: “To grant their petitions would 
be contrary to the public good, contrary to encoded 
public policy, and contrary to natural law.” Id. The 
probate court next denied the applications on 
different grounds, concluding, “It is not reasonable 
and proper to change the surnames of cohabiting 
couples, because to do so would be to give an aura of 
propriety and official sanction to their cohabitation 
and would undermine public policy of this state 
which promotes legal marriages and withholds 
official sanction from non-marital cohabitation.” Id. 
The Ohio Court of Appeals affirmed the probate 
court's denial, holding, “We find that there is support 

for the trial court's determination that Ohio law 
favors solemnized marriages and that cohabitation 
contravenes this policy. Accordingly, the trial court 
did not abuse its discretion by finding that court 
sanctioning of the use of the same surname by two 
unmarried cohabitants is against Ohio's public policy 
promoting marriage.” Id. The Supreme Court of Ohio 
granted certiorari and reversed. The Bicknell court 
considered the New Jersey position pronounced in In 
re Bacharach, along with this Commonwealth's 
position set forth in In re McIntyre. Id. at 77-78, 771 
N.E.2d at 848-849. In finding that the cohabiting, 
unmarried partners' name change requests were 
reasonable and proper under the statute governing 
name changes, the Ohio court declared: 
 

In the case at bar, appellants' only stated purpose 
for changing their names is to carry the same 
surname to demonstrate their level of commitment 
to each other and to the children that they planned 
to have. Both acknowledge that same-sex 
marriages are illegal in Ohio, and it is not their 
intention to have this court validate a same-sex 
union by virtue of granting the name-change 
applications. Any discussion, then, on the sanctity 
of marriage, the well-being of society, or the state's 
endorsement of non[-]marital cohabitation is 
wholly inappropriate and without any basis in law 
or fact. 

 
 Id. at 78, 771 N.E.2d at 849. In citing to our 

own Supreme Court's decision in In re McIntyre, the 
Bicknell court quoted our Court in declaring: “As the 
name change statute and the procedures thereunder 
indicate a liberal policy regarding change of name 
requests, ... we see no reason to impose restrictions 
which the legislature has not.” Id. (quoting In re 
McIntyre, 552 Pa. at 330, 715 A.2d at 403). This 
Court remains mindful of our intermediate appellate 
role that requires that we follow the instructions of 
our State Supreme Court. “The formal purpose of the 
Superior Court is to maintain and effectuate the 
decisional law of [the Pennsylvania Supreme Court] 
as faithfully as possible.” Commonwealth v. Dugger, 
506 Pa. 537, 545, 486 A.2d 382, 386 (1985); accord 
Shearer v. Naftzinger, 714 A.2d 421, 427 
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(Pa.Super.1998); Commonwealth v. Busch, 713 A.2d 
97, 100 (Pa.Super.1998); Commonwealth v. Brown, 
447 Pa.Super. 454, 669 A.2d 984, 988 (1995) (en 
banc ). 
 

[4] ¶ 17 Based upon the teachings of our State 
Supreme Court the exercise of discretion to deny a 
change of name runs *1214 contrary to the common 
law and statutory policy in favor of granting such 
relief. See In re McIntyre, supra (reversing denial of 
name change petition brought by pre-operative 
transsexual male); Petition of Falcucci, supra 
(affirming decree granting change of name against 
objection and appeal of member of the Philadelphia 
Bar bearing same surname). We, as judges, have no 
monopoly on wisdom, no heightened discernment 
into the public mind and no right to impose personal 
views or values on the citizenry of this 
Commonwealth. See Bacharach, 344 N.J.Super. at 
134, 780 A.2d at 584. If we look to the actions of our 
legislature and the decisions of our Supreme Court, 
we discern no basis for declining a name change that 
would enable an applicant to adopt the surname of 
the applicant's partner. 
 

¶ 18 Shakespeare recognized the care with which 
we must approach a person's desire to change or 
modify their name where the playwright presents 
Iago addressing the Moor of Venice with the caution: 
“Good name in man and woman, dear my lord, is the 
immediate jewel of their souls.” Tragedy of Othello, 
Act III, scene iii, 155. Where a court denies an 
application for adoption of a name change without 
anything on the record to support such denial, we rob 
the applicant of that which in no way enriches, or 
protects, the public and makes the applicant poor 
indeed. 
 

¶ 19 In denying the application for name change 
in this matter, the trial court concluded that approval 
“would have held them out to society as folks that 
were legally married.” T.P., 7/1/02, at 4. There is no 
evidence on the record to support the decision of the 
trial court. In its Rule 1925 Opinion, the trial court 

was persuaded by the decision reached by our sister 
intermediate appellate court in Devlin v. City of 
Philadelphia, 809 A.2d 980 (Pa.Cmwlth.2002). That 
decision is inapposite and not helpful in deciding the 
issue here presented. In Devlin, the Commonwealth 
Court considered whether the City of Philadelphia 
had exceeded its powers, granted by certain acts of 
the General Assembly, in enacting three municipal 
ordinances providing for the status of “life 
partnership” between members of the same sex with 
respect to certain health benefits and exemption from 
realty transfer taxes. See Devlin, 809 A.2d at 981-83. 
The court held that the City's action in creating and 
regulating Life Partnerships as a marital status and 
new type of domestic relationship was beyond the 
City's power as a municipal corporation. See id. at 
990-992. The court further held that the General 
Assembly had preempted the field of the marital 
relationship between two people in Pennsylvania. See 
id. The Devlin court did not have before it, nor did it 
consider, the narrow issue here presented, whether an 
application for a change of name to assume the 
surname of a life partner is prohibited under either 
the public policy of this Commonwealth or the 
Judicial Name Change Act, 54. §§ 701-705. We do 
not believe the Devlin decision is relevant on the 
issue now before this Court. 
 

[5] ¶ 20 Finding nothing to support the trial 
court's single reason for denial, and given the strong, 
liberal policy regarding change of name requests, we 
can only conclude that the trial court has misapplied 
its judicial discretion. See In re McIntyre, supra; 
Petition of Falcucci, supra; In re Harris, supra. The 
petitioner is entitled to have her application favorably 
received. We will reverse the order denying the 
petition and remand the matter for entry of an order 
granting the relief sought by petitioner. 
 

*1215 ¶ 21 Order entered July 25, 2002 
REVERSED. Case REMANDED WITH 
DIRECTIONS. 
 
¶ 22 Judge LALLY-GREEN Concurred in the Result. 
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In 1991, Appellant began dressing as a woman 

and held himself out to the community as a woman in 
all respects with the exception of his employment as 
a maintenance worker for the Harrisburg Parking 
Authority. He is generally known as Katherine Marie 
McIntyre, the name under which he leases his 
apartment, maintains various bank accounts and 
credit cards and is enrolled in membership in local 
organizations. 
 

On August 25, 1995, Appellant filed a petition to 
change name from Robert Henry McIntyre to 
Katherine Marie McIntyre pursuant to 54. §§ 701-
705.FN1 A hearing was held where Appellant 
presented testimony establishing that a pre-requisite 
to sex-reassignment surgery is that the patient 
undergo the “real-life test” whereby he lives for a 
minimum of one year in all aspects of his life in the 
gender he desires to *327 be. Appellant argued that 
he is unable to satisfy this requirement because his 
employer will not recognize him as a female until it 
receives legal recognition of his name change. 
 

FN1. Sections 701 and 702 provide as 
follows: 

 
§ 701. Court approval required for 
change of name 

 
(a) General rule.-It shall be unlawful for 
any person to assume a different name by 
which such person is and has been known, 
unless such change in name is made 
pursuant to proceedings in court as 
provided by this chapter. 

 
(b) Informal change of name.-
Notwithstanding subsection (a), a person 
may at any time adopt and use any name 
if such name is used consistently, 
nonfraudulently and exclusively. 

 
§ 702. Change by order of court 

 

The court of common pleas of any county 
may by order change the name of any 
person resident in the county. 

 
Sections 703 (Effect on children), 704 
(Divorced person may resume prior name) 
and 705 (Penalty for violation of chapter) 
are not relevant to the instant case. 

 
The common pleas court denied the petition 

primarily on the ground that Appellant failed to 
present testimony or documentation of the statutory 
requirement that he be free of judgments.FN2 See Act 
of December 16, 1982, P.L. 1309, No. 295, § 6(b).FN3 
Appellant filed for reconsideration and submitted 
proof that he was, in fact, judgment free. 
 

FN2. There was no objection to the petition 
for name change. 

 
FN3. This section provides that “... the 
petitioner ... shall present to the court ... 
proof ... showing that there are no judgments 
or decrees of record or any other matter of 
like character against said petitioner....” 

 
The common pleas court granted reconsideration 

but again denied the petition holding **402 that it 
would not grant legal recognition of Appellant's name 
change until he undergoes sex-reassignment surgery. 
It found that granting the name change was 
premature and would be deceptive to the public and 
to Appellant's co-workers. It relied on prior common 
pleas court decisions where a similar result was 
reached. In re: Dowdrick, 4 Pa. D & C.3d 681 (1978) 
(granting feminine name change petition of pre-
operative transsexual male does not comport with 
good sense, common decency and fairness to all 
concerned and the public); In re: Richardson, 23 Pa. 
D & C.3d 199 (1982) (same). The Superior Court 
affirmed on the basis of the common pleas court's 
opinion.FN4 
 

FN4. Judge Olszewski filed a concurring 
memorandum wherein he agreed with the 
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denial of the name change petition and noted 
that the social issue may be best resolved 
through legislative action. 

 
Appellant contends that the trial court abused its 

discretion in denying his petition for name change 
absent a factual basis for doing so. He asserts that 
there was no objection to the petition, that the name 
requested is ordinary and that he is not attempting to 
avoid financial obligations or commit fraud. He 
further contends that the trial court's refusal to grant 
the name change until the sex-reassignment surgery 
was completed was an arbitrary determination. We 
agree.FN5 
 

FN5. The Superior Court recently addressed 
the issue of whether a pre-operative 
transsexual may legally change his name to 
reflect the opposite sex in In re: Brian 
Harris, 707 A.2d 225 (1997), but a majority 
of the panel did not agree on the resolution. 
Judge Olszewski found that the petitioner 
must establish that he is permanently 
committed to living as a member of the 
opposite sex before the name change 
petition is granted.) 

 
Judge Popovich filed a concurring 
statement wherein he found that the 
petitioner's commitment to living as a 
woman was irrelevant to the 
determination of whether his petition to 
change name should be granted. He 
asserted that the court inquiry ends after it 
is determined that the petitioner has 
complied with the statutory requirements 
and that the petitioner has no fraudulent 
intentions in changing his name. 

 
In his dissenting statement, Judge (now 
Justice) Saylor opined that a transsexual's 
name change petition should not be 
granted until sex reassignment surgery 
was completed. 

 
[1][2] *328 The trial court has wide discretion in 

ruling upon a petition to change name and should 
exercise its discretion in a way as to comport with 
good sense, common decency and fairness to all 
concerned and to the public. Falcucci Name Change, 
355 Pa. 588, 50 A.2d 200 (1947). Petitions for 
change of name may be denied upon lawful objection 
or if the petitioner seeks a name change in order to 
defraud the public. Id. 
 

[3] We must keep in mind, however, that the 
primary purpose of the Judicial Change of Name 
Statute, other than with regard to minor children, is to 
prohibit fraud by those attempting to avoid financial 
obligations. Commonwealth v. Goodman, 544 Pa. 
339, 676 A.2d 234 (1996); see also In re: Grimes, 
530 Pa. 388, 609 A.2d 158 (1992) (necessity for 
judicial involvement in name change petition centers 
on governmental concerns that individuals not alter 
their identity to avoid financial obligations). The 
penalty provision of the name change statute applies 
only to persons violating the act for the purpose of 
avoiding payment of taxes or other debts. 54. § 705. 
 

[4] Here, it was undisputed that Appellant was 
judgment free and was not seeking a name change to 
avoid any financial obligations or commit fraud. FN6 
The fact that he is **403 a transsexual *329 seeking 
a feminine name should not affect the disposition of 
his request. 
 

FN6. In Falcucci Name Change, we 
observed that 

 
if some medical practitioner petitioned for 
leave to change his name to that of an 
eminent and successful medical 
practitioner in the former's vicinity the 
court would properly deny the petition on 
the ground that a fraud on the public was 
intended. The same would be true if some 
member of the legal profession or some 
actor or a practitioner of some other 
profession would seek judicial authority to 
assume the name of an other person who 
gained renown in the petitioner's 
profession. When a petitioner for a change 
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of name is a competitor of a highly 
successful person whose name he wishes 
to assume there is reasonable ground for 
suspicion that his motive in seeking a 
change of name is an unworthy one, and a 
due regard for both the public interest and 
for the person whose name is coveted 
would constrain a court to deny his 
petition. A court would also properly 
refuse a request for a change in name if 
petitioner asked for the privilege of 
assuming a name that was bizarre or 
unduly lengthy or which would be 
difficult to pronounce or would have a 
ridiculous offensive connotation. 

 
 355 Pa. at 592-593, 50 A.2d at 202. 
Appellant's request is not analogous to 
these circumstances where the public 
would be affected by the petitioner's 
choice of name. 

 
The Superior Court of New Jersey espoused a 

similar view in The Matter of William Eck, 245 
N.J.Super. 220, 584 A.2d 859 (1991). The petitioner 
in Eck was a transsexual who sought to change his 
name from William to Lisa. The lower court denied 
the request, concluding that it was inherently 
fraudulent for a male to assume an obviously female 
name for the purpose of representing himself to 
society as a female. 
 

The Superior Court of New Jersey reversed, 
holding that 
 

[a]bsent fraud or other improper purpose a person 
has a right to a name change whether he or she has 
undergone or intends to undergo a sex change 
through surgery, has received hormonal injections 
to induce physical change, is a transvestite, or 
simply wants to change from a traditional “male” 
first name to one traditionally “female,” or vice 
versa. Many first names are gender interchangeable 
... and judges should be chary about interfering 
with a person's choice of a first name. 

 

Finally, we perceive that the judge was 
concerned about a male assuming a female identity 
in mannerism and dress. That is an accomplished 
fact in this case, a matter which is *330 of no 
concern to the judiciary, and which has no bearing 
upon the outcome of a simple name change 
application. 

 
 Id. at 223, 584 A.2d at 860-861. 

 
Likewise, we find that there is no public interest 

being protected by the denial of Appellant's name 
change petition. The details surrounding Appellant's 
quest for sex-reassignment surgery are not a matter of 
governmental concern. As the name change statute 
and the procedures thereunder indicate a liberal 
policy regarding change of name requests, In re: 
Grimes, 530 Pa. 388, 609 A.2d 158 (1992), we see no 
reason to impose restrictions which the legislature 
has not. 
 

Accordingly, because Appellant has satisfied the 
statutory requirements, the trial court abused its 
discretion in denying his name change petition. The 
Order is reversed and the petition is granted. 
 
SAYLOR, J., did not participate in the consideration 
or decision of this case. 
NIGRO, J., files a Concurring Opinion. 
NIGRO, Justice, concurring. 

I agree with the Majority that Commonwealth v. 
Goodman, 544 Pa. 339, 676 A.2d 234 (1996), is 
applicable to this case to the extent that it stands for 
the proposition that the primary purpose of the 
Judicial Change of Name Statute, other than with 
regard to minor children, is to prohibit fraud by those 
attempting to avoid financial obligations. I write 
separately, however, to emphasize that deterrence 
against financial fraud may be the primary, but is not 
the only, purpose behind the Name Change Statute. 
Rather, there are other types of fraud, besides 
financial, that the Name Change Statute seeks to 
prevent. 
 

Courts may face any number of situations, not 
financial in nature, where an individual is motivated 
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to formally adopt a different name for improper 
reasons. For example, if evidence discloses that an 
individual is seeking to change his or her name in 
order to receive preference as a candidate on a *331 
university or employment application, the Statute 
would clearly compel the courts to deny that 
individual's name change petition. 
 

However, under the circumstances of this case, I 
agree with the Majority that the record does not 
reflect that Appellant is seeking to change his name 
in order to perpetrate any type of fraud, financial or 
otherwise. Accordingly, I agree with the Majority's 
conclusion that Appellant's name change petition 
should be granted. 
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Following Dr. Saunders testimony, petitioner 
briefly testified. In essence, petitioner stated that his 
desire to have his name legally changed was twofold. 
First, petitioner stated that he has used the name 
“Lisa” socially for over twenty years and that his 
gender identification is completely female. 
Additionally, petitioner swore that he desired 
additional surgeries, including reassignment, but that 
at present the costs of such procedures were 
prohibitive. Secondly, petitioner stated that the 
change of name would result in less confusion for 
those people requesting official identification from 
him in addition to eliminating the personal 
embarrassment that petitioner feels when he is forced 
to adamantly and repeatedly aver that he is a man. 
 

At the close of testimony, the court reserved its 
decision. By order dated September 19, 1996, the 
court denied the petition for change of name. 
Petitioner filed a notice of appeal on October 4, 1996. 
At the same time, petitioner filed a motion for 
reconsideration. On March 27, 1997, the court en 
banc denied the motion for reconsideration. In 
support of its September 19, 1996 order, the court en 
banc noted that, while no appellate court in 
Pennsylvania has previously addressed the issue of 
under what circumstances a transsexual may legally 
change his or her name, three of our courts of 
common pleas have spoken to the issue. 
 

*227 [1][2] We now consider petitioner's appeal 
of the September 19, 1996 order. Preliminarily, we 
note that our Supreme Court long ago articulated the 
general standard to be applied to petitions requesting 
name changes. After determining that the petitioner 
has complied with the necessary statutory 
prerequisites, the court must hold a hearing after 
which the court may, at its discretion, grant or deny 
the petition. In making its determination, the court 
must act in such a way as to “comport with good 
sense, common decency and fairness to all concerned 
and to the public.” Petition of Falcucci, 355 Pa. 588, 
592, 50 A.2d 200, 202 (1947). 
 

This standard has been applied with varying 
results by the three courts of common pleas which 

have addressed the instant issue. In re Dickinson, 4 D 
& C3d 678 (1978), involved the petition of a post-
operative transsexual who wished to have her name 
legally changed from “Robert” to “Roberta.” After 
two years of living as a female and receiving 
hormonal and psychological therapy, the petitioner 
underwent reassignment surgery. Following the 
surgery, the petitioner requested the legal name 
change. Holding that allowing the name change 
would “give legal effect to a fait accompli,” the court 
granted the petition. Id. at 680 (citing M.T. v. J.T., 
140 N.J.Super. 77, 90, 355 A.2d 204, 211 (1976)). 
 

Conversely, In Re Dowdrick, 4 D & C3d 681 
(1978), and In Re Richardson, 23 D & C3d 199 
(1982), both involved the petitions of pre-operative 
transsexuals who, aside from receiving hormone and 
physiological treatments, had not undergone any 
permanent surgeries designed to alter the petitioners' 
appearances.FN2 Holding that “there is no guarantee 
that petitioner will have the surgical corrective sex 
change,” the Dowdrick and Richardson courts denied 
the petitioners' name change requests. Dowdrick, 4 D 
& C3d at 684.FN3 
 

FN2. As will be demonstrated in greater 
detail later in this opinion, Dowdrick and 
Richardson are factually distinguishable 
from the instant matter and, thus, of little 
persuasive value. 

 
FN3. In denying the name change petition, 
the Richardson court stated as follows: 

 
The point, however, as we see it is that we 
are being asked to lend the dignity of the 
court and the sanctity of the law to this 
freakish rechristining. To place a female 
name on a male is to combine 
incompatibles, and to do so legally is to 
pervert the judicial process, which is 
supposed to act in a rational manner. 

 
 Richardson, 23 D & C3d at 201. In light 
of the above language, one must question 
whether, rather than applying the Falcucci 
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standard, the Richardson court did not 
allow its personal beliefs and predilections 
to guide its decision. 

 
After reviewing the above caselaw, the court in 

the instant matter held that “absent reassignment 
surgery it would not comport with common sense, 
common decency and fairness to all concerned, 
especially the public, to allow a change of name at 
this juncture.” Slip-op, 3/27/97 at 4. In essence, the 
court interpreted the caselaw from its sister courts as 
creating a bright-line test for determining when a 
transsexual may successfully petition for a name 
change. 
 

[3] The trial court's own interpretation is 
fundamentally flawed, however, for this petitioner 
has undergone permanent reconstructive surgeries 
whose only possible benefit is to advance his stated 
desire to become a woman in all respects. 
Accordingly, we believe the trial court's reading to be 
unnecessarily narrow and decline to adopt it. 
 

[4][5][6][7] Instead, we believe that the better-
reasoned approach is to require such a petitioner to 
demonstrate that he or she is permanently committed 
to living as a member of the opposite sex. While 
proof of reassignment surgery would undoubtedly 
fulfill this criteria, the absence of such surgery does 
not automatically doom a petition to failure. Rather, 
the totality of each case's attendant circumstances 
must be evaluated in order to discern whether the 
petitioner is irretrievably committed to living as a 
person of the opposite gender. Therefore, we hold 
that, in cases in which a petitioner is seeking a 
change of name commensurate with a change of 
gender, each petition must be evaluated on a case-by-
case basis to determine whether allowance of the 
name change would comport with good sense and 
fairness to all concerned. 
 

*228 In the instant matter, we are confronted 
with a factual scenario which is distinguishable from 
the three cases related above. It is true that petitioner 
has not undergone reassignment surgery; yet this fact 
alone cannot make this case analogous to Dowdrick 

and Richardson, for the instant petitioner has gone to 
much greater lengths than the Dowdrick and 
Richardson petitioners to permanently alter his 
gender and physical appearance. To-wit, in addition 
to hormone therapy, petitioner has had breast 
implants and facial reconstructive surgeries. These 
are irreversible and convince this Court that 
petitioner sincerely desires to live as a woman. 
 

The standard that we enunciate today finds 
support in the decisions of our neighboring 
jurisdictions. In the name change petition In re 
Anonymous, 155 Misc.2d 241, 587 N.Y.S.2d 548 
(1992), the New York City Civil Court refused to 
change a pre-operative transsexual's name where the 
petitioner failed to present competent medical and 
psychiatric evidence of a commitment to living as a 
member of the opposite sex. The Civil Court, 
however, granted the name change when the same 
petitioner, still pre-operative, submitted appropriate 
medical and psychiatric affidavits upon reapplication. 
In re Rivera, 165 Misc.2d 307, 627 N.Y.S.2d 241 
(1995). 
 

New Jersey has adopted a standard even more 
permissive. In its opinion of In re Eck, 245 
N.J.Super. 220, 223, 584 A.2d 859, 860-61 (1991), 
the New Jersey Superior Court, Appellate Division 
held: 
 

Absent fraud or other improper purpose a person 
has a right to a name change whether he or she has 
undergone or intends to undergo a sex change 
through surgery, has received hormonal injections 
to induce physical change, is a transvestite, or 
simply wants to change from a traditional “male” 
first name to one traditionally “female,” or vice 
versa. 

 
While we, like the courts of New York, require 

competent evidence of the petitioner's commitment to 
the new gender, we agree with the New Jersey 
Superior Court's holding that a transsexual's right to a 
name change does not depend upon the completion of 
any specific surgical process. 
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After careful review, we find that the facts of the 
instant matter plainly reveal that petitioner has made 
a permanent and unassailable decision to live his life 
as a woman. As such, the concerns of the Dowdrick 
and Richardson courts are not presently applicable; 
for should the instant petitioner discontinue his 
hormone therapy, the fact remains that his surgeries 
have permanently altered his physical appearance 
from that of a man to that of a woman. Additionally, 
we find petitioner's twenty-two-year commitment to 
living as a woman to be highly persuasive evidence 
that the petition to change his name was not made 
capriciously or without regard to future 
developments. 
 

Moreover, we must disagree with the trial court's 
determination that permitting a name change at this 
juncture would be unfair to the general public. The 
uncontroverted evidence adduced at the hearing 
proved that a legal name change would actually 
prevent the daily confusion and public confrontations 
which presently plague petitioner's dealings with the 
public. 
 

While saddled with a male name and a female 
visage, petitioner must constantly convince the public 
that his name is “Brian.” Should petitioner be 
allowed to change his name to “Lisa,” however, the 
general public's outward perception of petitioner 
would be reaffirmed by petitioner's legal name. Thus, 
rather then perpetrating a fraud upon the public, the 
name change would eliminate what many presently 
believe to be a fraud; that is, that petitioner is a man. 
 

In sum, we find that petitioner has amply 
demonstrated that he intends to live his life as a 
woman. For twenty-two years, petitioner's visage has 
been such that, but for those times when he must 
present official identification, he convincingly passes 
among the general public as a woman. As such, we 
find that a legal name change would benefit both 
petitioner and the public at large and, in accordance 
with good sense and fairness to all concerned, should 
have been granted. 
 

Order reversed; case remanded with instructions 

for the court to grant the petition seeking a legal 
name change from “Brian *229 Harris” to “Lisa 
Harris”; jurisdiction relinquished. 
 
Concurring statement by POPOVICH, J. 
Dissenting statement by SAYLOR, J. 
POPOVICH, Judge, concurring: 

While I join in the result offered by the majority, 
I write separately to express my own reasons for 
granting appellant's petition for a legal name change 
from “Brian Harris” to “Lisa Harris.” The majority 
determined that appellant has a right to a name 
change because appellant made a permanent and 
invariable commitment to live his life as a woman. 
However, I am convinced that this determination is 
not necessary in order to avail appellant of his right 
to change his name. 
 

In Commonwealth v. Goodman, 544 Pa. 339, 676 
A.2d 234 (1996), our supreme court set forth the 
legislative history of Pennsylvania's Judicial Change 
of Name statute, 54. § 701, as follows: 
 

The primary purpose of the Judicial Change of 
Name Statute ... is to prohibit fraud by those trying 
to avoid financial obligations. This intent is 
reflected in the penalty provision of the statute, 
which applies only to ‘person[s] violating the 
provision of this chapter for the purpose of 
avoiding payment of taxes or other debts.’ 

 
 Goodman, supra, 676 A.2d at 236; See 54. §§ 

701, 705. Further, the supreme court stated that the 
Judicial Change of Name statute is entirely 
procedural in nature and provides methods by which 
an individual may change his name on a permanent 
basis. Goodman, supra. 
 

This court must determine whether a petitioner 
has complied with the statutory requirements and to 
ensure that the person has no fraudulent intentions in 
changing his name. This is where the inquiry ends. 
Herein, appellant filed an unopposed petition for 
change of name in accordance with the statutory 
requirements of 54 Pa.C.S.A. § 701 et seq. There is 
no evidence to suggest that appellant was attempting 
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to change his name to avoid any financial obligation. 
In light of the statutory language and the legislature's 
intent, I believe that appellant's petition should be 
granted without probing into appellant's sex or his 
desire to express himself in the manner of his 
choosing. 
 

In reaching this conclusion, I find the reasoning 
in In re Eck, 245 N.J.Super. 220, 584 A.2d 859 
(1991), very persuasive. A change of name statute “is 
to be construed consistently with and not in 
derogation of the common law.” Eck, supra. At 
common law, an individual is free at any time to 
adopt and use any name, if such name is used 
consistently, nonfraudulently and exclusively. In the 
Matter of Montenegro, 365 Pa.Super. 98, 528 A.2d 
1381 (1987); 54 Pa.C.S.A. § 701(b). “Absent fraud or 
other improper purpose a person has a right to a name 
change whether he or she has undergone or intends to 
undergo a sex change ... or simply wants to change 
from a traditional “male” first name to one 
traditionally “female”[.]” Eck, supra. 
 

Moreover, if parents have an absolute right to 
choose to name their male child an obvious “female” 
name at birth, it is illogical that an adult does not 
have the same right to change his name in the future 
if he so desires, whatever the name shall be, provided 
that the person does not seek the change for 
fraudulent purposes. 
 
SAYLOR, Judge, dissenting: 

A trial court has wide discretion in deciding 
whether to grant or refuse a petition for change of 
name. Petition of Falcucci, 355 Pa. 588, 50 A.2d 200 
(1947). Because I do not discern any abuse of such 
discretion by the en banc trial court in the present 
matter, I respectfully dissent. 
 

Although it is true that a person may at any time 
informally adopt and use any name, provided that 

such name is used consistently, nonfraudulently and 
exclusively, see 54 Pa.C.S.A. § 701(b), if a person 
wishes to formally change his or her name, court 
approval must be obtained pursuant to 54 Pa.C.S.A. § 
701(a). Because such petitions for a formal change of 
name implicate the judicial process in sanctioning the 
petitioner's choice of name, I believe that the trial 
court properly considered not only the literal 
requirements of the name change statute but also 
public policy interests. 
 

*230 Here, petitioner is a pre-operative 
transsexual. Although petitioner receives routine 
hormone therapy, has undergone permanent facial 
reconstructive surgery, and has had breast implants, 
the fact remains that he has not yet had gender 
reassignment surgery, which involves the removal of 
the male genitalia and the construction of female 
genitalia. Therefore, although he possesses some of 
the outward physical characteristics of a female, his 
physical transformation to the opposite gender is not 
yet complete. To permit him to adopt an obviously 
female name would be to perpetuate a fiction, since 
the fact remains that petitioner is anatomically a male 
until he undergoes reassignment surgery. Only after 
such procedure would petitioner be a female, 
physically as well as psychologically. See, Matter of 
Anonymous, 57 Misc.2d 813, 293 N.Y.S.2d 834 
(1968) (court granted name change from male name 
to female name where petitioner was a male-to-
female transsexual who had already undergone sex 
reassignment surgery and was both anatomically and 
psychologically female “in fact”). To judicially 
sanction a pre-operative male transsexual's adoption 
of an obviously female name would grant legal 
recognition to a physiological fiction. 
 

Accordingly, I would affirm the trial court's 
denial of the petition for legal change of name. 
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Appendix C:  Sample Name Change Petition and Forms 
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Sample Allegheny County Name Change Petition 
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
IN RE THE PETITION OF:  
[FIRST MIDDLE LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST M.I. LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST LAST], 
A/K/A [ETC.] 
 
FOR A NAME CHANGE TO: 
[FULL PREFERRED NAME] 
 
 

 CIVIL DIVISION 
 
G.D. No.   
 
VERIFIED PETITION FOR A NAME 
CHANGE 
 
Code:  ________ 
 
Filed on behalf of Petitioner 
 
Counsel of Record on Behalf  
of This Party: 
 
[Attorney Name] (SBN [Attorney Number]) 
 
[FIRM NAME] 
Firm No. [XXX] 
[Firm Address 1] 
[Firm Address 2] 
[Firm Address 3] 
[Firm City, State Zip] 
Telephone:  [Phone Number] 
Facsimile:  [Fax Number] 
Email:  [Attorney Email] 
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA  
 
 
IN RE THE PETITION OF:      CIVIL DIVISION 
[FIRST MIDDLE LAST], 
A/K/A [FIRST M.I. LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST LAST],     G.D. No.   
A/K/A [ETC.] 
 
FOR A NAME CHANGE TO: 
[FULL PREFERRED NAME] 

VERIFIED PETITION FOR A NAME CHANGE 

AND NOW comes the Petitioner, [First Middle Last], by Petitioner’s attorney, [Attorney 

Name] and [Firm Name], and upon being duly sworn, respectfully represents and shows this 

Court: 

That the Petitioner is of full legal age and is a bona fide resident of the County of 

Allegheny, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  My residence address is ____________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________.  

The Petitioner has been a bona fide resident of Allegheny County, Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania for ____ year(s) immediately prior to filing this Petition.  The Petitioner was born 

on ___________________________, in __________________ County, ___________________, 

United States of America.  [Optional:  Attached hereto as Exhibit A is a true and correct copy of 

the Petitioner’s birth certificate.] 

The Petitioner’s present name is [First Middle Last]. 

The Petitioner [is/is not] married. 

The Petitioner has _____ [if 0, then “no”] children. 

The Petitioner has resided at the following address(es) over the last five (5) years: 

 i. ___________________________________ ([Month Year] – [Month Year]); 

 ii. ___________________________________ ([Month Year] – [Month Year]); 
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 iii. ___________________________________ ([Month Year] – [Month Year]); 

 iv. ___________________________________ ([Month Year] – [Month Year]); 

 v. ___________________________________ ([Month Year] – [Month Year]);

 vi. ___________________________________ ([Month Year] – [Month Year]);

 vii. ___________________________________ ([Month Year] – [Month Year]); 

and 

 viii. ___________________________________ ([Month Year] – [Month Year]). 

The Petitioner requests this change of name because the Petitioner is a [man/woman] and 

would like the Petitioner’s name to be consistent with the Petitioner’s identity and appearance. 

[(Waiver Without Seal)  The Petitioner requests pursuant to 54 Pa. C.S.A. § 

701(a.1)(3)(iii) that this Court waive the notice requirement of 54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701(a.1)(3)(ii) 

because the Petitioner fears that a published notice of this Petition will jeopardize the Petitioner’s 

safety and the safety of the Petitioner’s family.  The Petitioner has filed a separate Motion to 

Waive the Publication Requirement.] 

[(Seal And Waiver)  The Petitioner requests pursuant to 54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701(a.1)(3)(iii) 

that this Court seal the file and waive the notice requirement of 54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701(a.1)(3)(ii) 

because the Petitioner fears that a published notice of this Petition will jeopardize the Petitioner’s 

safety and the safety of the Petitioner’s family.  The Petitioner has filed a separate Motion to Seal 

the Verified Petition for a Name Change and Waive the Publication Requirement.] 

The proposed change in the Petitioner’s name, if granted, will not be detrimental to the 

interests of any other person and is not against the public interest. 

This Petition is not filed to defraud creditors. 
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Wherefore, the Petitioner, intending to change Petitioner’s name, requests that by an 

Order of this Court, made and entered herein, the Petitioner’s name be changed to and decreed to 

be [Full Preferred Name]. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
[FIRM NAME] 
 
 
By:  _________________________ 
  
[Attorney Name] (PA I.D. # [Number]) 
 
[FIRM NAME] 
Firm No. [XXX] 
[Firm Address 1] 
[Firm Address 2] 
[Firm Address 3] 
[Firm City, State Zip] 
Telephone:  [Phone Number] 
Facsimile:  [Fax Number] 
Email:  [Attorney Email] 
 
Counsel for the Petitioner 
[First Middle Last] 

Dated:  _____________________________ 
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VERIFICATION 

I, [First Middle Last], verify that the statements made in the foregoing Verified Petition 

For a Name Change are true and correct to the best of my knowledge or information and belief. 

 I understand that this verification is made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa. C.S.A. § 4904 

relating to unsworn fabrication to authorities, which provides that if I knowingly make false 

averments, I may be subject to criminal penalties. 

 
Date: ____________________ 
 
 

 
      
[First Middle Last] 
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Exhibit A 
 

[Note: Birth Certificate goes here]
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 
 
 
IN RE THE PETITION OF:      CIVIL DIVISION 
[FIRST MIDDLE LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST M.I. LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST LAST],     G.D. No.   
A/K/A [ETC.] 
 
FOR A NAME CHANGE TO: 
[FULL PREFERRED NAME] 

ORDER SCHEDULING HEARING ON NAME CHANGE 

AND NOW, this             day of                                                         , 20       , upon hearing 

of the within motion of [Attorney Name] and [Firm Name], attorney for the Petitioner above 

named, it is ORDERED and DECREED that the within Petition be heard on the             day of 

                                               , 20        at                                               before the Motions Judge.  

The Petitioner shall obtain a judgment search from all counties in which Petitioner has resided 

during the last five (5) years.  [Delete if Moving to Waive Publication:  It is further Ordered, 

that the Petitioner shall advertise once in the Pittsburgh Legal Journal, and once in a newspaper 

of general circulation in Allegheny County.] 

BY THE COURT, 

                                                          , J. 
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 
 
 
IN RE THE PETITION OF:      CIVIL DIVISION 
[FIRST MIDDLE LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST M.I. LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST LAST],     G.D. No.   
A/K/A [ETC.] 
 
FOR A NAME CHANGE TO: 
[FULL PREFERRED NAME] 

DECREE FOR CHANGE OF NAME 

AND NOW, this             day of                                                        , 20        , upon hearing 

of the within motion of [Attorney Name] and [Firm Name], attorney for the Petitioner above 

named, with [Delete if Waiving Publication:  proof of publication and] proof that there are no 

judgments or decrees of record or any other matter of like effect against Petitioner, and it 

appearing that there are no legal objections to the granting of the prayer of the Petition, it is 

ORDERED and DECREED that the name of the Petitioner is, from and after this date, changed 

to [FULL PREFERRED NAME]. 

[If Client is IFP:  It is further ORDERED, in light of the Petitioner’s In Forma Pauperis 

status, that the Department of Court Records shall provide the Petitioner with five (5) Certified 

Copies of this Order at no cost.] 

 

BY THE COURT, 

                                                          , J. 
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Pennsylvania State Police Fingerprint Results Letter 
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Allegheny County Clerk’s Letter re Fingerprint Results 

(No Criminal Record) 

  



 
 

102 
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Allegheny County Clerk’s Letter re Fingerprint Results 

(Non-Disqualifying Felony Record) 
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Allegheny County Clerk’s Letter re Judgment Search Results 
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Sample Verified Statement for Out-Of-State Judgment Search 
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

IN RE THE PETITION OF:  
[FIRST MIDDLE LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST M.I. LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST LAST], 
A/K/A [ETC.] 
 
FOR A NAME CHANGE TO: 
[FULL PREFERRED NAME] 
 
 

 CIVIL DIVISION 
 
 
G.D. No.   
 
VERIFIED STATEMENT OF 
ATTORNEY [ATTORNEY’S NAME] 
REGARDING [COUNTY NAME] 
COUNTY, [STATE] JUDGMENT 
SEARCH FOR PETITIONER 
 
Code:  ________ 
 
Filed on behalf of Petitioner 
 
Counsel of Record on Behalf  
of This Party: 
 
[Attorney Name] (SBN [Attorney 
Number]) 
 
[FIRM NAME] 
Firm No. [XXX] 
[Firm Address 1] 
[Firm Address 2] 
[Firm Address 3] 
[Firm City, State Zip] 
Telephone:  [Phone Number] 
Facsimile:  [Fax Number] 
Email:  [Attorney Email] 
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

IN RE THE PETITION OF:      CIVIL DIVISION 
[FIRST MIDDLE LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST M.I. LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST LAST],     G.D. No.   
A/K/A [ETC.] 
 
FOR A NAME CHANGE TO: 
[FULL PREFERRED NAME] 

VERIFIED STATEMENT OF ATTORNEY [ATTORNEY’S NAME] REGARDING 
[COUNTY NAME] COUNTY, [STATE] JUDGMENT SEARCH FOR PETITIONER 

 
I, [Attorney’s Name], declare as follows: [Note, use separate statements for each county.] 

1. I serve as pro bono counsel for the Petitioner, [First Middle Last], who is seeking 

a change of name to [Full Preferred Name]. 

2. The Verified Petition for a Name Change of [First Middle Last], filed on [Filing 

Date], indicates that, in addition to Petitioner’s current residence in Allegheny County, 

Pennsylvania, Petitioner has resided at [list relevant address(es) in county to which this Verified 

Statement applies, and include the county name], within the past five years. 

3. My search for outstanding money judgments against Petitioner in [County 

Name] County, [State] revealed none. 

4. On [Date], I [describe steps taken to find no judgments outstanding, e.g., “I 

contacted via telephone the Prothonotary of the Court of Common Pleas of ______ County, 

Pennsylvania, at (___) ___-____ and was informed that the county does not issue documentation 

indicating that no outstanding judgment was found against an individual.  The Prothonotary’s 

office directed me to ….” or “The clerk conducted a judgment search in the county’s electronic 

docket and found no outstanding judgments against Petitioner ….”]  [Note, try to use names of 

clerks with whom you spoke where possible.]  [Also note, a non-lawyer can make these inquiries 
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at a lawyer’s direction, but this should be specified in the description, and the lawyer is 

ultimately responsible for the results.] 

5. [Add any additional paragraphs as needed to describe steps taken.] 

6. The facts set forth herein are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, 

information, and belief.  I understand that the statements made herein are subject to the penalties 

of 18 Pa.C.S. § 4904 (unsworn falsification to authorities). 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
[FIRM NAME] 
 
 
By:  _________________________ 
  
[Attorney Name] (PA I.D. # [Number]) 
 
[FIRM NAME] 
Firm No. [XXX] 
[Firm Address 1] 
[Firm Address 2] 
[Firm Address 3] 
[Firm City, State Zip] 
Telephone:  [Phone Number] 
Facsimile:  [Fax Number] 
Email:  [Attorney Email] 
 
Counsel for the Petitioner 
[First Middle Last] 

Dated:  _____________________________ 
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Appendix D:  Birth Certificate and Criminal Record 
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Ordering Your Pennsylvania Birth Certificate 

Allegheny County does not require that a birth certificate be filed with the Name Change 
Petition, but we recommend that one be attached to your Name Change Petition.  If you do not 
have a copy, you will need to order one.  Ordering one before you meet with your attorney will 
speed up the process, but if you cannot afford it, wait until you have been assigned an attorney. 

Obtaining a Pennsylvania state birth certificate: 

See:  http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/birth_certificates/14121 

The fee for obtaining a certified copy of a Pennsylvania birth certificate is $20.00. 
Payment can be made by check or money order made payable to Vital Records. 

Birth certificates can be ordered online, requested by mail, or ordered in person.  Typical 
processing time for online and mail-in requests is approximately 10 to 15 business days 
from receipt of the request.  In-person requests are processed in two business days.  For 
this reason, we recommend making your request in person.  

In-person requests can be made at: 

Pittsburgh: 
Division of Vital Records 
411 7th Avenue, Suite 360 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
412-565-5113 

Office Hours:  Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m., excluding state 
holidays. 
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Allegheny County Warrant Office 

 If a client believes they may have a warrant in Allegheny County, they can visit the 

following office for more information: 

 
Allegheny County  
Allegheny County Warrant Office 
436 Grant Street 
Room 111 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
412-350-4714 

This office is responsible for Criminal, Family, and Foreign-Warrant Investigations.  

Information is not provided by phone.  The client must visit the office in person.   
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Appendix E:  In Forma Pauperis 
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Allegheny County In Forma Pauperis Verified Statement 



 

116 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 

IN RE THE PETITION OF:  
[FIRST MIDDLE LAST],      CIVIL DIVISION 
A/K/A [FIRST M.I. LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST LAST],     G.D. No.   
A/K/A [ETC.] 
 
FOR A NAME CHANGE TO: 
[FULL PREFERRED NAME] 

IN FORMA PAUPERIS VERIFIED STATEMENT 

1. I am the Petitioner in the above matter and because of my financial condition am 

unable to pay the fees and costs of prosecuting or defending this action or proceeding. 

2. I am unable to obtain funds from anyone, including my family and associates, to 

pay the costs of this matter. 

3. I represent that the information below relating to my ability to pay the fees and 

costs is true and correct: 

(a) Name:    

 Address:  Phone:    

 City:   State:  Zip Code:  
 

(b) EMPLOYMENT 

 If you are presently employed complete the following:   

 Employer:    Phone:  

 Address:    Employee ID:  

 City:  State  Zip Code:  

 Monthly salary or wages:  Type of Work:  
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If you are presently unemployed, please complete the following:   

 Date last worked:  Monthly salary or wages: $  

 Type of work  
 

 (c)  OTHER INCOME WITHIN THE PAST TWELVE (12) MONTHS (list   
  amounts and explain) 

 Business or profession: $  

 Other self-employment $  

 Interest earned:   $  

 Dividends: $  

 Pension and annuities: $  

 Social Security benefits: $  

 Support payments:   $  

 Disability payments $  

 Unemployment compensation and supplemental benefits: 

  $  

 Workmen’s compensation $  

 Public Assistance: $  

 Other (explain): $  
 

(d) OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS TO HOUSEHOLD SUPPORT 

 (Wife’s/Husband’s) Name:  

 Employer:  Phone:  

 Address:  Employee ID  

 City:  State:  Zip Code  

 Monthly salary or wages:  Type of Work  

 Contributions from children: $  

 Contributions from parents: $  

 Other contributions (explain): $  
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(e) PROPERTY OWNED 

 Cash: $  Checking Account: $  

 Savings Account: $  Certificates of Deposit 
(CD’s): 

$  

 Stock Bonds: $ N/A Real Estate (including 
house): 

$  

 Motor vehicle(s): Make:  Model
: 

 Year:  

   Purchase Price: $  Amount 
owed: 

$  

   Make:  Model
: 

 Year:  

   Purchase Price $  Amount 
owed: 

$  

 Other (explain):  
 

(f) DEBTS AND OBLIGATIONS 

 Mortgage: $  Rent: $  Loans: $  

 Other (explain):  
 

(g) PERSONS DEPENDENT UPON YOU FOR SUPPORT 

 Wife’s/Husband’s Name:  

 Children, if any:   Name:  Age:  

    Name:  Age:  

    Name:  Age:  

 Other persons:   Name:  Relationship:  

    

 

Name:  Relationship:  
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4. I understand that I have a continuing obligation to inform the Court of 

improvement in my financial circumstances which would permit me to pay the costs incurred. 

5. I verify that the statements made in this affidavit are true and correct. I understand 

that false statements herein are made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa.C.S., paragraph 4904, 

relating to unsworn falsification to authorities. 

 

DATE:    PETITIONER:    
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2017 Federal Poverty Guidelines  
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Sample Attorney’s Praecipe to Proceed In Forma Pauperis 
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 

IN RE THE PETITION OF:  
[FIRST MIDDLE LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST M.I. LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST LAST], 
A/K/A [ETC.], 
 
FOR A NAME CHANGE TO: 
[FULL PREFERRED NAME] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CIVIL DIVISION 
 
G.D. No.   
 
PRAECIPE TO PROCEED 
IN FORMA PAUPERIS 
 
Code:  ________ 
 
Filed on behalf of Petitioner 
 
Counsel of Record on Behalf  
of This Party: 
 
[Attorney Name] (SBN [Attorney Number]) 
 
[FIRM NAME] 
Firm No. [XXX] 
[Firm Address 1] 
[Firm Address 2] 
[Firm Address 3] 
[Firm City, State Zip] 
Telephone:  [Phone Number] 
Facsimile:  [Fax Number] 
Email: [Attorney Email] 
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 
 
 
IN RE THE PETITION OF:  
[FIRST MIDDLE LAST],      CIVIL DIVISION 
A/K/A [FIRST M.I. LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST LAST],     G.D. No.   
A/K/A [ETC.] 
 
FOR A NAME CHANGE TO: 
[FULL PREFERRED NAME] 

PRAECIPE TO PROCEED IN FORMA PAUPERIS 

To the Prothonotary: 

 Kindly allow [First Middle Last], Petitioner, to proceed in forma pauperis. 

 I, [Attorney Name] and [Firm Name], attorney for the party proceeding in forma 

pauperis, certify that I believe the Petitioner is unable to pay the costs and that I am providing 

free legal service to the Petitioner. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
[FIRM NAME] 
 
 
By: ____________________________ 
 [Attorney Name] (PA I.D. # [Number]) 

[FIRM NAME] 
[Firm Address 1] 
[Firm Address 2] 
[Firm Address 3] 
[Firm City, State Zip] 
T:  [Phone Number] 
F:  [Fax Number] 
[Attorney Email] 
 
Counsel for the Petitioner 
[First Middle Last] 

Dated:  [Month Day, Year]  
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Appendix F:  Publication Examples and Sample Waiver Motions 
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Pittsburgh Legal Journal Change of Name Form 

  



 

127 

  



 

128 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pittsburgh Legal Journal Name Change Ad Example 
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Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Change of Name Form 
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Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Name Change Ad Example 
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Pittsburgh Legal Journal Affidavit of Publication 
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Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Affidavit of Publication 
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Sample Motion to Waive the Publication Requirement
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
IN RE THE PETITION OF:  
[FIRST MIDDLE LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST M.I. LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST LAST], 
A/K/A [ETC.] 
 
FOR A NAME CHANGE TO: 
[FULL PREFERRED NAME] 
 
 

 CIVIL DIVISION 
 
 
G.D. No.   
 
MOTION TO WAIVE THE 
PUBLICATION REQUIREMENT FOR 
THE VERIFIED PETITION FOR A 
NAME CHANGE 
 
Code:  ________ 
 
Filed on behalf of Petitioner 
 
Counsel of Record on Behalf  
of This Party: 
 
[Attorney Name] (SBN [Attorney Number]) 
 
[FIRM NAME] 
Firm No. [XXX] 
[Firm Address 1] 
[Firm Address 2] 
[Firm Address 3] 
[Firm City, State Zip] 
Telephone:  [Phone Number] 
Facsimile:  [Fax Number] 
Email:  [Attorney Email] 
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA  
 
 
IN RE THE PETITION OF:      CIVIL DIVISION 
[FIRST MIDDLE LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST M.I. LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST LAST],     G.D. No.   
A/K/A [ETC.] 
 
FOR A NAME CHANGE TO: 
[FULL PREFERRED NAME] 

MOTION TO WAIVE THE PUBLICATION REQUIREMENT 
FOR THE VERIFIED PETITION FOR A NAME CHANGE 

 NOW comes the Petitioner, [First Middle Last], by Petitioner’s attorney, [Attorney 

Name] and [Firm Name], and respectfully moves this Court to order that the publication 

requirement for the Verified Petition for a Name Change be waived.  In support of this Motion, 

Petitioner states as follows:   

Petitioner has filed, along with this Motion, a Verified Petition for a Name Change 

pursuant to 54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701. 

The Pennsylvania name change statute permits waiver of the notice requirement, which 

states that a court shall “direct that notice be given of the filing of the petition and of the date set 

for the hearing on the petition” through publication in two newspapers.  54 Pa. C.S.A. § 

701(a.1)(3)(ii).  The waiver provision states that “[i]f the court finds that the notice required in 

subparagraph (ii) would jeopardize the safety of the person seeking the name change or his or 

her child or ward, the notice required shall be waived by order of the court.”  54 Pa. C.S.A. § 

701(a.1)(3)(iii) (emphasis added).  A true and correct copy of 54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701 is attached as 

Exhibit A. 

As stated in the Verified Petition for a Name Change, Petitioner is transgender and comes 

to this Court seeking a name change for that reason. 
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Studies show that transgender individuals, because of their gender identity and 

expression, face significantly higher rates of discrimination, violence, harassment and abuse than 

the general population, and that those threats come from people known to transgender 

individuals as well as from strangers.48 

Accompanying this Motion is Petitioner’s Verified Statement in Support of this Motion, 

detailing Petitioner’s fears that making the record of Petitioner’s name change publicly available 

and requiring publication of notice of their final hearing would jeopardize Petitioner’s safety.  

[Highlight any pertinent facts, if applicable.] 

Alarmingly, Internet search websites like Google capture all published name change 

notices – including a petitioner’s current and desired names and case number – and make them 

permanently available to the public.  Not only can a transgender person thus be “outed” with a 

simple search of any of their names at any time in the future, but with a few easy steps, anyone 

can identify a transgender person, enter their case number in the Court’s records search page 

(https://dcr.alleghenycounty.us/Civil/LoginSearch.aspx), and learn that transgender person’s 

home address. 

Petitioner must come to this Court to legally change their name, and respectfully requests 

that, given the circumstances described above and in Petitioner’s Verified Statement, the Court 

exercise its power to provide some protection to Petitioner by waiving the publication 

requirement. 

                                                 
48  See, e.g., Sandy E. James, et al., Executive Summary of the Report of the 2015 U.S. 
Transgender Survey (Nat’l Ctr. for Transgender Equality, Jan. 2017 update), available at 
http://www.transequality.org/sites/default/files/docs/usts/Executive%20Summary%20-
%20FINAL%201.6.17.pdf, attached as Exhibit B; Nat’l Ctr. for Transgender Equality, 2015 
U.S. Transgender Survey: Pennsylvania State Report (Oct. 2017 update), available at 
http://www.transequality.org/sites/default/files/docs/usts/USTSPAStateReport%281017%29.pdf, 
attached as Exhibit C; Rebecca L. Stotzer, Violence against transgender people: A review of 
United States data, 14 Aggression and Violent Behavior 170-79 (2009), attached as Exhibit D. 
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 WHEREFORE, Petitioner respectfully requests that this Court grant this Motion to Seal 

the Verified Petition for a Name Change and Waive the Publication Requirement, and order that 

the publication requirement is waived for Petitioner pursuant to 54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701(a.1)(3).  A 

proposed order is attached. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
[FIRM NAME] 
 
 
By:  _________________________ 
  
[Attorney Name] (PA I.D. # [Number]) 
 
[FIRM NAME] 
Firm No. [XXX] 
[Firm Address 1] 
[Firm Address 2] 
[Firm Address 3] 
[Firm City, State Zip] 
Telephone:  [Phone Number] 
Facsimile:  [Fax Number] 
Email:  [Attorney Email] 
 
Counsel for the Petitioner 
[First Middle Last] 

Dated:  _____________________________ 
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Exhibit A 
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Exhibit B 
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Exhibit C 
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Exhibit D 
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 
 
IN RE THE PETITION OF:      CIVIL DIVISION 
[FIRST MIDDLE LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST M.I. LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST LAST],     G.D. No.   
A/K/A [ETC.] 
 
FOR A NAME CHANGE TO: 
[FULL PREFERRED NAME] 

ORDER 

 AND NOW, this ____ day of __________________, 20___, upon consideration of the 

Motion to Waive the Publication Requirement for the Verified Petition for a Name Change, it is 

hereby ORDERED that Petitioner’s Motion is GRANTED, and the publication requirement of 

54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701(a.1)(3)(ii) is hereby waived. 

 

BY THE COURT, 

                                                          , J. 

 



 

148 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sample Verified Statement in Support of Motion to Waive the Publication Requirement 
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

IN RE THE PETITION OF:  
[FIRST MIDDLE LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST M.I. LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST LAST], 
A/K/A [ETC.] 
 
FOR A NAME CHANGE TO: 
[FULL PREFERRED NAME] 
 
 

 CIVIL DIVISION 
 
 
G.D. No.   
 
VERIFIED STATEMENT OF [FIRST 
MIDDLE LAST] IN SUPPORT OF 
MOTION TO WAIVE THE 
PUBLICATION REQUIREMENT FOR 
THE VERIFIED PETITION FOR A 
NAME CHANGE 
 
Code:  ________ 
 
Filed on behalf of Petitioner 
 
Counsel of Record on Behalf  
of This Party: 
 
[Attorney Name] (SBN [Attorney 
Number]) 
 
[FIRM NAME] 
Firm No. [XXX] 
[Firm Address 1] 
[Firm Address 2] 
[Firm Address 3] 
[Firm City, State Zip] 
Telephone:  [Phone Number] 
Facsimile:  [Fax Number] 
Email:  [Attorney Email] 
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

IN RE THE PETITION OF:      CIVIL DIVISION 
[FIRST MIDDLE LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST M.I. LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST LAST],     G.D. No.   
A/K/A [ETC.] 
 
FOR A NAME CHANGE TO: 
[FULL PREFERRED NAME] 

VERIFIED STATEMENT OF [FIRST MIDDLE LAST] IN SUPPORT OF 
MOTION TO WAIVE THE PUBLICATION REQUIREMENT FOR  

THE VERIFIED PETITION FOR A NAME CHANGE 

 
I, [First Middle Last], also known as [Full Preferred Name], declare as follows:  

7. I am a transgender [man/woman] seeking a name change so that my name 

matches my identity and my appearance.   

8. I am aware that while the Pennsylvania name change statute requires that notice 

of a pending name change be published in the newspaper, the statute also provides an exception 

to this publication requirement and the ability to seal the record from the public.  

9. After conferring with my attorney, I have decided to petition this Court to waive 

the publication requirement for my name change.   

10. I am making this request because I fear that making my name change and the 

reasons for it publicly known will jeopardize my safety.  

11. As a transgender [man/woman], I am very aware of the fact that transgender 

individuals are subject to high rates of discrimination, violence, abuse, and harassment because 

we are transgender.  [Supplement with details, if any.] 
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12. I have personally experienced discrimination, violence, abuse, and harassment 

from individuals who know or suspect that I am transgender.  [Supplement with details, if any.  

If none, delete this paragraph.] 

13. Members of the transgender community in Pittsburgh have also told me about 

their experiences with discrimination, violence, abuse, and harassment.  [Supplement with 

details, if any.  If none, delete this paragraph.] 

14. Because I know that some people – people I know, and strangers – want to hurt 

me simply because of who I am, I am often [uncomfortable in public/fearful of my safety in 

public/etc.].  I need to protect myself during the legal name change process with this Court. 

15. I fear that having the details of me being transgender available through public 

records, both in the newspaper and on the Internet, increases the chances of me being identified 

as a transgender [man/woman] and puts my safety and wellbeing at risk. 

16. I respectfully request that the Court help me protect myself while I petition the 

Court for a legal name change by granting my request to waive the publication requirement. 

 

 

Remainder of Page Intentionally Left Blank 
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VERIFICATION 
 

I, [First Middle Last], verify that the statements made in the foregoing Verified Statement 

of [First Middle Last] in Support of Motion to Waive the Publication Requirement for the 

Verified Petition for a Name Change are true and correct to the best of my knowledge or 

information and belief. 

 I understand that this verification is made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa. C.S.A. § 4904 

relating to unsworn fabrication to authorities, which provides that if I knowingly make false 

averments, I may be subject to criminal penalties. 

 
Date: ____________________ 
 

 
      
[First Middle Last] 
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Sample Motion to Seal Petition and Waive Publication Requirement 



 

154 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
IN RE THE PETITION OF:  
[FIRST MIDDLE LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST M.I. LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST LAST], 
A/K/A [ETC.] 
 
FOR A NAME CHANGE TO: 
[FULL PREFERRED NAME] 
 
 

 CIVIL DIVISION 
 
 
G.D. No.   
 
MOTION TO SEAL THE VERIFIED 
PETITION FOR A NAME CHANGE AND 
WAIVE THE PUBLICATION 
REQUIREMENT 
 
Code:  ________ 
 
Filed on behalf of Petitioner 
 
Counsel of Record on Behalf  
of This Party: 
 
[Attorney Name] (SBN [Attorney Number]) 
 
[FIRM NAME] 
Firm No. [XXX] 
[Firm Address 1] 
[Firm Address 2] 
[Firm Address 3] 
[Firm City, State Zip] 
Telephone:  [Phone Number] 
Facsimile:  [Fax Number] 
Email:  [Attorney Email] 
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA  
 
 
IN RE THE PETITION OF:      CIVIL DIVISION 
[FIRST MIDDLE LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST M.I. LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST LAST],     G.D. No.   
A/K/A [ETC.] 
 
FOR A NAME CHANGE TO: 
[FULL PREFERRED NAME] 

MOTION TO SEAL THE VERIFIED PETITION FOR A NAME CHANGE 
AND WAIVE THE PUBLICATION REQUIREMENT 

 NOW comes the Petitioner, [First Middle Last], by Petitioner’s attorney, [Attorney 

Name] and [Firm Name], and respectfully moves this Court to order (i) that the Verified Petition 

for a Name Change be filed under seal and (ii) that the publication requirement be waived.  In 

support of this Motion, Petitioner states as follows:   

Petitioner has filed, along with this Motion, a Verified Petition for a Name Change 

pursuant to 54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701. 

The Pennsylvania name change statute permits waiver of the notice requirement, which 

states that a court shall “direct that notice be given of the filing of the petition and of the date set 

for the hearing on the petition” through publication in two newspapers.  54 Pa. C.S.A. § 

701(a.1)(3)(ii).  The waiver provision states that “[i]f the court finds that the notice required in 

subparagraph (ii) would jeopardize the safety of the person seeking the name change or his or 

her child or ward, the notice required shall be waived by order of the court” and “the court shall 

seal the file.”  54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701(a.1)(3)(iii) (emphasis added).  A true and correct copy of 54 

Pa. C.S.A. § 701 is attached as Exhibit A. 

As stated in the Verified Petition for a Name Change, Petitioner is transgender and comes 

to this Court seeking a name change for that reason. 
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Studies show that transgender individuals, because of their gender identity and 

expression, face significantly higher rates of discrimination, violence, harassment and abuse than 

the general population, and that those threats come from people known to transgender 

individuals as well as from strangers.49 

Accompanying this Motion is Petitioner’s Verified Statement in Support of this Motion, 

detailing Petitioner’s fears that making the record of Petitioner’s name change publicly available 

and requiring publication of notice of their final hearing would jeopardize Petitioner’s safety.  

[Highlight any pertinent facts, if applicable.] 

Alarmingly, Internet search websites like Google capture all published name change 

notices – including a petitioner’s current and desired names and case number – and make them 

permanently available to the public.  Not only can a transgender person thus be “outed” with a 

simple search of any of their names at any time in the future, but with a few easy steps, anyone 

can identify a transgender person, enter their case number in the Court’s records search page 

(https://dcr.alleghenycounty.us/Civil/LoginSearch.aspx), and learn that transgender person’s 

home address.  Moreover, even without publication, the name search function on the Court’s 

records search page would permit anyone to find a transgender person’s home address, unless the 

record was sealed. 

Petitioner must come to this Court to legally change their name, and respectfully requests 

that, given the circumstances described above and in Petitioner’s Verified Statement, the Court 

                                                 
49  See, e.g., Sandy E. James, et al., Executive Summary of the Report of the 2015 U.S. 
Transgender Survey (Nat’l Ctr. for Transgender Equality, Jan. 2017 update), available at 
http://www.transequality.org/sites/default/files/docs/usts/Executive%20Summary%20-
%20FINAL%201.6.17.pdf, attached as Exhibit B; Nat’l Ctr. for Transgender Equality, 2015 
U.S. Transgender Survey: Pennsylvania State Report (Oct. 2017 update), available at 
http://www.transequality.org/sites/default/files/docs/usts/USTSPAStateReport%281017%29.pdf, 
attached as Exhibit C; Rebecca L. Stotzer, Violence against transgender people: A review of 
United States data, 14 Aggression and Violent Behavior 170-79 (2009), attached as Exhibit D. 
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exercise its power to provide some protection to Petitioner by waiving the publication 

requirement and sealing the record. 

 WHEREFORE, Petitioner respectfully requests that this Court (i) grant this Motion to 

Seal the Verified Petition for a Name Change and Waive the Publication Requirement, (ii) order 

that the record of these proceedings be sealed to all but Petitioner, Petitioner’s undersigned 

counsel, the Special Name Change Judge, the Special Name Change Judge’s Clerk, and the 

Clerk of the Motions Court, and (iii) order that the publication requirement is waived for 

Petitioner pursuant to 54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701(a.1)(3).  A proposed order is attached. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
[FIRM NAME] 
 
 
By:  _________________________ 
  
[Attorney Name] (PA I.D. # [Number]) 
 
[FIRM NAME] 
Firm No. [XXX] 
[Firm Address 1] 
[Firm Address 2] 
[Firm Address 3] 
[Firm City, State Zip] 
Telephone:  [Phone Number] 
Facsimile:  [Fax Number] 
Email:  [Attorney Email] 
 
Counsel for the Petitioner 
[First Middle Last] 

Dated:  _____________________________ 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exhibit A 
  



 

 159 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exhibit B 
  



 

 160 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exhibit C 
  



 

 161 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exhibit D 
  



 

 162 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 
 
IN RE THE PETITION OF:      CIVIL DIVISION 
[FIRST MIDDLE LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST M.I. LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST LAST],     G.D. No.   
A/K/A [ETC.] 
 
FOR A NAME CHANGE TO: 
[FULL PREFERRED NAME] 

ORDER 

 AND NOW, this ____ day of __________________, 20___, upon consideration of the 

Motion to Seal the Verified Petition for a Name Change and Waive the Publication Requirement, 

it is hereby ORDERED that Petitioner’s Motion is GRANTED.  It is FURTHER ORDERED 

that: 

 The publication requirement of 54 Pa. C.S.A. § 701(a.1)(3)(ii) is hereby waived; 

 The record of the instant proceeding, which includes all documents filed in this matter, 

shall be immediately and permanently sealed, in accordance with 54 Pa. C.S.A. 

§ 701(a.1)(3)(iii); 

 Petitioner’s Confidential Petition shall be filed in a sealed envelope on which shall be 

endorsed the words “HIGHLY CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION – FILED UNDER SEAL 

SUBJECT TO COURT ORDER”; 

 The Department of Court Records shall also seal this record from the Internet and shall 

not place this record on the electronic docket; and 

 The following individuals shall be permitted to view this record without further order of 

court (until the issue of a final order approving the name change): (i) the above-named Petitioner, 

(ii) Petitioner’s counsel in this matter, [Attorney Name], Esq., (iii) the Special Name Change 

Judge, (iv) the Special Name Change Judge’s Clerk, and (v) the Clerk of the Motions Court. 

BY THE COURT, 

                                                          , J. 
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Sample Verified Statement in Support of Motion to Seal Petition and Waive Publication 
Requirement 
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

IN RE THE PETITION OF:  
[FIRST MIDDLE LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST M.I. LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST LAST], 
A/K/A [ETC.] 
 
FOR A NAME CHANGE TO: 
[FULL PREFERRED NAME] 
 
 

 CIVIL DIVISION 
 
 
G.D. No.   
 
VERIFIED STATEMENT OF [FIRST 
MIDDLE LAST] IN SUPPORT OF 
MOTION TO SEAL THE VERIFIED 
PETITION FOR A NAME CHANGE 
AND WAIVE THE PUBLICATION 
REQUIREMENT 
 
Code:  ________ 
 
Filed on behalf of Petitioner 
 
Counsel of Record on Behalf  
of This Party: 
 
[Attorney Name] (SBN [Attorney 
Number]) 
 
[FIRM NAME] 
Firm No. [XXX] 
[Firm Address 1] 
[Firm Address 2] 
[Firm Address 3] 
[Firm City, State Zip] 
Telephone:  [Phone Number] 
Facsimile:  [Fax Number] 
Email:  [Attorney Email] 
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

IN RE THE PETITION OF:      CIVIL DIVISION 
[FIRST MIDDLE LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST M.I. LAST],  
A/K/A [FIRST LAST],     G.D. No.   
A/K/A [ETC.] 
 
FOR A NAME CHANGE TO: 
[FULL PREFERRED NAME] 

VERIFIED STATEMENT OF [FIRST MIDDLE LAST] IN SUPPORT OF 
MOTION TO SEAL THE VERIFIED PETITION FOR A NAME CHANGE 

AND WAIVE THE PUBLICATION REQUIREMENT 

 
I, [First Middle Last], also known as [Full Preferred Name], declare as follows:  

17. I am a transgender [man/woman] seeking a name change so that my name 

matches my identity and my appearance.   

18. I am aware that while the Pennsylvania name change statute requires that notice 

of a pending name change be published in the newspaper, the statute also provides an exception 

to this publication requirement and the ability to seal the record from the public.  

19. After conferring with my attorney, I have decided to petition this Court to waive 

the publication requirement and seal the record of my name change.   

20. I am making this request because I fear that making my name change and the 

reasons for it publicly known will jeopardize my safety.  

21. As a transgender [man/woman], I am very aware of the fact that transgender 

individuals are subject to high rates of discrimination, violence, abuse, and harassment because 

we are transgender.  [Supplement with details, if any.] 



 

 166 

22. I have personally experienced discrimination, violence, abuse, and harassment 

from individuals who know or suspect that I am transgender.  [Supplement with details, if any.  

If none, delete this paragraph.] 

23. Members of the transgender community in Pittsburgh have also told me about 

their experiences with discrimination, violence, abuse, and harassment.  [Supplement with 

details, if any.  If none, delete this paragraph.] 

24. Because I know that some people – people I know, and strangers – want to hurt 

me simply because of who I am, I am often [uncomfortable in public/fearful of my safety in 

public/etc.].  I need to protect myself during the legal name change process with this Court. 

25. I understand that without the record of my name change petition being sealed, my 

home address is available to anyone searching the Court’s electronic docket, and the reason for 

my name change is stated in my pending name change petition with the Court, which would be 

available to the public.  This makes me fearful for my safety. 

26. I fear that having the details of me being transgender available through public 

records, both in the newspaper and through court records, including my name and address, 

increases the chances of me being identified as a transgender [man/woman] and puts my safety 

and wellbeing at risk. 

27. I respectfully request that the Court help me protect myself while I petition the 

Court for a legal name change by granting my request to waive the publication requirement and 

seal the record. 

Remainder of Page Intentionally Left Blank 
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VERIFICATION 
 

I, [First Middle Last], verify that the statements made in the foregoing Verified Statement 

of [First Middle Last] in Support of Motion to Seal the Verified Petition for a Name Change and 

Waive the Publication Requirement are true and correct to the best of my knowledge or 

information and belief. 

 I understand that this verification is made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa. C.S.A. § 4904 

relating to unsworn fabrication to authorities, which provides that if I knowingly make false 

averments, I may be subject to criminal penalties. 

 
Date: ____________________ 
 

 
      
[First Middle Last] 
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Rebecca L. Stotzer, Violence against transgender people: A review of United States data, 
Aggression and Violent Behavior 14 (2009) 170-79 
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Sandy E. James, et al., Executive Summary of the Report of the 2015 U.S. Transgender 
Survey (Nat’l Ctr. for Transgender Equality, Jan. 2017 update), available at 

http://www.transequality.org/sites/default/files/docs/usts/Executive%20Summary%20-
%20FINAL%201.6.17.pdf
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Nat’l Ctr. for Transgender Equality, 2015 U.S. Transgender Survey: Pennsylvania State 
Report (Oct. 2017 update), available at 
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Appendix G:  Name Change News Articles 
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The lawyers have represented clients from every borough in the Manhattan court, with 

applicants ranging from occasional cross-dressers to people who have completed gender 

 

and little-noticed rulings helped clarify the murky area 

not only of the law but also of modern gender 

identification. They have contributed to Manhattan’s 

becoming a capital of Joe-to-Jane proceedings. A rare 

network of some 200 lawyers now works on such cases 

filed in the Centre Street courthouse, and nearly 400 

of their transgender clients so far have, more or less, 

become someone else. 

“There is a long emotional, physical process that a lot 

of us have to go through,” said Katherine Cross, 22, of 

the Bronx, who got her new name in July. She said her 

transition included learning how to force her voice 

into a higher register and the basics of shopping for 

women’s clothing.  

“For me,” she said, “the centerpiece was the name 

change.” 

Efforts to extend legal rights to transgender people 

have increasingly been in the news, including the 

December announcement by Gov. David A. Paterson 

of New York to extend antidiscrimination protections 

to transgender state employees. 

Over the last two years, volunteer lawyers from 19 big 

corporate law firms in New York City have worked on 

nearly 400 transgender name change cases, according 

to the advocacy group that is running the project, the 

Transgender Legal Defense and Education Fund. “In a 

way, it’s a big coming-out process — with a judge,” 

said the group’s executive director, Michael D. 

Silverman.  

Todd Heisler/The New York Times 

KATHERINE CROSS said that in her 
case, “the centerpiece was the name 
change.”  

 

 
Todd Heisler/The New York Times 

EM WHITNEY said his name change 
was part of a long gender journey 
from a girl's name.  

 

 
Todd Heisler/The New York Times 

KIT YAN Shedding “Laura” “felt like 
giving away, say, an ugly Christmas 
sweater.”  
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reassignment surgery. No one knows how many others have gone to the court on their 

own or with other lawyers. Indeed, the very number of transgender people in the 

country and the state is hard to pin down. One survey suggests there are 300,000 in 

New York State, but others dispute that. 

The process of changing a name can be intimidating, said Kit Yan, a 25-year-old poetry 

slam artist and performer with a hint of facial hair who was born Laura. He failed twice 

when he tried on his own to get the law to recognize the name a friend suggested after 

seeing a cartoon character named Kit that looked like him, a little boy in a suit. 

With a lawyer in May, Mr. Yan said, he felt relief when he heard “Laura” to summon him 

for the last time when his case was called. “It felt like giving away, say, an ugly 

Christmas sweater your mom made you,” Mr. Yan said.  

The two recent rulings in New York courts helped clear the way for more such moments 

on Centre Street. 

In one case, an appeals panel overruled a Manhattan civil court judge who had insisted 

on doctors’ notes giving reasons for name changes in transgender cases. The panel said 

there was “no sound basis in law or policy” for the requirement and noted that the law 

generally permits people to change their names unless there is some fraudulent intent 

involved.  

In the other decision, a Westchester judge made an exception to a general requirement 

that name changes and home addresses be advertised in newspapers, saying the safety 

issues for people in gender transition were obvious in a world that can be hostile.  

The publication requirement insisted upon by some of the Manhattan judges has fed an 

eerie subculture of readers, many of them prisoners, who follow the newspaper notices. 

One man forced to advertise that he was becoming a woman received several seductive 

letters with prison return addresses. “Hello Angel!” said one of the letters. “I am not 

afraid to take new roads,” said another.  

At the gray Manhattan courthouse, where matters like debt collection are the bulk of the 

work, officials said they were aware of numerous transgender name-change cases.  

But those petitions are mixed in with more traditional name-change filings, like 

applications from immigrants Anglicizing their names. Name-change cases over all 
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increased at the court to 3,109 in 2009 from 202 in 1995, but officials said they did not 

keep count of the reasons for the requests. 

Gender switches would not necessarily draw much attention at the courthouse, said the 

court’s supervising judge, Jeffrey K. Oing. New York being New York, he said, the 

threshold for surprise can be high. There was a “buzz in the courthouse,” he conceded, 

after one man renamed himself Jesus Christ. 

But the judge said he was not surprised to hear that transgender people had found a 

receptive audience in many of the 10 Civil Court judges in Manhattan. “I like to think 

that we live in a very open society here in New York County,” he said.  

Still, routine changing of gender identification can be startling to some. The Rev. Jason 

J. McGuire, executive director of New Yorkers for Constitutional Freedoms, which 

helped defeat the gay-marriage proposal in Albany, said the courts might be ahead of 

the public on gender issues.  

“Oftentimes, the courts are used to advance an agenda,” he said, adding that the name 

changes created loopholes people could use to hide for any number of reasons.  

Some of the Centre Street petitioners said they did in fact want to obliterate their old 

identities. The newly named Em Whitney, a 23-year-old with a toothy smile and a 

button nose, said the change was part of a long gender journey that began when he was a 

Texas child with a girl’s name and a fascination with androgynous characters like Peter 

Pan and Shakespeare’s Puck. 

Mr. Whitney, who has written for The New York Observer newspaper and sometimes 

introduces himself as Emerson, said daily experiences like presenting a driver’s license 

could be a minefield. “Showing someone a picture and a name of someone who doesn’t 

exist drove me crazy,” he said.  

Ms. Schnur, the retiree who changed her name in October, took out some old 

identification cards to make a similar point. The pictures of the man with thinning hair 

never seemed right, she said. 

“I always knew that I wasn’t what other people thought I was,” she said. 

[http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/25/nyregion/25namechange.html] 
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That made high school "pretty interesting," she said recently. 

Putting her given, male name on job applications and medical paperwork also has made 
for some awkward moments. Now an adult, she doesn't want her every official 
encounter to necessitate a discussion of her change. 

"I want everything to legally say Dawn Hill, because I want everything to coincide with 
my identity that I feel and how I look, appearance-wise," she said. 

A few weeks ago, she shared those feelings with her endocrinologist, who referred her to 
Mr. Battle. His organization has helped around two dozen people change their names 
but has limited resources. 

In 2013, though, the Transgender Legal Defense & Education Fund reached out to the 
Garden of Peace Project with an offer of enhanced legal muscle. 

The fund started its Name Change Project in New York City five years ago, and has 
helped around 1,300 people there. It just expanded the program to a handful of cities, 
including Pittsburgh, Milwaukee, Albany, N.Y.; and Rochester, N.Y. 

Two of the fund's corporate partners in New York City are Reed Smith and BNY Mellon, 
and they agreed to provide pro bono legal help here, too. When the call for volunteers 
went out in their Pittsburgh offices, a total of 25 attorneys stepped up. 

"I think a person should be allowed to call him or herself whatever they want to call him 
or herself, and should be comfortable with their name," said Maxine Kisilinsky, 
managing counsel for BNY Mellon Legal Affairs. "Particularly if they have a name that 
doesn't match their exterior persona, that can cause problems. If you're pulled over by a 
police officer, and your license says Tim, and you don't look like a Tim, that can cause 
problems." 

Legally, all you have to do is file a petition with the Court of Common Pleas, attend a 
hearing, convince a judge that you aren't trying to dodge creditors, law enforcement or 
family obligations, and then advertise the new name in local publications. 

"Reed Smith attorneys assist name change clients throughout the entire name change 
process to a successful conclusion," Tyree Jones, a Reed Smith partner and director of 
global diversity and inclusion, wrote in an email response to questions. "This includes 
helping each client gather the necessary information; obtain fingerprints; draft and file 
the petition; complete a judgment search; and prepare for and attend the hearing. 

If the client can't afford the filing fees and other costs, Reed Smith will pay those fees, he 
added. 
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"This isn't complicated legal work," Ms. Kisilinsky said. "It's just intimidating to 
someone who doesn't have any experience and any exposure to the legal process." 

Mr. Battle, who changed his name in 2011 when he was living in Florida, said the 
process can often be transformative. 

When name and presentation conflict, he said, "I have to explain to you my entire 
medical history. When you're trans, that's one of the few times you have to constantly 
explain your medical history." 

After the name change, people who may have subsisted at the margins of society and the 
economy often feel confident enough to go mainstream. 

Ms. Hill said she's anxious to meet her name-change attorney and get the process 
started. 

"I could have done it on my own. However, it would've been very difficult because I 
would have been looking in all of the wrong places," she said. "This process may be 
tedious, and it may be a long wait. However, it is very much worth it. If you do truly 
identify yourself as the gender you believe yourself to be, you should seek these 
services." 

[http://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2014/01/02/Legal-project-helps-transgender-people-get-
a-name-change-Transgender-people-get-legal-aid-to-alter-names/stories/201401020105] 
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Culturally, there's been progress, too: Facebook now provides users with more than 58 
gender options to choose from, and it allows three pronouns: "he, she and they." The 
American Psychiatric Association no longer considers being transgender a disorder. And 
California, always a bellwether for cultural change, requires schools to allow students to 
choose sports teams, restrooms and locker rooms based on the gender they identify 
with. 

This Friday, Pittsburgh's growing transgender movement will be out in force for 2014 
Pittsburgh Pride, an LGBT celebration running through June 15. TransPride, a local 
advocacy and support group, will be hosting a series of events showcasing the artistic 
and musical talents of trans people. It's the most extensive spotlight on this community 
during the annual celebration of the LGBT movement so far, says TransPride co-founder 
Chance Thomas. 

First, an explainer: Unlike the other letters in LGBT, transgender is about how an 
individual identifies, as male or female. Being lesbian, gay or bisexual is about sexual 
orientation. 

"We like to say that sex is what's between your legs and gender is what's between your 
ears," said Shannon Minter, legal director at the National Center for Lesbian Rights. In 
1996, Mr. Minter transitioned from female to male and has carved out a national 
reputation litigating on behalf of transgender people. 

Despite TransPride's growing membership, "There really aren't any strong political 
advocacy groups for trans people in Pittsburgh," said Michael David Battle, a 
transgender male who founded the Garden of Peace Project, a nonprofit outreach 
organization for marginalized groups. 

The LGB population is larger, of course - 4 percent, or 9 million American adults 
identify as lesbian, gay or bisexual, compared with about 700,000 identifying as 
transgender, according to demographers at the Williams Institute, a research center for 
LGBT issues at UCLA. The numbers may be higher when accounting for those who do 
not disclose their transition. 

But the uptick in national attention is undeniable. 

This year, Jared Leto won an Oscar for portraying a trans female. "Orange Is the New 
Black" actress Laverne Cox, a trans female, is on this week's cover of Time, which calls 
the transgender movement "America's next civil rights frontier." And Barneys New York 
ran a groundbreaking eight-page advertisement in the February issue of Vanity Fair 
using 17 trans male and female models. 

"The trans community will say they're about 20 years behind LGB groups in terms of 
storytelling and public awareness," said Bobby Clark, spokesman for the Gill 
Foundation, a Colorado-based anti-discrimination group. 
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That is changing dramatically, said Mara Keisling, who heads the National Center for 
Transgender Equality in Washington, D.C. "I know people like to say that, but I don't 
think it's true anymore. We have really made progress in the policy arena." 

Into the mainstream 

The fight for same-sex marriage has brought "more conversation about the LGBT 
community into living rooms and kitchen tables," said Masen Davis, executive director 
of the Transgender Law Center, also in Washington. 

"Before the Internet, many of us were disconnected, grew up not knowing other people 
like ourselves," said Mr. Davis. "For many of us, we were the first trans person anyone 
had ever met." 

As with any burgeoning civil rights movement, there's been infighting: about language, 
about who gets to define the meaning of being transgender, about those who want to 
"pass" as one sex or the other and assimilate themselves, versus those who reject the 
binary he/she social construct of gender. Many younger people don't feel the need to 
declare themselves as conventionally "masculine" or "feminine," and Facebook's myriad 
gender options reflect that desire for ambiguity or a wide spectrum of gender identity. 

But many transgender people still prefer to conduct their personal lives in private, says 
Donna, who serves as an informal advocate and mentor for other trans individuals. The 
58-year-old resident of Reserve asks that her last name not be used because she worries 
she'd lose her job as a property manager if she revealed her true gender identity. 

"By day I'm a man, but the rest of the time I'm a woman. It's been hard, but I've learned 
to live with it." 

In 29 states it's legal to fire someone or not hire them for being lesbian, gay or bisexual. 
That includes Pennsylvania, the only state in the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic without a 
statewide employment nondiscrimination law - although Pittsburgh and Allegheny 
County have passed their own. But in 33 states transgender people can be fired or 
denied employment. 

Slowly, transgender groups are getting states that protect LGB groups to backpedal and 
include them too. Delaware, in 2013, followed in the footsteps of Massachusetts, which, 
after a six-year battle by local activists, passed the Massachusetts Transgender Civil 
Rights Law last year. A similar effort in New York has stalled. 

Still, there is widespread mistreatment and discrimination in schools, prisons and 
workplaces. In Texas, a transgender teacher was recently banned from the classroom 
after parents complained. State prisons routinely house transgender inmates in solitary, 
arguing that it will protect them from harassment, although legal and medical experts 
say solitary confinement is akin to torture. The military prohibits transgender people 
from serving - although Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel hinted recently that that may 
change. And in custody cases, parental rights are often terminated without any 
consideration of a trans mother's or father's fitness as a parent. 
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While Title IX's language now includes gender identity among its anti-discriminatory 
protections, lawsuits are winding through the courts - including one between the 
University of Pittsburgh and a transgender student - about such issues as locker rooms. 
Under this revised federal law, does a student get to choose which gender locker room to 
use or, as Pitt is arguing, is a unisex facility sufficient? The court has yet to decide. 

Document changes 

One of the biggest issues facing the trans community is identification papers - driver's 
licenses, bank accounts, birth certificates and other government-issued documents 
needed to work, to vote, to live. 

While the Social Security Administration now allows trans people to change their gender 
marker without proof of surgery, it had a rocky start, said Mr. Battle, who showed up at 
a local office in East Liberty last summer, two months after the federal requirement of 
proof of surgery was eliminated, only to be told no. 

"I essentially found myself training the staff," he said, noting that they were nice "but 
people just hadn't been trained at that point." 

Pennsylvania recently eliminated its requirement for proof of sex reassignment surgery 
before changing gender on a driver's license - a difficult hurdle for many trans people 
who cannot afford or have chosen not to have the surgery. But in Nebraska, Alabama 
and some other states, surgery is still mandatory. 

Want to change your name, now that you've transitioned? Nationally, every transgender 
person - any person, for that matter - must obtain a court order to do that, something 
that can be intimidating for someone worried about his or her job. 

In some states, such as Ohio, birth certificates cannot be changed, but more and more 
states are allowing it, including Pennsylvania, which requires only a doctor's letter - but 
in that letter, the doctor must attest to "irreversible changes" even if the trans person 
has opted not to have hormone treatments or surgery. 

That's also a deterrent for many trans individuals, Mr. Battle says, who are fearful that a 
judge might interpret that as a requirement for surgery. 

While BNY Mellon, Reed Smith and PNC provide lawyers who work free to help them 
through the name-change process, "most trans people don't know about that," he said. 
"So they hesitate, because there's one person, one bureaucrat, standing between you and 
getting your name change. You don't know if they will have had a bad day, or an 
argument, and take it out on you." 

Veterans who transition after leaving the military are particularly challenged, since the 
Pentagon requires that discharge papers show their assigned gender at birth, not the 
one they identify with. 
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Chance Thomas, a former Navy military police officer who served in Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Kuwait and Guantanamo Bay, was discharged in 2005: In 2010, he transitioned from 
female to male. 

Today, Mr. Thomas, 33, of Stanton Heights, is unemployed. While state and federal laws 
have allowed him to change his birth certificate, driver's license and Social Security 
information, the military refuses to remove his name or his original gender identity 
from his discharge papers. 

"People see that on my transcript, and that's it. I just don't get hired," he said. 

Ms. Keisling, of the National Center for Transgender Equality, says her group has been 
in talks with the Pentagon, which argues that discharge papers are a historical 
document. But employers almost always ask veterans for discharge papers, she says, 
which essentially "out" people who are transgender - who are then denied employment. 

Mr. Davis, of the Transgender Law Center, has one name on a Social Security card and a 
different one on a U.S. passport and California driver's license. Mr. Davis was born in 
Missouri and legally changed his gender after moving to California years ago, but his 
Missouri birth certificate still says female. "I would have to come out whenever I apply 
for a job or enter an academic program," he said. 

"There's a reason why I don't live in Missouri." 

Progress never linear 

While younger generations of trans males and females are encountering more 
acceptance by families, teachers and classmates, a large study in 2011 found that more 
than half of all transgender people report being bullied in school, 61 percent were 
physically assaulted, 64 percent were sexually assaulted. Suicide rates are 26 times 
higher than the national average, and transgender people were four to five times more 
likely to be unemployed and living in extreme poverty. 

"People think we have three heads," added Mr. Thomas. "In fact, trans people are the 
nurses, doctors, firefighters who serve you, they're your sons and daughters, your 
neighbors and friends. You just may not know it." 

Progress is never linear, as this group has learned as it struggles for justice and the right 
to live authentic lives. 

But, Mr. Davis says, "The more visible we are, the more those who don't understand us 
will understand us. We are not going away." 

Mackenzie Carpenter: mcarpenter@post-gazette.com, 412-263-1949. On Twitter 
@MackenziePG. 

[http://www.post-gazette.com/life/2014/05/30/Transgender-community-of-
Pittsburgh/stories/201405300166] 
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of which was being a 
hemophiliac, Jesse 
survived and 
contemplated the near-
death experience while 
recuperating at home in 
Dormont from a broken 
ankle, dozens of facial 
and head wounds and 
internal bleeding. 

There was physical pain 
from those injuries, to be 
sure, but also flaring were 
psychic wounds Jesse had 
held close for 30 years - 
the wounds of living as a 
man while being a woman 
at her essence. 

"I should have died under 
that bridge," Jesse 
realized. "And if I had, I 
wouldn't have liked the 
person I was." 

Coming so close to losing 
an intolerable life spurred 
a realization: Jesse had to 
die in the darkness of that 
night so Jessica could be 
born in the light of day. 

With that 2005 epiphany, 
Jessica McGuinness 
began her transition from 
male to female, from self-
loathing to self-
actualization. Now, 38, 
she is gregarious, self-
deprecating and self-

Michael Henninger/Post-Gazette  
Jessica McGuinness, left, gestures as Mahogany La PiranHa conducts a charity 
date auction benefiting the Garden of Peace Project. 

 

 

Michael Henninger/Post-Gazette  
Sarah Parlow reads on her laptop while her cat Mischka roams the apartment. 
“Honor the person and see the glory in everybody,” she says. “I think people will 
be surprised by how much we can add to their existence by adjusting their 
ideas of what gender is.” 
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Adrift, alienated and alone, Jesse barely graduated from high school, last in a class of 
181. And then began the self-medicating to stop the emotional pain - marijuana, LSD 
and alcohol until age 22 and then solely alcohol. In Jesse's mid-20s, he became an 
emergency medical technician, working for a South Hills EMS agency, but continued to 
drink alone on off days. 

After the accident, counseling and hormone therapy brought stability. Jessica's bleeding 
disorder and the prohibitive cost made sex reassignment surgery virtually impossible, 
but she nevertheless found an "inner peace" that Jesse had never experienced. 

She came out to family and friends, who were accepting and supportive, but for four 
years hid Jessica from her EMS co-workers, finding many of them unsympathetic to 
transgender patients. Mortified that she had stood silent so long, she wrote an 
impassioned four-page post for a work Facebook page, laying bare her heart, her hurt 
and her rebirth while addressing the "ignorance" of those who had referred to 
transgender patients by dehumanizing terms such as " 'freaks,' 'it,' or 'he/she.' " 

"We call you for help, not judgment. And most of all, we are your friends, your co-
workers, your siblings and your children. If you do not accept me and feel that you can't 
talk to me anymore, that's fine. All I ask is that you respect me as a co-worker and a 
fellow EMT." 

 

assured - the polar 
opposite of the shy, 
depressed, confused 
Jesse. 

No photographs remain 
of that life - both she and 
her mother threw out all 
of reminders of Jesse, 
choosing instead to focus 
solely on Jessica. But raw 
memories remain of the 
gender confusion that 
began at age 5, of the pain 
and isolation, of the 
prayers to "make this go 
away" while watching the 
freak-show mistreatment 
of transgender persons on 
TV shows such as 
"Geraldo" and "Sally 
Jesse Raphael." 

Michael Henninger/Post-Gazette  

Rayden Sorock, left, a transgender man, kisses his boyfriend Zoe Mizuho, 
likewise a transgender man, after having brunch at Rayden’s Lawrenceville 
apartment. 
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She was happily shocked by the response - overwhelmingly apologetic, supportive and 
admiring of her courage. "To lay it all bare like this is an incredible testament to your 
desire to be appreciated for who you really are. Bravo," one wrote. 

Her post became a chapter in the 2010 book "American Heroes: Coming Out From 
Behind the Badge: Stories From Police, Fire, And EMS Professionals 'Out' On The Job." 
She became a transgender advocate, regularly working for transgender groups, telling 
her story and serving on discussion panels, including those for second-year medical 
students. Her message: Treat everyone with dignity, respect, human kindness. 

"Some people see us as mentally ill. I was mentally ill; I'm cured now. I don't have those 
gender issues anymore," she says. "Now I'm just a regular, boring person with everyday 
life problems like everyone else." 

Unable to work now as an EMT because of ankle problems, she is a clinical specialist at 
the Pitt Men's Study, a 30-year-old cohort study at the University of Pittsburgh. In her 
off hours, she is a self-proclaimed "geek girl" obsessed with superhero comics - Ms. 
Marvel's lightning bolt is tattooed on her ankle - and role-playing games such as 
Dungeons & Dragons. 

Other transgender people seek her company and counsel. Among them last year was 
Sarah Parlow, also 38 and a transgender female whose journey was as different from 
Jessica's as it was similar. 

Affirming a true gender 

Sarah had a fulfilling life in Austin, Texas, with a good job in the medical field and good 
friends. But last fall, wanting to be nearer to family, she moved to Pittsburgh, landed a 
job at a local hospital and sought out members of the transgender community so she 
could do some advocacy work. 

She Googled "Transgender Pittsburgh" and one of the first results to appear was Jessica, 
whose activism had gained her prominence. They met for coffee at Crazy Mocha in 
Shadyside in October and quickly hit it off as friends. 

For two hours the women discussed transgender issues, advocacy and their individual 
paths to transitioning. 

Like Jessica, Sarah had known from a very young age she was female-gendered and felt 
isolated and alone. But unlike Jessica, she acted to affirm her true gender at a much 
younger age and now has been post-transition for more than half her life. 

To affirm her true gender identity, Sarah knew she had to leave her hometown of Erie 
where life for a gender nonconforming person in a relatively small town was intolerable 
because of bullying. Moreover, her family was ill-equipped to deal with her obvious yet 
unspoken assertions of femininity, choosing instead to overlook them. 
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So it was off to the University of Pittsburgh. In her freshman year she sought out the 
Persad Center, which serves the region's lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
community. There, amid tears, she verbalized for the first time she was female-
gendered. Finally, she had the resources to help her claim that. 

Counseling and hormone replacement followed. Being young and androgynous to begin 
with, blending in with other females her age was fairly easy. 

"Unfortunately, in society, blending is considered a better sign of success," the 
Shadyside resident notes, sunglasses perched atop her copper red hair. 

"Blending can be a blessing. Twenty years ago, the environment was different for trans 
people. Safety and access to certain privileges could be compromised if you were openly 
trans. Some of that persists today, but it only changes by people coming forward, being 
visible and demanding change." 

Friends and family couldn't believe how much she had "blossomed" from a socially 
awkward, isolated soul, but Sarah realized that physically transitioning was only the 
beginning. There was no guidebook for the path that awaited. 

"Now you're navigating the nuances of life, navigating relationships, the social 
situations, what you might run into at work, how much do you disclose, to whom and 
when. It's so far-reaching." 

Sarah took a break from studies in 1997 to move out West with a friend to focus on and 
complete her transition. Living away from home afforded her anonymity and a much 
more liberal environment. 

Following sex reassignment surgery, she went on to earn two bachelor's degrees and a 
master's degree in nursing. 

She moved back to Shadyside to see how she could support and share with others in the 
trans community. Educating the general public is key. 

"You have to connect with the person, not the perception," she notes. "It's too easy to 
stop at the word transgender and tune out. 

"We're your neighbors, your friends, your co-workers, your sisters, your brothers and we 
have our own place in existence. Honor the person and see the glory in everybody. I 
think people will be surprised by how much we can add to their existence by adjusting 
their ideas of what gender is." 

Moreover, she says, the paradigm that gender is defined primarily by body parts is 
antiquated and "the new paradigm is that, we, as people, define who we are. We 
manifest our destinies." 

To that end, she told Jessica that she wanted to get involved in transgender advocacy in 
Pittsburgh. And that's how Jessica introduced her to Rayden Sorock. 
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Change is constant 

Perhaps it's fitting that someone who promotes gardens in nontraditional spaces as 
Rayden Sorock does would also be someone who plants seeds of understanding and 
acceptance of transgender people. 

As community garden coordinator for Grow Pittsburgh, Rayden demonstrates, teaches 
and promotes sustainable urban agriculture. And as a transgender man and activist, 
Rayden demonstrates, teaches and promotes the fact there is nothing mystifying about 
someone identifying with a gender other than the one they were assigned at birth. 

"Gender stereotypes hurt everyone, including non-trans people," says Rayden, 27, of 
Lawrenceville. "We need people to know there are trans folks with families and we are in 
all levels of society and come from all kinds of backgrounds. I also feel personally kind of 
rankled sometimes by the idea that the whole point of trans-activism is to kind of show 
that we are normal." 

Growing up in suburban Boston, Rayden felt anything but normal as a teenager. "I was a 
big tomboy, kind of a weirdo, shy and awkward and really depressed and hated myself. I 
knew I was different and wanted to change things. By the end of high school, I really 
knew that being gay and being a girl really wasn't everything I needed to be." 

Rayden transitioned while at Purchase College in New York, taking testosterone and 
eventually having chest reconstruction surgery, known in the transgender community as 
"top surgery," paid for by his parents. "I'm slowly paying it forward making donations to 
other folks getting chest surgery," he says. 

A 2008 magna cum laude literature graduate, Rayden speaks with passion, intensity 
and insight about transgender and related causes but is not devoid of a sense of humor. 
Engage him in a conversation and there's no getting around the fact he thinks deeply 
about many issues, resolved and otherwise. 

For example, he feels the strength of transgender advocacy is allying itself with "many 
other causes around economics and racial disparities and sex-worker rights and the 
prison-industrial system. I think we need a lot of different issue areas to come together 
so it's not just about identity politics in order to make sure we do not leave people 
behind because the gay rights movement has often left trans people behind in moving 
forward." 

Moreover, he seems conflicted about "passing," or blending in, as a man. 

"It's a major privilege to pass. It's also alienating and confusing and it's great and it's 
challenging," he says. Being transgender "is my life and my story, and I can choose how I 
want to share and to whom, but there are a lot of people who don't have the luxury of 
passing." 

He ended up in Pittsburgh at the invitation of a friend and worked on a farm. Before his 
current employment he was a fellow for the Initiative for Transgender Leadership, 
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which provides professional and leadership development of transgender youth in 
Pittsburgh. He continues to work with the group, as do Jessica and Sarah. 

On a philosophical level, he wonders if the changes and growth he's experienced over 
the past decade were solely because of his transition or because of the human 
experiences of 10 more years of living life. 

"One of the biggest changes I've experienced over the past 10 years is I'm continually 
transitioning. I don't hold myself to rigid standards of what it means to be a man or 
what it means to be a trans person. 

"I don't think I've crossed over and am on this other side. I think there's this myth that 
people transition and then they're like another person. We are all changing." 

Michael A. Fuoco: mfuoco@post-gazette.com or 412-263-1968. 

[http://www.post-gazette.com/life/2014/06/01/3-Pittsburgh-transgender-people-share-their-
journey-of-discovery-and-transition/stories/201406010205] 
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The Name Change Project, launched seven years ago in New York City by the 
Transgender Legal Defense & Education Fund, expanded to Pittsburgh in late 2013 
because two of the fund’s partners — Reed Smith and the Bank of New York Mellon — 
have big offices here. 

The project has assisted in 1,700 name changes nationally and found “very strong 
demand for services in Pittsburgh,” said fund executive director Michael D. Silverman. 

The Garden of Peace Project, Gay and Lesbian Community Center of Pittsburgh, and 
Pennsylvania Student Equality Coalition have helped get out the word. In its first year 
here, the project has helped to complete 19 name changes, with another 17 in process 
and 23 people on a waiting list. 

The project also has found goodwill in the city’s legal community. An October training 
session offered Downtown by BNY Mellon and Reed Smith resulted in recruitment of 
about 30 attorneys from Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney, Jones Day, K&L Gates, Morgan 
Lewis & Bockius, Tucker Arensberg and PNC Bank, according to Mr. Silverman. 

“I knew how to change a name for a corporation, but the process of changing a person’s 
name is really different,” said Ms. Baron, who works in Reed Smith’s Corporate and 
Securities Group and has taken the lead on the name change effort. 

“Everybody should be comfortable with and have their own identity,” said John H. 
Smith, managing director and senior counsel at BNY Mellon, who has consulted with 
three project clients, including one who has completed the name change process. 

Changing a name is “not a very complicated legal process,” he added. The person must 
petition the Court of Common Pleas, undergo a background check, publish the old and 
new names in a legal journal and a newspaper, and assure a judge that the name change 
isn’t being sought to avoid obligations or the police. 

Many transgender people lack the resources to pay an attorney to help, Mr. Silverman 
said, because they are “unemployed or underemployed because of the discrimination 
they face.” 

The project connects them to attorneys who will do the work pro bono and sometimes 
pays the publication fees. 

Getting a name change “would’ve been a lot harder, definitely,” without the project, said 
Alice Rose Millage, 31, of Etna. “Having to do all of the paperwork and documents by 
myself would have been stressful for me and would have cost more money.” 
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Having a male name made her “afraid to socialize,” Ms. Millage said. “Especially when 
someone asks for identification, you tend to experience harassment.” And forget about 
going to the gym, she said. 

She signed up for the project in early spring and had her hearing before a judge in 
September. 

Her new first name, she said, comes from the zombie-slaying Milla Jovovich character 
in the “Resident Evil” movie series. Her new middle name evokes beauty and thorns. 
Thus empowered, she enrolled in a gym in November. 

Most of the fund’s clients, like Ms. Millage, are single people without kids, Mr. 
Silverman said. “Some have families including children,” he said. “Often that involves 
working with their spouses and their families to deal with the changes in all of their 
lives.” 

Ms. Reinertson, who served in the Navy for eight years and is about to start nursing 
school, has two sons from a prior marriage. When she was still presenting as a man, she 
married a woman who has one son. 

The kids have handled the changes well, she said. 

“The trick is, the younger it’s brought up, the easier it is, because they have less stigma 
about what a male gender role is, versus a female gender role. … As long as the kids 
know that you still love them and that they’re still at the center of your thoughts, they’re 
very resilient and very accepting.” 

Her wife helped her to choose a new name. A judge made it official in October. 

“Now, when I show my ID, it matches who I am,” Ms. Reinertson said. “And when I go 
to school, no one is going to know that I was once a guy. They’ll know me as who I really 
am.” 

[http://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2015/01/04/Name-Change-Project-helps-with-legal-
obstacles-in-transgender-transitions/stories/201412300063] 


